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As they are



WOh hail ! O bright grest God, in the form of that
browneeyed beamtifol thing before me, that Alls me
with asteoishment and laaghter and spreme defight

A Dragple o tle Bloe,  Prorssson Bam,



Chapter 1
AS THEY ARE

OTrHErs had written even before Vatsvana the Wise
wrote his © Grospel of Love.™ At that time the power
af the Yivans and the Sikas was outstretched over
the land. They were peoples that had come out
of Persia and Bactria and obscure Scythia, many of
them men with the blood of these Ienian soldiers
who had marched with Alexsnder and settled with
Eastern wives under Eastern slies. The teachings
of Gaotama, the Indian prince, they had made their
own ; and to the countries in which they ruled they
had brought the peace of Buddha and the temperate
fruitions of Greece. On all the great trade-routs
were monasteries of Buddhist monks and large cara-
vangerais for merchants and pilgrims. Even as far
as the sands of Lopnor, far across the roof of the
world, and to the Gobi desert, where the Chiness
land begins, the tribes that gave rulers to India had
set their posts and planted their colenies. On
conningly-sealed wedges of wood they sent their
royal orders to the wardens of their frontiers and
on -leaves from the Indian cosssy they inscribed
the lore that gave the illumination of God to settle-
ments on the mountaing and in the Central Asian
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Indian Women

deserts, In the shrines or stupas that they raised
to Buddha, the wise teacher, they had dadoes and
frescoes painted in tempera by some Tidanos or
Heliodorus from the Hellenized Levant, adventurers
of a fine Grecian courage, who scattered their har-
monious energies and their joy in life over the Indian
world. Along the trade-routes marched merchants®
caravans, burdened with silks and rare spices, that
found their way from China to the Black Sea or the
precarious ports on the Arabian Coast.

“ Women,” wrote the professors of love, in that
time of peace and enjoyment, “ can be divided into
four classes. There is she who is a pure lotes, and
she who is fair as a picture, she whom they call hag
and witch, and she who can be Iikened only to the
fernale of the elephant.” Of her who 35 as a lotus
t]:.r.].r wrotd: * Her faceé 15 plessant, like the full
moon : her plamp body is tender as the mustard
flower : her skin is fine and soft as the golden lotus,
fair and undarkened. Bright and beautiful are her
eyes like those of the antelope, clear-cut and health-
ful. Her breast is firm and full and uoplifted, and
her neck shapely : her nose is straight and delightful,
The scent of her body is like a lily newly burst. She
walks delicately Iike a swan and her voice is low and
musical as the note of the cuckon, calling softly in the
summer day. She is clothed in clean white parments
and she delights in rich jewels and adornments. She
is gracious and clever, plous and respectful, a lover
of God, a listener to the virtuous and the wise™
&
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As thez are

Of the manner of living of a virtuous woman
it i& forther written by Vatsyana the Wise: A
virtuous woman that hath affection to her husband
ghall in all things act according to his wishes 23 if he
were divine, Bhe shall keep the house well-cleansed
and arrange flowers of every kind in the different
chambers and surround the hopse with a garden
and make the floor smooth and polished, so that
all things be meet and seemly. Above all she shall
venerate the shrine of the Hous¢hold Deities. To
the pareats of her hushand she shall behave as is meet
and proper, speaking to them in few words snd softly,
not laughing loud in their presence, but being always
quiet and respectful without selfewill and contra-
diction. She shall always consider in the kitchen
what her husband likes and dislikes snd chall seek
to please him. Always she wall sit down after him
and rise before him : and when ghe hears his footsteps
as he returns home, ghe will get =p and meet him and
do aught that he desires. I her husband do wrong,
ghe shall not unduly reproach him, but ghow him a
glight displessure and rebuke him in words of fond-
nese and affection.  And when she goes to her husband
when they are alone, she will wear bright coloured
garments and many jewels and anklets and will

e herself with sweet ointments and in her
hair place fowers.”

Many -generations have pasted and other races—
Hunas and Gujjars and Mongols—have invaded
India. And asceticiun has squeezed the people in
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its dry hand, and there has been war and bigotry and
pestilence. Yet even now the teachings are not
quite forgotten. Many a one there stll is among
the women of India, of whom it can with truth be
said : “ She is even as a golden lotus,”

Now, again, the soversigns of India rule over many
regions and send their royal messages to the utter-
most ends of the earth. Again the great trade-
roates pass through India and the merchandise of
Fast and of West meet in the harbonrs of Bombay
and Caleatta. Castes and peoples feel their way to
a common nationality and a fresher spirit, and before
their eyes breaks the morning light of a new Renais-
pance. And in the women of new India the old
texts revive to & more vigorous flesh and spirit.

Stand of an evening on the Queen’s Road in Bombay,
locking over the wide curve of Back Bay, where the
lights of the city fade away into the distances of the
sea and on the right the hill throws its contour against
the darkening sky. They pass here, brightly-clad,
quietly smiling, modestly distant, the women of
India at their newest and most modern, yet in
essentials formed by the ancient rule. They are
discarding perhaps the habits of dark ages of misrule
and soperstition, but thl::r dm,g none the les 1o the
gpirit of old India—to those principles hallowed at
its best and freshest age. In their cars the wives
and children of rich merchants glide through the
crowd. On the back seat, in the shadow of the cab-
riolet top, a ghimpse of gold-brocade can be canghe
6



As they are

or the tone of a fair brown skin. Here 2 Bhatia lady
passes, come originally from the hot plains of the
Cutch Penipgols, the wife of a2 millionaire cotton-
spinner or a financial agent. Or there, in gracefully-
draped mantle? and Paris-made shoes and stockings,
a2 Saraswat Brahman lady or a Pathare Prabhu, with
that lustrous pallor that is brought by the warm
breszes from the sea, goes on her way to her club to
play tennis or drink afrernoon tea. Seated in open
carriages or strolling along the pavement to taste
the freshness of the sea-breeze, are hundreds of Para
gitls, in dresses of every hue, with the heavy velvet
borders that they affect, gossiping, nodding to their
friends, lavghing and  chattering, Poorer women
dart across the street, pulling children after them
through the busy traffic, and carrying their youngest
on their hip astride. A sweeper woman brushes
fallen leaves into the gutter. Through all the noise
of motors and of the traing that dash along the dis-
figuring railway, the sound of a bell clanged ar the
temple door by a worshipper may be heard and, at
gunset, the call to prayer from the minaret of 4 mosque.
Behind a high wall, half-way down the fashionable
drive, a red light rises against the dariness from the
flames which consume the city's dead.

Chiefly the notes that strike are of natare and sex.
These women are so theroughly women, beyond and

1mmﬁh:aathmghq1rtthistunkhamrmdufﬂb1ﬂ:&
Enghsh word * mantls,” though as an equivalent it is méslaading.

For a deacription of the seri as it @, see Chapter VIIL
T



Indian Women

above all else. Except perhaps among the Parsis,
where English customs have been sometimes too
closely copied, there is no trace of the beings, women
in age, but stunted and warped and with the ignorance
of children, that, seen in other countries, create
an uneasiness as at the touch of something unnatural
and perverse. Here are the clear brows and smiling
faces of those who krom, to whom sex is 2 necessary
part of life, and motherhood a pride and duty. They
dress and adorn themselves, because they are women,
with a husband to please and to govern. Their sex
is frank and admirted: 23 women they Imow their
Pl:.w;i.uﬂ].uwnrlﬂ andu'virﬁmlmthcjrs&:knmtiﬁng
modesty, Their very aloofness, their seclusion, gives
them half their charm: and they kmow it. Not
for them, for instance, the dismsl methods of
American schools, where mixed classes and a common
play-ground rub away all the attraction of the sexes
and make their growing pupils dally kin like brother
and sister. In India women are so much valued and
attain half their power becange they are only cceasion-
ally seen and seldom met. It is the rarest flowers
that are songht at the peril of life itself. It & for
the women who live veiled and zeparated that men
crave, captives of passion at a fist quick-taken glance,
A wife who is npot the familior companion of
every walk or game, who is never seen through
the long business hours—with what delight the
husband, unjaded by the constant eght of
women in street or office, seeks her at last in the
8
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As they are

inner apartments where she waits with smiles and
fowers |

How natural they are—true, that is, to the natural
instincts and purposes of women, not without wormanly
artifice—is most apparent from a contrast. Their
shyness, even their self-consciousness with men, is
of a woman's natare. Their love of jewelry, their
little tricks of manner, why, the very way they stand
are, after all, the natural derivatives of womanhood.
O motherhood they have no shame: they celebrate
marrisge and childbirth frankly with a fine candoar.
Their garments drape them in soft flowing lines
falling in downward folds over the rounded contours
of the body—draperies full of grace and restful. In
Burope women still adhere to s deformity Brought
in by German barbarism in the dark ages. With
curious appliances, they distort and mishape the
middle of their bedies from quite early childhood
till—the negation of all beauty—in place of a natural
human figure appear two disjunct parts joined, as
it were, mechanically by a tightened harizontal
band, From their Puﬁvl: acceptance of rToutine,
women will bear traditional deformity, in spite of
illness snd the constant weariness of nervous dis-
orders. What is difficult to onderstand iz that—
with all their wish to please—they can endure its
patent ugliness. Fleasing is the contrast of the Indian
mantle, gracefully draped over head and shoulders
and falling in vertical folds to the feet, and of the
gﬁlr.gﬁt.:h:ﬂ and mneat littde frring bodice of the

9
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Hindu lady. Her head with its smooth hair, decked
with simple gold orpaments or fresh flowers, half
covered by the silken veil, 38 well poised and beautifol,
She poses on it mo twisted straws, dyed in metallic
colowrs, no fantastic covering, hung with pieces of
dead bind.

The step of the Indian woman walling i a thing
af joy. It has in it nothing of the mincing awkward
shuffle or of the disgracious manly stride. But at
her best see her walking in the country villages, where
her frame is trained to a graceful poise by the con-
stant carriage of water-pots balanced on her head
as she steps unshod down the dusty lanes or the
sloping banks of the river.

In the villages, indeed, it is round the well that
woman's life circles. Where the dry plains stretch
away westward from Ahmedabad over land cast back
by the sea, the walls of mud-built wvillages stand
square against the blank horizon, where they were
raised against the raids of Kathi or of Koli free-
booters. Here in the hot spring months from March
to July, before the grey rains turn the land to a sticky
swimp, the sun from dawn to its setting beats savagely
on the sand. In these little townships, high-walled,
with iron-studded gates, the women have to am.-.]:
the well early. An hour before the day, before even
the false dawn throws its silver flicker over the sky,
they come from every guarter to the one great well
which supplies the place. Oh! the early morning
chatter which wakes one from his sleep! PRopes
10




As they are

and bucksts splash upon the water and pot rings
against brass pot, They come in scores, of every
caste and age, merchants' wives and pretty moblerre,
cultivators end labourers, old women, widows and

mothers, and little naked children—how frail and
tender their lines ! —hardly able to stagger homewards
under the load. With hurried prattle they tlk of
the night and the coming day, of the prices of the
bazaar and the scandal of 2 wanton neighbour ar the
coming visit of a priest. The day dawns and the
full white orb of the sun, white living keat like molten
metal, rises suddenly into the level sky, The women
finish drawing water as best they can and torn home.
They walk straight, those women, two copper pots
balancing casily on the head, another large pitcher
lightly held agsinst the hip, essily moving a8 they
talk and smile. No wonder if a young man, idly,
may sometimes stroll towards the well. For some
there are who looking on theie women of Kithizwid
passing, with golden skins and full oval faces, must
say to themselves, as sald Sclomon, * How fazir and
how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights: this
thy stature is like to a palm-tree and thy bressts to

clusters of grapes.™
MNext to the well, it is at the temple that the life
of 2 woman centres. For her every thought and act
is moulded from childhood to the diy of death by
the present reality of religion. Her childhood is an
adoration, marriage a sacrament, wifehood an obla-
tion: in motherhood she finds at once sacrifice and
1I
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WDIBEP.' "i'.l']l'il".‘ ].EL' ll'l.d dl:-'a.ﬂ:l. ili]'.[t' AT & ql.'l.l:!t and
a resignation. Life, as to herself she interprets it, is
not 1o much action as a response to divine erdinancs,
receptive and submimive. She awaits love and may
yvield to joy: but she expects them at a handmaiden,
humbly, withoot striving and without insistence.
And the daily ritual in which her life of service fnds
its symbal is the scattering of flowers upon the images
of God, the singing of His praises, and the circum-
ambulation of His sacred shrine, At the temple she
makes her humble vows, for a hushand’s lindness
or the supreme gift of childbirth. And there,
from the fulness of her heart, she pours out thanks-
giving for the blessings of her state. And if at the
end perhaps she die childless and 2 widow, it is not
singular if she Ieave her wealth to the further endow-
ment of the temple and the greater glory of God Rama
znd his Bita, the divine pair of her worship.

The hercism of Indisn womanhood has found ijts
loftiest expression in the Rajput mobility, with the
great (lueen: who have fought and been alain in
battle or seli-immolated on the funeral pyre: its
plety is a transfigunration in the Brahman and the
merchant class: and woman’s love with its trans-
cendent ecstasy burns like a glowing ember on the
hearth of every soul. But for devotion to labour,
uninspired by any ideal other than its mers fulfil-
ment, oné turng to the menial castes that, from
century to century, have lived closest to their own
soil,. Thus on the stony uplinds of the Deccan,
12
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the women of the untouchable Mahars—descended
probably from some onee ruling race, long tragically
overthrown—lsbour without respite in the hard
fields at their husbands' sldes, But, furthermore,
they bear and suckle children, cock the family food
and do the work of their poor household, Ceaseless
labour it is, done without bitterness, in 2 humble
resignation. A rough life, yer not without redemp-
tion|! Their hardships are recognized and their
'Plﬂﬂl]'.l'i_‘ﬂ shared : ﬂ:u:j' stand side by side with their
menfolk, comrades by their service, They hold
themselves upright, not without the pride of service,
snd to the eye that comprehends, they have even a
rough attraction, like a picture by Millet, in their
gturdy strength, earthy and frmtful.

‘The book of Indian womanhood has many pages,
and each page is different, one from the other. Living
in a wide continent, the speech of one group of women
is not as the speech of another, And in faith they
are not one, nor in bloed mor habit.  But though
the leaves of the boak are of varioos type, yot they ars
all of one shape, bound in one cloth and colour, For
w all of them, above all else, is comtentment with
their own “womanhood, faith in religion and the
naturzl I:.I::pl: of love. An un:tmit'r.l'.ug devotion and
an unfailing tenderness, that is the Indian woman's
service in the world ; and it is her loving service that
has given itz best to the land. India has had grea:
]:nrl:adur_rs and great thinkers, it has had and has brave
soldiers. But more than the men, more even than

3
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their best and bravest, it is the women who have
deserved well of the country. What they have won
i3 the respect with which all men behave to stranger
women. It is a rule of Indisn manners that they
should pass unnoticed and unremarked, even in the
household of a friend, and, except perhaps among
the lowest ruffians, there is none who would offend
the modesty of a woman even by a gesture or an
unseemly recognition, They can pass in the midst
of crowds, as nurses pass in the most evil back-streets,
without molestation or insolt. For the women of
India have raised an ideal, lofty and selfiess, for all
to behold ; and they have come near it atrainment,
And with all its self-sacrifice and abnegation, with
all #ts onremitting sérvice, the ideil 18 not inhnman
nor is it alien to the nature of womankind. It allaws
for weaknesses, it s kind to faults, and it aspires frankly
to the joys of a fulflment deserved by service. Not
without rezson did the writers of old India liken the
perfect woman of their land to a lotus, in that she

W jp tender as a Hower.”

4
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“Thilke blissful 1yf
Thet iz betwire n boockand ard Ris Wit
And far to live under that holy bond
With which that first God man aod womman hoad.
*Mon ocher |7l wapde he, B werth 3 bene
Far wedlock s jo ey and o cleas,
That in this world it is 2 paredys” ™

Marchonter Tale,  Ciaborn,



Chapter II
MARRIAGE [N INDIA

In all countries, for a woman marriage has 3 sipgni-
ficance not only greater than but different in quality
from the significance it has for a man. It i not
merely that to the man marriage is only one incident,
however far-reaching in its effects and values, smong
the recurrent vicksitndes of life ; while to the woman,
even if it be so regarded, it is ar least the most con-
clusive of all incideats—that from which depends not
alone her own comfort but rather the fulfilment of her
whole being and fonction, A man’s life is made up of
the intermittent pursuit of many a quarry at the im-
pulse of divergent passions, projected from time to time
in varying light upon the evenly-moving backpround of
the sub-conscious activities. He studies and his soul is
engrossed in the niceties of the arts or the subtleties of
philesophy. He finds satisfaction for his intellect and
even his emotions in the choice of the fitting phrase for
a description. At another time he rushes to sport, and,
for many hours in the day and many days in the month,
finds plessant fatigne and final occupation in stalking
the srag through the forest with its dry crackling leaves,
In administration he makes a career: and he may he
busy day and night with problems of finance, the just

B 17
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uze of authority or the thousand questions of palicy in
a developing civilization. Whatever his profession may
be, his work engages the greater portion of his Jife and
all his highest and most useful encrgies. A man's pulse
quickens itg beat rapidly, and as easily falls again to a
slow extreme of indolence and indifference. He does
his best and finest work in the hours of rapid enecrgy.
It is then that he fulfils these functions of creation and
fruitful activity which appertain to the male in the self-
ordered organization of the world. But among theose
his union with his mate is not the mest important.
Rather it may be called the expenditure of a superfluous
energy. He needs his mate only in the moments of
excited passion, when his energies, unexhausted by duties
that he counts more valuable, are at their strongest.
But as 2 companion he values the woman that is given
to him mainly in the hours of repose and leisure—those
periods whes the ever-stimulated mind and bedy sink
to the level of an indolent pasivity. Companionship
he sesks that his surroundings should be easy and con-
genial, when his work is done and he is weary. Again,
when a man marries, he either has loved or will love
other women and he kmows in his heart that the wife,
who is to share and make his home, can be only ane,
though perhaps the tendereit and sweetest, of his loving
memories. Herein, for the woman who gives him her
love, i the frony. Only with the man to whom 2ll love
is ashes and who can never kindle the fierce flame of
Pmiu-n, can she expect the sole and exclosive pidseision
to which she is inclined by her owa nature. From the
18
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Marriage in India

man who can promise her his only love, the gift is of
little valoe and his love bot the thin shadow of a spectTe,
But she knows the man whose love is as a robe of purple
or 2 diadem of rubies cannot be for her alone, whally hers.

To the woman, however, marriage i3 the incident of
all incidents, that one action to which all else in life—
even the birth of her first male-child—is subsidiary and
subordinate, 3he goes to her mate, iIn ghyness and
modesty, as to one who for the fimt time chall make her
truly woman. At his touch the whole world changes
and the very birds and flowers, the scas, the stam, and
the hesven above, put on a different colour and marmur
2 new music. In a moment the very constitution of
her body alters and her limbs take nobler curves and
her figure blooms to a new spléndour. Her mind and
emotions grow: and the dark places which she had
feared are seen to be sun-lit and lofry. Marriage is to
her more than an incident, however revolutionary. It
e rather the foundation of a mew life, indeed a new
life itself. Far her, henceforth, her whole enstence 28
but the one fact of being married. It is her career,
her profession, her study, her joy, her everything. She
lives no longer in herself but rather as her man"s wife,
“ Hali-body,” the Sanscrit posts say, not untroly of
the married woman.

In Indis, even more than in Europe, certainly more
than in Northern Europe, marriage iz to a woman
everything. In early childhood she becomes aware,
gradually and almost unconsciously, of the great
central facts of nature. She lives in a2 hounsehold in

19
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which, along with the carning of daily bread, all talk
freely of marriages and the birth of children. When
a brother or sister iz born, she is not excloded, and no
one tells her tales of mysterious storks or cabbages.
As che grows older, she hears the stories of Sita, the
divine wife, and of Sakuntala, the loved princess :
and the glowing winds of spring and the burning sun
help to bring her to a quick maturity. Around her
ghe pees her girl friends given in marriage to flower-
crowned boy bridegrooms, brought on gold-capari-
soned horses with beating of drums and bursting
fire-works and much singing to the bridal bower and
the sacred fire. She learns of widowhood and the
life-long aunsterities imposed on a woman whose sin-
haunted destiny drags her husband to the grave. In
the household prayers she sees that her father nesds
her mother at bis dde for the due offering of oblations
and the completion of the ritual. Of a woman un-
married, not a widow, she never hears and the very
notion can herdly frame itself on the mirror of her
mind. No wonder that, with her earliest reflections,
she bends her thoughts upon the hushand that is to
come and to be her lord, to whom she will hold herself
affianced by the will of God through all the moving
cycle of innumerable deaths and existences.

Matrimony in India, in nearly every case, is stamped
by one of two types, the marriage-contract of the
Mussulmans, or the unions sanctified in the vast and
extremely complex social system that iz comprised
under the general name of Hinduism. In theory,
20
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lepally one might say, marriage among the Mussul-
mans of India i a contract that should in no way
differ from that practised in other countries of Islam.
A man and a woman bind themselves or are bound by
a voidable contract which confers certain rights of
maintenance and succession, in consideration of mutal
comfort and cherlshing, The contract, but not its
sanction and consequences, can be repudisted at the
man's will and, subject to certain intelligible limira-
tions, at the claim of the woman. In all casea proper
and ample provision 18 and must be made for the
children. ‘The woman who i divorced, or widowed,
is in no way prevented from entering upon a fresh
contract with another husband, rather she is encouraged
and assisted so to do. Broadly speaking, this is the legal
position in every Mussulman marriage. No other world-
wide system has ever been so reasonable and so human.
It is a legulation passed through the mouth of its
Founder for all fallowers of the faith, a3 human beings
bound in their relations to ether men and women only
by justice, which is the ultimate morality of the world.
The interpretation of the Legislator’s act has varied
slightly in the jurisprudence of the * Four Pillars of the
Faith,” the talented authors of the four great law-
schools of Islam. Among the Shiah sect in Persia, also,
the rulings have besn somewhat modified and extended
in the judge-made law of the eccleslastical courts: and
contracts for temporary marriages—marriages limited
to a stated, sometimes 2 shors, period—have for example
been recognized and ratified. But these are all varia-
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tions which show the more clearly how, in ssence, the
matrimony of Islam is a thing of law, an agreement
for certain purposes and with certain consequences,
between human beings rtgi.r:h:ﬂ ifi their capacity as
agents in a very human world. That this thould be
so is, in fact, a necessary comsequence from the whaole
character of Islam. For the very essence of Isdam is its
rationalism. God created the world that He might be
ksxoeon. From the children of Adam He expects praise
and He exacts obedience and resignation. By His
strength and will He divides among them their shares
of blissful or unkind environment. Butin the activities
of human life, when they have satisfied the require-
ments of prostration to the All-Fowerful Creator, He
leaves them free to move a5 they will under the gnidance
of the highest human morality—justice. In the verses
that are concerned with the relations between man and
man, the Bock of the Qor’an is 23 rational as the ethics
af Aristotle or the commentary of a student. Even the
Persian mystics, that were clad in wool, the children
of the Tasawwul—they who represent Indo-Aryan
mysticism outcropping from the level calculations of
the Semitic faith——songht, in the main, only to modify
the attitnde of man to God. In place of obedience,
with its scale of service and reward, they set up a
spiritual ecstasy of love, and in this love they hoped
to umite the human conscionsness with the divine
thought of which it is a manifestation and in which
it seeks absorption. But the way with its four stages
af ascent, by which they pointed the rosd to fina]
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union with absolute Being, rarely traversed the ethies
of human action in the phenomenal world, With the
commznds of justice and with the contracts which made
possible and legitimate the companionship and love of
man and woman they never really sought to interfere,
This then is the plan, clear, reasonable, and hamane.
But in the practice of India, it must be confessed, there
have been many deviations. They live after all, the
Mussulmans of India, among a population, of which they
form but the seventh part, highly religious, mystical,
geeing in all things magic and thesupernatural. In greas
part they derive from the castes and tribes of Hindu
India, converted to the creed by conguest, interest, or
persuasion. Large sections still retain and are governed
by the Hindu customary law of their former tribe. The
rich Mussulman merchant: of Bembay, whao traverse the
ocean like other Sindbads and seek their merchandise
in the Eastern Aschipelagoes or in the new colonies
of the African continent, P:acl:ful merchants of whom
a large sect still perpetuates the doctrines of the Shaik
of the Mountsin and reveres the memory, without
the practice, of the Assasins, follow in their domesti-
cities and the laws of succession rules whose significance
depends from the mystic teachings of the Hindu sages.
In Gujarat the Mussulman nebility preserve with
reapect the names and practices of the Rajput chiefs
from whom they are descended. ‘They marry within
families of cognate origin and transmit their estates
and dignities by a rule that is widely apart from the
jurisprudence of Islam. But that marriage is ip-
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defessibly binding on 2 woman for all tme, even afrer
death’s parting, so that the widowed wife may never
seck another husband—these are ideas whose ultimate
basls is a view of the world as a thing moved and
deflected by magic and magical interpositions. Yet
these opinions of the surrounding Hindu population
have invaded the Mussulman household also. The
proud families: which claim direct descent from the
Prophet of Arabia have in practice crested an absolute
prohibition of re-marriage. And in many families
of temporal rank the stame veto is observed, as having
in it something exclusive and patrician. Even among
the common people, it is only the first marriage
which is known by the significant name of “ gladnes,”
while the corrector Arahic term has been degraded
with a baser meaning to the marrage of a widow.
In practice, too, the wise provisions of the law for
dowries and the scparate maintenance of a wifc have
been neglected, while divoree is much discountenanced
and the claima of an ill-geed or insufficiently-cherished
wife to a decree are ignored or even forgotien.
Child-marriage has become the rule, and consent to
a life-long bond under a contract which has come to
be regarded almeet as invielable, is only too often
given on behalf of the young girl by a relation in-
different to all except wealth and position,

Yet such is the radiance, so purifying the chemistry
of reason that, in epite of superstition, it continues to
oxidize and revive the body which it permeates. The
inroads of Mongol tribes from Central Asia—recent and
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bigoted converzs—Ilaid low the body politic of Islam.
For five dark centuries Mussulman culture was turned
into a wilderness. In India Jedam has been further
obscured, ashas been shown, by the encroaching customs
and feelings of peoples who conceived life on an incom-
patible and magical apprehension, Yer the word of
rationalism was never wholly silent, and the thought of
human justice in a world of caunsation persisted, however
feebly, to sweeten and humanize the relations of men
and women in the fundamental contract of matrimony,
The Mustulman woman in her family wields grear
power and influence. She is consulted and made
much of to an extent raré in most countries, The
words of the Qor'an ire 4 constant inspirstion to her
husband : and he knows himself to be bound to cherish
as best he can the woman who i3 deseribed in Scrip-
ture as a field which he should cultivate and as a
partner to whom he owes kindness and protection.
Under this inspiration he con hardly fail 1o estimate
at its highest the value of womanhood ; for even in
heaven his promised reward includes the pleasures
of beautiful and enchanting women. Thus has Omar
Khayyam written in the 188th Rubaiyat:—

* They say there will be a paradiee and fair women and black-
eyed virgins,
And there, gay they, will be pure wine and hooey,
Sa if we adore our wine and our beloved, why, 'tis lawfal
Since the eod of all this business will be even thos™
The Mussulman religion idealizes above everything
manliness and the manly virtnes; and it certainly
25
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does not undervalue the place of sex in human Lfe,
Now, it is the virile man who ypelds most readily to
the sway of woman. His very vigour impels him to
her side: and in the reactions from enterprise and
affairs he wishes to be soothed by her companionship
and delight. 8o it is true that the Musulman
woman in India has seldom cause for complaine
within her household. The day's labour done, huos-
band and children gather in the inner apartments,
where she rules, and devote themselves to her comfort
and entertainment.

Where she suffers, if at all, is from the voo rigid
custom of the purdab or female seclusion. What in
India distorted the modest injunction of the Prophet
that women should weil their faces before strange
men to the excessive and even fantastic purdab
system, is 3 guestion still hotly debated by Indian
reformers and publicists.

Hindus accusze the Mussnlman population of intro-
ducing the system : Mussulmans point to the more
rational habit of other Islamic countries and lay the
charge to the door of the Rajput nobility. Whatever
may have been the original cause, the results are
sometimes ludicrous and injurious. Applied as it is
in the housecs of nobles and rich merchants, the custom
it sufficiently tolerable and even advantageous. The
ladies have gardens in which to exercise their Emha :
they drive in screemed carriages to see the town or
enjoy the country breezes; they have liberty to visit
at all hours the houses of their women friends and
26
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profit by their conversation. They have light and
air and reasonable fresdom. Like many other points
of aristocratic ceremony, the practice of seclusion i
valged largely by the inconvenience it causes to others.
It needs little knowledge of feminine nature to
appreciate the pleasurable sense of dignity it couses
the wealthy purdab lady when, at a visit, she sees all
male servants and even the owner of the house sent
hurrying to hide in remote corners while she makes
her stately progress from her carnage to her fmends’
apartments, On her travels she notes with pride
the tumult in the crowded station when sheets are
held across the platform to seclude her from stranger
eyes as she slowly strolls to her compartment. But
to apply the same etiquette to the middle and the
poorer classes s little short of madoess. Yet there
are many parts of India, where the Mussilman popu-
lation, and epecially their womankind, insist with
melancholy pride on these observances, whatever
their poverty and decay. There are found in little
crumbling mud-hovels, clinging to the base of ancient
forts and palaces, women who spend their uscles
lives crouched in a dark ill-smelling room, where the
light of day and the breath of energy and aspiration
can never reach them. They bear feeble children;
fall sick of a decline or internal ailments : and go out
in premature senility like a candle in a choked tunnel.
Fortanately the sturdy Mussulman peazantry of the
north know nothing of these follies: nor in Kithis-
wid and Gujarit do the Mussulman artisans, who
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are here pictured, muin their homes by this disastrous
aping of an aristocracy. But even with this draw-
back—one maintained, it must be remembered,
mainly by the same feminine lust for pride and pre-
cedence which in England keepe the clerk’s wife from
cooking a dinner—it is in pgeneral true that the
rationalism of the system has produced mutunal re-
spect and affection, together with much courtesy and
chivalry, between the sexes.

The Afghan or Fathan womsn 18 In MAny Ways
apart from her Musulman sister of the real India of
the plains. Strong, virile, courageous, but treacher-
ous and illiterate, the Afghan tribes are still nareowly
within the pale of savagery. They are hillmen,
living in secloded valleys or rocky fastnesses, with
the virtues of their kind, but far removed from those
urbane politiss which in all languages and races have
set the type of civilization. In Islam the word for
civilization it a8 much derived from the word for
“ city,” * Medinah,” #8 in the languages that trace
their descent from the Latins. Of gentler qualities
the Afghans have no share. But they have strong
passions, great thirst for love, and the freeman’s respect
for others’ freedom. The woman is caressed and petted,
loved with a passionate love, loaded with gifts, and
then—when old age breaks her vigour—too often cast
aside with the callons thoughtlessness of the savage
The men are jealous and she lives always under the
ghadow of a knife, the long, thin, sharp-edged knife
of the Pathan, so quickly drawn across the throat at
28
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the first whisper of dishonour. Herself passionate
and hot-tempersed, she too blazes out in sudden rages,
and the small dagger that she carries is not unseldom
used. Passion and excitement, quick pulsing heart-
beats, fiery love, splashing like scarlet flames upon the
dusty h:l:kgrnu.uﬂ_. and then the slow ntgl&tl:ﬂd down-
ward track of old age, that is the Afghan woman's life.
Mostly she is chaste and clings to her own man,
till the last bullet catehes him full in the chest and his
life gurgles out with the bobbling blood. Buot she
can also love greatly and soperbly, like the fine full-
blooded creature that she is. Thare was soch a pirl
once, a child merely, fifteen years old, who from the
barred windows of her father's honse ar Kabul, saw
a young English officer ride past on his charger with
the ill-fated -I'_'l.'PI:diti.DIl.. She came of :I'ﬂ:i‘:ll stock and
her father was a chieftain of rapk Inm the Amir's
gervice. Yer ghe learnt the officer’s name, who can
gay with how many precautions and terrors: and
found he was still onmarmed. When the troops left,
she crept forth too, this child of ffteen, and turned
her face from her father's house and her pecple to
follow the man she had chosen. 8he found her way
across the mountains by the wind-bitten passes, with
little food or shelter, till she reached the deserts of
Sind and the wide stretches of the Indus. Not till
then wras she safe from the ntrenging dagper. Then
slowly she traced her road till she cames to the port
of Karachi. And there, in the new cantonment, with
its strange avenues and houses, she found the man
29
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whom she had sought. He, happily, was rich and
of distinguithed family, He heard her story and
married the brave girfl who had dared so much for
his love. Then he brought her to England and had
her taught and trained, and she found favour at
Court, and their lives were happy.

Such the Afphan woman can bes The love which
she pgets—and gives—echoes in the poetry of
Lawrence Hope,

** Tou are all thac is Jovely and light,
Aziza,—whomn [ adors,
And, waking after the night,
I am weary with dreams of you.
Every nerve In my heart is tense and sore
As | rise to another mermng apart from you,
I would burn for & thousand days,
Aczizn, whom [ adore,
Be rorrured, slain, in unbeard of ways
If you pitied the pein I bore.

Crive me yoar love for a day,

A night, an howory,

If the wages of sin are death,

I am willisg to pay,

What is my life bar a breath

Of passion burning away 7

Away from an vaplucked Bower !
Ok Azizs, wham T sdore,
Aziza, my cue delight,

Only cae night—T will die before duy,
And trouble your life no more.”
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Chapter II1
THE HIMNDU WOMAN 1IN MAREKIAGE

Maraisce under the Hindu system i by no means
easy to describe 3s in actnal fact it is. The defini-
tions and classifications given in the legal textbooks
or Scriptures of the Hindus are little better than
abstractions—deductions from assumed premisees of
a theological kind, with only a slender tie to the
actual life of Hindu societies. The difficulties of
practice arise from the vast complexities and fluid
conditions of the great masses of peoples and races,
with divergent levels of calture and inconsistent ideas,
that compose the aggregate which for convenience is
distinguished from all others by the collective name
of Hinduism. For Hindoism is, of course, in no real
senseé a church or creed. It has no definite tenets
and mo articles of dogma, The acceptance of a
certain social system, centring upon the existence of
hereditary priesthoods with divinely-given powers of
interposition and interpretation, is its final criterion.
This system and jts practical consequences once
accepted, the man is free to believe and follow what

creeds or philosophies he may please.
Yet through it all there is a certain rather vague
and elusive unity of ides, a spirit, one might say, that
c 33



Indian Women

in various forms penetrates and transmutes the vary-
ing material of creed and caste, of blood and race
with which it is presented. In emence this iz the
spirit which regards the whole world 28 an unreal
dream, an illmary changing scene of transformations,
stretched over the realities of a higher nitimate world
of Divine unity. Laws and customs are based not
on & reasoned purswit of the good as existent in this
life; but upon the means, magical or supernatural,
of acguiring merit in a supposed ultimate universe
of timeless and permanent reality reached after final
severance from the circle of birth and death. It is
a spirit diametrically opposed to that Greek

which placed before man 2z his final and only aim
happiness or the excellent Ptr[u-rm:mce of function in
the world we Jnow. Hardly lesa s it oppased to the
Bemitic creeds which pru]u:t the purposes and rewards
of virtue into a similar world of similar pérceptions and
individualities conceived as existent on a higher plane
attainable after death. For the enifying spirit of
Hinduism, so far as it can be grasped as in any way one,
rejects the world altogether as a reality and places its
virtues not in any reasoned balance of human rights and
duties, but in the observance of rituals and zusterities
commended by the authority of a hierarchy.

Hence marriage also, as far as it approaches the
ideal, is based vpon considerations that are rcom-
rational and belong rather to a mystical or saper-
natural way of regarding life. Marriape to the
Hindu thinker and idealist has nothing to do, in its
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ultimate causes, with the preferences of one man or
one woman, nothing to do with the pursuit of happi-
ness inoa Pﬂlpitaﬁng finite and human life. He sess
in it no free unicn of two human wills, jained for
their own contentment in an isolsted human relation.
Rather it is the connection of two incarcaticms of che
warld spirit during an unreal moment of illusery
existence. The proper husband and wife are re-
cognized and selected by magical arts exercised under
the anthority of the Bacred Books by certain claises
of the priesthood. They are joined under a right
conjunction of the stars, interpreted by an hereditary
expert in the magic art of astrology. Their marriage
is ganctified by miraculews rites and blessed and trans-
formed by the repetition of mysterious Sandoit phrases,
They enter their new state purified 25 by a consecration.
In a word, they deal with a sacrament, not with a
human contract. It is not the satisfaction of human
feelings that is sought, but the fulfilment of a ritual duty
to the family, in its relation to the Divine Spirit,
This view of marrisge, as an ordained sacrament,
is manifested throughout the actoal ceremonies of
the wedding, at least among the castes that claim the
higher ritusl ranks. The bride and bridegroom must
belong to the same subdivision of the caste and yet
must not be related by a common descent from the
same mythical founder of the family. Before they
can be betrothed, the horoscopes must be studied
by an hereditary astrologer to see that the proposed
union does not traverse any of the influences of the

35




Indian Women

stars in their conjunctions. Nowadays it is true thae
horoscopes have fallen somewhat into neglect among
the more *advanced.” These allege that the time
iz wrongly found on any horaloge except the old-
fashiomed water-clock and they insinuate—what i ne
doubt often true—shat the verdict of the astrologer
depends upon his emoloments. Thos even the most
advanced of Hindos, if they do withoue such adwvice,
do 3o on the ostensible ground that '.I'mruamPu are
incorrectly delivered, not that in themselves they are
enreasonable, Apgain the marriage i3 made between
children, so that desire or personal preference shall
not disturb the ordinances of heaven. The ceremony
can take place only in the auspicious months when
the constellations of Jupiter and Venus are in con-
junction with the son. At the wedding symbolic
presentments of the boy's and girl's ancestors make
more clear the significance of the wedding, as a mere
phise © a2 family existence, in which the individual
it as nothing and the race i all. When the moment
approaches, the bride and bridegroom sit, face to
face or side by side before the objects of worthip, their
right hands joined, a strand of red cotton round their
necks, a eloth drawn as a screen between their faces,
The priests chant Banskrit verses, while the astrologer
consults the water-clock, which is needed to read the
exact sacerdotal hour, Then when the moment has
come and the cloth 13 drawn, the p-ai_r turn round
the sacred sacrificial fire, and the seven steps are taken
which make the marriage indissoluble and eternal. The
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bridegroom turns to his wife and wtters the sacred verse,
“(Oh! bride! give your heart to my work, make your
mind agrecable to mine. May the God Brahaspati
make you pleasing to me.” Then for himself he swears
not to transgress, whether for wealth or love, And then
they go out and leck npon the Polar Star, that star
which guided the first Aryan wanderess across Asia,

A marriage of this kind, so solemn and so sacra-
mental, cannot in the lifetime of its partakers be
gevered or dissclved. Dnly the will of God, executed
by the cold scythe of Death, can grant a divoree.
Until death come, the pair is inevitably joined, to
labour and pray together, and to engerder and bear
the children who in time shall release thelr parents’
souls from the purgatory of unfulfilled duties. The
Hindu theory is a deduction from two principles,
one, the unreality of individuzl appesrance, the
second, the noworthiness of sensuowns illusion,

Marriage is a union of :Ph:ml:nl beings for the
gake of family and community, and for the attain-
ment of a worshipfel elevation over sense and the
waorld of illusion. It is at once a consecration and
an initiation. The absence of thit strong sexual
pastion which we have clad in the jewelled weils of
poetry and have baptized in the romantic waters of love
is not to the Brahman eye an impediment or a dis-
appointment. At the most the hope is for an ordered
affection and a disciplined devotion.

But the facts of human nature cannot with impunicy
be ignored. Idesls based on & non-natural order of

C 2
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-r]ﬁ_ng. may inspire noble poetry ;: but the:,r must fail
when they are applied to larpe bodies of men and
women. Contracts founded upon causes and effects
that are traced by reason can be applied without mnch
hindrance and at any rzte without hypocrisy by all
those who can rr_n:n:-Eniz: facts. DBut there are few who
are worthy of or can benefit by a saccament. The
Hindu gpirit has created splendid images and has
embodied in'literatore the characters of Sita and of
Damyanti, the wile who is all devotion and sacrifice,
nobly couragecus, nobly patient. Buot, by its very
distance from actuality, it leads in the practice of every
day to great hypocrisy and unnecessary hardship,
The danger has been foreseen by the lawgiver: them-
selves : and they have not dared to apply their ideal,
even in theory, to others than the highest castes of
the hierarchy. For the warrior, the cultivator, and
the menial classes they have allowed different practices
and divergent ideals. Even in the practice of those
Brahmans, to whom the system should apply in its
entirety, considerable concessions have been authorized,
In the unauthorized acts of every day life there are
even greater deviations. In one sense, of course, it
may be said that the theory of the highest Hinduism
in regard to marriage 13 one and indivisible; but
marriage is, after all, the concrete contact and com-
panionship of a Hving, feeling man and woman, and
the application of the theory an affair of national
character, Race and climate and the influences of
history have played their part in the Indian Continent
18
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at least a8 much as in other regions of equal area.
Even in the priestly Brahman caste, the Brahman of
the Deccan is as different from him of the Punjab as
an Italian Marchese could be from a Prussian Graf.
They come from different strains, they live in different
surronndings : and the one bond s a common social
spstem with some common ideals under which they
have both obtained their power.

In general, it may be said that the ideal has been
humanized and softened in all those parts of India in
which Rajput or Mussulman influences have at any
time been powerful. In such regions, in Gujarit, for
instance, or in Kithiawid, the people have never
taken lkindly to the mere negation of desire, A
certain practical genius has always rurned their glance
to the fruits of the earth and the pleasures of the
senzes. Commerce brooght them wealth and the
desire for comfort; from chivalry they learnt the
lessons of gaiety and enjoyment.  Among them beauty
is esteemed and desired ; plessore sought or demanded.
From 2 wife 18 expected charm and companionship,
pasion and plessure. She is treated as a homan
being, with the ordinary human capacities and frail-
ties; and she can exercise power and influence by her
charms. She may be loved as a woman ; and she is
often the object of jealousy ; butsheis seldom deadened
by that chilling respect which shrivels fresh desire.

In the arid, ascetic Deccan, on the other hand, the
woman 13 more commonly disregarded. There she
ives in an atmosphere where sensnousness is re-
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proached, though it may be practised. A man in-
dulges passion, if he do 30 at all, 25 2 thing shameful
in itself and abominable, with stealth and sclf-abase-
ment, in the grosseét and lesst wrbane manmer. [f
he yield o 2 sexual desire, it & without esteem or
regard for the partner in his sin. Towsrds the wife
of a consecrsted marriage he preserves an attitude,
which may be irreproachable, but must certainly
be unfattering to her womanhoed. In the light of
religion, she may be regarded a3 a partner in a mystic
union ; but in the household she 15 often Little better
than a housekeeper, contemned, neglected, and never
warmed by the glow of desire nor wooed with these
attentions by which men seck to please. Betwesn
Gujarit and the Decean, it is again the contrase, only
intensified, between France and England, On the one
hand, power and pleasure and the charm of life—with
perhaps jealonsy and a certain sense of the possibilities
of homan frmilty. On the other, coldness, a real
contemnpt, and that callous reliance on an unswerving
chastity, which some have been pleased to call respect—
and which 15 50 annoying even to the plainest woman,

Religion again effects a distinction. Those who
adhere to the worship of Shiva, the God of Destrue-
tion, the Lord of Death, the Master of Ascetics, are
apt to tem from the goods of this life to a final
absorption in an abstract oneness. But in Krishna,
the very human incarnation of (God the Preserver,
the inhabitants of the richer and more fertile tracts
of the continent have found s congenial saviour.
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From the devotees of his creed he demands only love,
a constant and all-absorbing offering of the heart:
and he bestows upon them in return the free case of
the world through which they are passing on the way
to the love-laden groves of Paradise, While the
followers of the theology that centres upon Shankar
gee the universe a3 one, an abstract God-in-himself,
indivisible, unchanging, a pure spirit that alone ir
and has being, and define the aim of life as, after
reiterated births into further action, the final iberation
from the senses by absorption into this infinite and
unqualified spirit, the warshippers of Krishna adopt
a teaching which admits an eternal dualism. Force
and nature, spirit and matter, are to them an ever-
lasting pair, which can never be finally united. 5o
they tend readily to a view of life in which man and
the Deity, as he can koow Him, are circumscribed
by nature, and in which man can find salvation in the
love of all things. And in the love of all things, if
there be inward grace, the enjoyment of the nature
that God has granted to the world must be allowable.
Treedom 15 attained when the enjoyment is uncon-
ditioned and the soul is wholly united to the spirit of
all nature. It iz only the conditiens of life, and the
need for transcending the wants of the world in order
to reach that prace in which God is directly felt, which
can impose restrictions and prohibitions.  Se, naturally
enough, the disciple of the gracious, iind, and loving
Krishna is more likely to demand love from the com-
panion of life than the ascetic votary of Shiva.
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The practical meaning of marriage is again very
different in the warrior caste, now represented by
the Rajput clans. Comparatively recent invaders
of mized Scythian and Turkish or Hunnish tribes,
they almost alone in India have become what in
Europe is meant by a gentry or an aristocracy. Feudal
in their concept of the state, cavaliers and men-at-
arms, seeking in war a profession, in the acquisition of
landed estates their fulfilment, and in sport their
relaxation, they have brought to the brown monotony
of India the splendour of gallanery, chivalry, and
romance. Exempted even by priestly ordinance from
the oppressive asceticism that it in general obligatory
to the Hindn mind, they have formed for themselves
a code of honour coloured by the legitimate hopes
and enjoyments of a warrior clan. In the traditions
of their caste they still preserve the memory of the
bride's 4:h-'.:u&5ing, The mitors sat amembled, each in
his own place, in the palace hall, with sword and shield
to his hand. ‘The cartain was uplifted and the bride
stepped round the hall, a garland of Howers on her
arfn. Then when ehe reachesd the man whom che
chose to be her own prince and beloved husband, she
slipped the garland on his neck. Thus they became
man and wife, and no one could demy their will
That time iz long since gone, and no bride has now
snch a choosing. Yet to this day the heroines of sll
Indian plays and the grest women of Indian poetry
are all of the Rajput clas. Marriage 13 with them
even now & practice adapted to the aristocratic temper
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partly from the catlier Brahman books and partly
from the traditions of Central Asia, tinged also by
the fashions set by Mussulman emperors in the Courts
at Delhi. Polygamy is recognized as lawful and is
practised by the Ruling Chiefs and the richer of their
cadets. The maid-servant may be the concubine of
her master and the dancing girl who enlivens the Courts
i3 often in private 2 mistress. But greatis the power of
the wife behind the curtain, deep and warm-blooded the
love ehe hopes to win, great also her valorous devotion.
And through the whole fabric runs a woof as of old,
half-faded brocade, a thread of chivalry and pure
reverence and protective delight.  Astrand of silk at the
wrist may make the Rajput gentleman at any moment
the knight-errant of a lady whom he shall never see,
and for whom his honour shall yet be 25 & hrother's.
But to the Rajput lady of a ruling house there is
one special terror. If death puts his finger on her
husband, her life fs too often overwhelmed to an
extent unnecessary and cruel.  For herself remarriage
ig forbidden: and a love-affair iz often requited with
secret poison by her husband’s successors. For there
are many who still hold that the family honour can
be stained indelibly by a woman’s lightness, Then
in her husband's place may =it on the throne a rival's
son, whao from childhood has had his ears filled with
bitterness. Her jointure may be insufficient; even
an administration i only too often unsympathetic
or unduly spiring of money ; or the successor may by
foree or intrigne attemuate the estate that was be-
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queathed. She finds intereat no doubt in the manage-
ment of the lands that form her jointure, but her
seclusion places her largely in the hands of interested
advisers. As a rule, the downfall is more lamentable
even than that of the Dowager in Eorope, except per-
haps in Royal families. Suicide (Sa) on the funeral
FFIE Was in the past almost a release for the Raiput
widow. Among the smaller Rajput yeomanry, the
case is better. Remarriage i3 not unseldom allowed.
At the worst, the wife has had no rival and her own
child succeeds ; while, failing children, she finds with
her relatives the regpect and Hndness to women which
i3 generzl in this caste of manly gentlemen.

Another group consists of the lower, but thoroughly
Hinduized, working castes. . These run from the very
low untonchable castes who are the uwspal domestics
of the European officer to the skilled artizan and the
cultivator. Their matrimonial regulations are a com-
promize (like moet compromises hardly * working *
between Brahman theory, economic necesity, and
ohsalars P:rimiﬁvu custom. They are influenced
vaguely by the usual ideals. Widow remarriage is
however tolerated and commonly practised, though
somewhat looked down upen in the popular regard.
When the Puﬁr.a to the association are worling men
and wemen, miserably poor for the most part, illiterate
and unprogressive, it follows natarally that the action
of the system is conditioned mainly by economics.
"T'sil and labour, in field or factory or shop, is the part
of both, and the woman's houschold work and the
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aselstance of the growing children are incentives to
and conditions of the mifriage. They have no
Ieisure for the finer sensibilities and, like the poor in
all conntries, must have an eye cver open to the needs
of food and nutrition, Withoot much education
and with little capacity for refined emotion, it is not
vnnatural if there is sometimes disunion, and if they
seldom artain the heights. The hosband in his
cups may occasionally beat his wife, or may have to
git with bowed head before the storm of her boister-
ous abuse. Yet they compare favourably with
gimilar classes in other coumtries; and at the worst
they ehame the terrors of European glumns, the brutal
wife-kickers and procurers who lurk in the blind alleys
of industrial Iife, Tt is troe indeed that the rapid
growth of industrial labour in India also has adversely
affected the marriapges of that class and that only too
often an unhappy union ends in clopement or prosti-
tution. GGenerally, however, it may be sid that the
Hindu husband even in this class seldom descend: to
the grossness and cruelty so often found in the lower
quarters of Enropean cities ; while the wife forms and
maintains a higher standard of womanly conduct and
devotion. An easier tolerstion marke their conjugal
relations and the Hindu character at its womt i
commonly free from the extremer modes of bruzality,
Among the abariginal tribes, the Bhils for instance,
marriage s still in a very fluid condition. The actual
form that in practice it takes depends imevitably
on the extent to which the tribe has succumbed to
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Hindu or rather Brahman influence. As it hecomes
gubjected to that influence, and as in consequence it
aims at raising its rank within the Hindu social
system by the aping of higher castes, so it the more
readily adopts the worst accretions to Hinduo matri-
mony, child-marriage, for instance, and large dowries.
Buot in geoeral it may be said that marriage among
puch tribes is a free amociation betwesn youthinl
adnlts, promulgated by certsin payments of money
aor service to the bride’s parents and relieved, if barren
or unhappy, by an almost unrestricted right of divorce.
Pre-nuptial chastity i hardly looked for, and neither
man nor girl i muoch blamed for an early elip,
After marriage chastity Is the uswal role.  The attitnde
1 in practice not very dissimilar from the reasonable and
natural outlook of the Scottish pessant: and, as in
Scotland, the net result i3 a state of general happiness,
easy and egual companiomship, and wery remarkable
mutnal trost.  The woman has much weight in affairs
and not unfrequently holds the purse.  Asin the country
districts of Scotland, prostitution is unknown, and the
eruel ruin of a woman who has loved too soon is pracd-
cally unhesrd of. Widows of course remarry, znd there
i# much homely love between husband and wife and
parecnts and children,

Another system still survives among the inhabirants
of the southern cosst lands where the Arabian Sea
beats against the palm groves of Malabar, Here the
tribes of the Naim, formerdy warlike and sl brave,
headed by the ruling house of Travancore, maintain
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a marriage system that dates from the earlier Dravidian
culture which preceded the Aryan invasions. Both
among the Mairs—the noble class—and among the
pricsts, the MNambutiri Brahmans, an ecclesizstical
and land-owning aristocracy of peculiar sanctity, the
customs of matriarchy prevail in varous depress,
Among the Nairs, for several centuries, the law was
of polyandry, pure and simple, the wife having several
husbands according to her own good pleasure. In
late years the actual habit of polyandry is to all intents
defunet and only in very few cases, if at all, could a
Mair lady be found who consorts with more than one
husband. But succession is etill traced through the
fernale line and 2 boy succeeds to his mother's brother,
not to his father. And in other subtler ways the
effects of polyandry are still manifest. Perhaps the
mogt curious survival is thar the religious ceremonial
of marriage—an expensive and public rite—is performed
at an carly age with a man, with whom the girl has no
other connection than formal participation in this in-
effective sacrament. Much later comes what, in the
European sense, would be called the real marriage, with
the husband whom she is'to cherish, This is a contract,
entered into freely by both parties, dissoluble at will
One of the elements of its popularity and success is in this
very freedom which has given the Nair ladics 2 position
enjoyed by few other Indian women. An attempt
absurdly made to limit this freedom by legislation, which
gave an option to the parties by an act of registration
to introduce the usual disabilities of a rigid matrimony,
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has proved an wtter failure. An accompaniment of
the polyandrous or matriarchal system, which still
prevails, is that husband and wife do not live together.
The MNair house is the abode of a whole larpe family,
based upon joint descent from a common female
ancestor. In the house or family mansion the apart-
ments of the women are together and are emtirely
separate from that part of the howe in which the men
live. In this house the husband has no part or share ;
but he comes to visit his wife in her apartment just
a5 she goes occasionally to visit him in the similar
household in which, by his descent on the mother’s
tide, he has a night ta live, On the freedom of choice
exercised by a Nair lady in her mating there s littde
restriction, save only the ome that she must not chooge
a man of lower station.

The Nambutirl HBrahmans, on the other hand,
though they live among the Nair tribes and are their
prieszs, have gone npo forther than a compromise
between this system and the arrangements usually
prevalent among Brahmaens, The results, like those
of most compromises, have been disastrous, Only
the eldest son of a family marries. The rest, when
study of Scripture and the practice of ascetic simplicity
prove unsatisfying, seek consolation in indiscriminate
seduction. ‘The immediate results of a theory so un-
natural are polygamy, burdensome dowries, marTiages
for wealth alone, and the seclusion and bondage of
women. [n spite of the simplicity and candour of thess
Brahmans—qualities which male them personally love-
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able even to those who deplore their influence—their
community has been gravely injured by such marriages.
Only the simplicity of their desires and the earnest con-
gervatism of their faith have made them tolerate a
systemn g0 unnatural and injurious. They bow with
pions resignation to the will of God, by which they
mean the resnlts of their own human folly,

Birter must the contrast be to the secluded and
anstere Nambutiri ladies when they see their Nair
neighbours at the anmual winter festival which com-
memorates the death of Kimdev, the Hindu God of
Love. Long before daybreak, every Nair girl of any
position is out of bed and goes with her girl friends to
the nearest tank. Plunging into the water together,
they sing in unison the song which is sacred to the God
of human hearts. As they sing, they beat the water,
with the left hand held immediately under the surface
and the right brought down upon it in a sloping stroke,
splashing and sounding deep. Stanza after stanza, song
after song they sing till the first light of dawn peeps
over the cocoanut palms. Then they go back to their
homes to dres in their best and enjoy their holy day.
They darken their eyelids with collyrium and make their
lips red with betel leaf. In the gardens they play on
swings with their friends. Then they gt down in
merriment and enjoyment to the noon-day mesl of
arrowroot and molases with ripe yellow plantaing and
green cocoanuts. Afterwards they again sing and dance,
while all good hushands on this day of days visit their
wives in their family mansions and make themselves
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pleassnt to the ladies of the family and bring little
presents and frieadly good wrishes,

This system, strange though it appesrs to those
who are familiar only with Jewish and Teutonic
customs, has been particularly successful in securing
the ends of every marriage—comfort, free develop-
ment, and the worthy upbringing of healthy children.
In no class in India is education better appreciated
and more widely chared by the sexes. Every Nair gizl
is sent to the village school, her education as much a
matter of coarse as her brothers’ ; while there are many
who have matricolated at the Madras University, At
the sgame time, by the universal admission of those who
Imow them, there are few women in India who have
greater charm or exsrcise s valuable an influence on
the manners and morals of sociery.

Marriage in Hindo India is, therefore, very various
both in practice and in theory according to the
locality and the race or ecaste. But regarded as 2
whole it presents, one may sy, some common char-
acteristics. It is invariably a religious rite, sanctioned
by magical ceremony, rezlly sacramental. Ounly in
castes which allow a widow to remarry is the second
anion divested of most of this supernatural sanction,
to become almost a free contract. ﬁgv.m marTiages
are in general arranged by the parents or relations—
with the advice of priests and astrologers—while the
husband and wife are still children, either in real
childhood or shortly after their puberty. Further,
in all the higher castes, and in lower castes as they
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ggsume or usurp a higher position, widows are for-
bidden a further marriage. Normally the ides of
marriage in the classes in which Brahman influence
iz most firm 8 accompanied by a certain ascetic
thought, which holds sensuousness and enjoyment to
ke al;lmcﬂ:lhg dﬂh:!iﬂgiﬂd garth=bound. The warld
of action being illusory and unreal, and each action
entailing its answering reaction, deliverance from
illosive appearances and absorption into the one final
reality can be gained only by passive withdrawsl
from activity. But all action springs from desire:
and the strongest and most actractive of cdesires s
love. Hence in II:I.B.II'].H.EU' thers should be no over-
powering desires; none of those impulses of emotion
which keep the man bound during thousands of
incarnations to the idly-turning wheel of illusion.
Only as a deliverance irom conflicting desire and as
the mesns of continuing family life & marrage in
itself to be valuned. Its happiness and fruition are
to be sought not in the tumults of pasion but in the
calm and ardered affection of a disciplined and wor-
shipful pair. From the husband protection and self-
restraint are due: from the wife to the lord, whom
heaven has given her, unflinching devetion, constant
respect and obedience, unwavering chastity.

But in some castes and places the ideal has been
altered largely by fendalism and chivalry, by Inxury
and an appreciation of human happiness, and by the
influences of a bndly humanizing belief. There we
find love welcomed and pursued, and the besuteous
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wife elevated like a sobstantiation of that Krishna-
spirit in which man attains cn earth to the love which
= unending, '

In general, Hindv marrisge does undoubtedly, to
a marked extent, reach very closcly to the purposes
which it seels. In general, it produces a very real,
#f somewhat colourless, affection, an affection main-
tained by common interests and the great bond of
congtant associstion. The defects which it has are
in the main the excrescences of a religiows system,
such as are apt to grow wherever reason is displaced
by theological or supernatural commandment. When
rationalism grows strong enough to question the
authority of priestly ordinance and tradition, it will
be potsible without any wery serious effort to prune
them safely from the sturdy trunk of Hindu life,

Child-marriage is, of course, that one of all its
features which has been most viclemtly attacked.
But it may be doubted whether those who have
attacked it have alwayd had 4 clear understanding of
its dgnificance. BReil child-marriage—the wedding
of children who have not yet reached puberty—is
after all nothing mere than an indefeasible betrothal.
And in itself it is a logical and natural deduction from
a theory which postalates the selection of the bridal
pair by supernatural agency, working either throngh
the divinations of an astrologer or through the parents’
careful affection. Any element of personal choeice
and free-will would be repugnant to the underlying
thooghts and must to a large extent be subvessive of
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the social and moral superstructure.  Free-choice
could be mtroduced generally only by a substitution
for Brahman regulation of something quite other—
as the warrior castes, for instance, extorted for them-
selves from a submissive hierarchy s different scals of
moral values. Moreover, in practice child-marriage
has some clear advantapes. For it allows the wedded
pair to be brought up together, as children only, in
their parents’ houses, till in time they become habit-
uated to each other's company and affection, while
gradeally they come to know and learn their place in
those large households to which their future lives
belong. The Hindu married couple can live in oo
independent isolation like the European. Rather
they will be but one unit of a great [amily household
managed on behalf of all by ita eldest members. The
real marriage, the consummation of ther growth to
man and woman, comes much later, after many years
perhaps, when the pareats at last give their consent
to the grown student and the heslthy maiden who
helps daily in the houschold tasks. Rather it is not
the child-marriage that is so much to be deprecated
a5 the marriage that succeeds, as in some castes it
does, too quickly upon puberty. For, by an un-
happy ignorance, puberty is in India only too often
thought, a8 it was thought in the Europe of the
Rensimance, to be maturity ; and the marrizge thus
concluded is at once made real

In fact, in both cases what is needed is 2 little more
scientific knowledpe and the embodiment of the
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knowledge in the Pepal Code.  Cases occor only too
frequently of the martyrdom of young brides, not so
much from eraelty, or even from uncontrolled passion,
as from sheer ignorance of scientific fact. It has
become s superstition, supported of course by the
usual authority, that puberty means martwrity, net
merely for love—which would be sufficienty mis-
leading—but cven for child-bearing. Here it i
that rational education must enter the field, In a
country in which knowledge is luclily not accounted
shameful, it is easy for education to explain that puberty
is only the beginning of a new period, and that loves
firet blossoms must noz be followed by too early fruit,

In this respect the practice of Hindu marriage
unhappily dots show a fault of the most serious and
terrible kind. If education has stll much to do, the
state of the law most certainly requires improvement,
It is sometimes said that the Penal Law of India at
present does not give adequate protection to girls
who, for various repsons, are unmarried. But silence
is usually kept about the far more serious fact thae it
provides practically no protection 1o the married
girl. In her case the age of consent has actually been
fizred at twelve ; and no child of more than twelve can
claim protection from the law against the brutality
of the man to whom she has been married. Obviously
the limit of age for the protection of gitle should be
the same in all cages, whether she be married or un-
married, whether she ke the victim of the man to
whom she has been joined beside the sacred fire or
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of one who owes her no special daty. It s the most
obvions confusion of thu:rug]].t which fails to see that
the offence, if it is one, is exactly the same, whether
or not & mystical ritual has been first ui:lﬂ:r‘n:li. The
thug was no better than a common strangler Because
he first prayed to Bhavani before he murdered. The
offence is the same in all cases ; the punishment should,
if anything, be morc severe to the man who is
peculiarly bound in duty snd in honour to cherish
the woman he has made his wife. The State 1 now
prepared to protect against perversion 3 class of
women who, on an outside estimate, do not excesd
one-hundredth of the population and who ex bypothen
are of a position and character somewhat less than
reputable. But the State denies its protecton to
the other ninety-nine women of each hundred, the
maothers of the country, the honoured helpmates of
its households,

The harshness s made the greater by vices which,
though forbidden, have in practice become commen.
The sale of danghters iz an offence against which
the sacred writings of the Hindus strongly and con-
sistently inveigh. Yet in only t00 many cazes parents
do lirtle else than sell their gitls in marriage 10 the
highest bidder. The sums of money which they
demand and which they use, not for the daughter’s
benefit, but for their own, are so large that they are
forced to accept a suitor of sufficient sobstance with-
out regard to fitness or religions sametion. Of the
higher classes many nowadays revolt against such
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conduct, which they recognize to be wicked and
despicable. But in the lower castes it is still general.
The inner motive of such actions i3, of course, the
ignorince, quite as much a5 the selfishness, of the
father. Too ignorant to comprehend that a human
soul Is an end in itself and that a daughter is also a
free human being, he looks en her with besotted eye
23 2 mere instrument of his own betterment. Hand
in hand with this evil, and dependent from it, is the
terrible practice of giving young brides to elderly
hushands. In no other country could the results be
more disastrous or the gir-wife more unhappy.
Vallabh, the Gujariti poet, has expressed that wretched-
ness in 2 beantiful song, which has had some influence
in zbating this social evil. From it the following lines
are quoted, addressed to the Goddess Mother :—

W Goddess mother, ald {5 the husband thoa hast given me,

Mother, scooraed ia this coming to life of mine, Alas, what
more can T say

Goddess mother, a liele child am T and he a grest lnmbering,
aged mam,

My youth is like » blossom and my husbend is o shrivelled
'|:|'.'||:||:|1:|:|:If..

Mother, mine are jost sixteen years spd he has seen his sighey,

Goddess mother, of a winter’s oight thero ls many a taste
cae feels,

But doltish is odd epge, and my husband {5 deaf and dumb.

Goddess mother, sportive am I and wounld ke to play and I
make my aves twinkle,

Buot, mother, he, be says, *TH beat vou,’ and lifes his stick
in kia hand,

Old is my husband, mother, what good can come out of age F
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Goddess mother, on the festival all the girls are gaily dressed
and merry,

But my husband is tired and weak and ugly, and I bead my
head in shame,

Mother, my hair is black and his bead Is all white or grey.

My youth 18 at its blooming and already my ife Is wrecked.

Craddess mother, why was [ not strangled ac birch, why was
I pot poisoped 7

Yet if my hosband dig; it is my part to be tree to deach.

Nay, Goddess mather, with joined hands I pray ar thy feer,

When I am born again, give me a husband that ja young
and strong.”

But as long as society tolerates the acceptance of
money by a bride’s father, so long will there be parents
to be tempted by gold to sanction their children’s
ruin. And even theén there will pemist a2 deeper
reason. For girls are all carly married and widows
may not marry a second time. So, even against his
will, an elderly man is forced, if he wishes to have the
legitimate and socially-sanctioned companionship of
4 woman, to seck in marriage one of the younp girls
who alone are in India available for a suitor.

The prohibition of widow remarriage has also been
bitterly attacked, often by those Indians who, from
education or environment, have been affected by
rationalism, sometimes by those who find a false pride
in the imitation of foreizn custom. But the pro-
hibition iz not of course universal. Those castes
which have not yet set up a claim to the higher cere-
monial purities, are free to compound with human
degires by a second marriage, devoid of sacramental
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significance. It is in the higher clises that the
woman may have to pay for the pride of caste by her
individual smsterities. Yet against the prohibition
of widow remarriage may be set the terrific wastage
in Euorope of chaste and onmarried women. It has
not at least entailed upon Indian sociery that nar-
rowing and unnatural edocation which Europe has
seen itself forced to accept, with all its consequent
evils, and which is perhaps inevitable if chastity is to
be required as their highest and sometimes their only
virtue from women who are in every case condemned
to a lengthy and, in a vast number of unhappy cases,
to a life-long celibacy. - In India 2 woman is st least
allowed to krete and to be natural; for an eacly
marrisge gives her in her rpening maturity the fitting
fulfilment of her womanhood. And, even at the
worst conjunction of destiny, the ides]l of devotion
crystallized in an unbroken widowhood is, in iteelf,
no ignoble aspiration. ‘The unflinching venerstion
that a son gives to his widowed mother is in India ne
small recompense for her sacrifice to a sacred duty.
Widewhood is recognized by all as a state—divinely
imposed—of austerity and atonement. But it has
its own quiet rewards in the family home, with i
serse of duty done, like 2 non’s or a Sister of Mercy's.
Tt is harsh in those castes, which have merely adopred
a custom, when the inspiring ideal is not felt living in
their hearts, deep and intense, And it is also hamh
in those cases where the original thought has besn
warped by an exagperated deduction or whers punish-
1
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ment is too rlgclmur-ly exacted for illicit iniri.ugtmm:
of the rale. At least in the case of the child-widow,
betrothed indeed by a sacrament, but never really
wedded, some apr.:-ﬂ}r relaxation of the rule Appears
desirsble: and it is probable that, with the decay of
faith and with the new scepticism aboat blessings
conveyed by an astrologer’s predictions, some such
amendment will soon ensue.

A deeper objection to the Hindu system is one
which has been seldom, if ever, expremed. Racially,
the absence of that natural sclection which expresses
iteelf in mexmal desire, cannot but be detrimentsl
It i peshaps vain to expect a vigorous childhood to
be born from unions in which healthy desive is re-
placed by the coldness of duty or by an instinct that
has not been transfipured by personal attraction and
gelection. The difficulty is inherent in a spstem
which bases it selection wpon the supernatural and
rejects the natural call of spirit to spirit and sense to
gense. And yet it must be confessed, not without
ghame, that a carefel selection by parents, #f 1t could
be trusted to be rational and disinterested, might be
no more injurons than the restricted and illusory
choice, too often made in ignorance, which so far
seems to be the only substitute that civilization has
learnt to provide. In gemeral, it may be said that
the Hindu rules of marriage are, in the ordinary sense
of happiness, as conducive to the happiness of the
spouses as the fast tramsforming systems of modern
Europe, and that their happines is less gelf-centred
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and more altruistic. Romantic love i, after all,
most commonly, even in Europe, the short-lived fower
of life in one sex and one class. Marriage must cvery-
where be in practice limited and artificially restricted.
Economic conditions are very near the base of mest
marrizges ; and even In the richer classes muost be 3
main constituent of the bridse’s decision. Moreover,
for the lasting purposes of marriage, affection 3 no
bad substitute for love—affection and the senge of
destined comsecration. It may at least be asmerted
that, in general, among the wpper castes of India the
mingled feeling of duty and devotion is as strong as,
and perhaps more stable than, in the corresponding
sections of English soclety. In many places, however,
and in many castes, the soft bloom of companionship
and emotion is bruised h-}" the hrutality of  first union
with a partner before unknown and undesired, Nar
can it be denied that the gnostlc ascetichm, to whick
Indian ideslism has so often condescended, hae Hllad,
where it conld, that ]-nj-" if & fres hutﬁ:rﬁtr which
alone can invest marriage with the flaming beauty of
love. When the value of love i3 considered 23 an
inepiration to art and chivalry and, indeed, to every
creztive activity, then the loss, thus self-inflicted, will
appear in all its gravity. It may well be that the
dut'hljl' glumber of the arts in modern India iz ta oo
gmall cxzent due to spiritual conditions which exclude
and condemn the love which is profane, and is therefore
alive and immortal,
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The Ladies of the Aristocracy



# Love in fall life and leagth, oot love ideal,
Mo, nor ideal beauty, that Brs pame,
Bur something berver seill, so very rzal
That the swest model mest have been the ame
Ard pf:' thn:.].nw.lmus:l:tl:nﬂm e
la momentary gliding, the soft grace,
The yauth, the Hasm, the beinpy which agree,
In many a pamelen being we retrace,
Whoss course and home we now oot nor kel krow
Like the lest Pletad seen no moce below,™

Begre,  Lown Bywows,



Chapter IV
THE LADIES OF THE ARISTOCRACY

Waar exactly it is which constitutes an aristocracy,
at any given time or place, is not always easy to define.
In Earope, in general, aristocracies are based upon
the survivals of feudal fiefs or sometimes opon Court
distinctions—but how greatly altered, brosdened,
twristed, and transmuted| In India special con-
siderations have arisen to complicate the question,
For all throngh Indian society there run, on different
curves, double clasifications, each traced by diver-
gent forces. On the one hand, as in all human
societies—unhappily imperfect—lies the pgreat uni-
versal distincton which one cally rank, distinction
of power, that is, and official authesity, with dis-
tinction of wealth as accompaniment or even as sole
qua]iﬁtﬂﬁﬂﬂ,.. On the other side Lie the less natural
—hall they be called unnatural }—distinetions of a
hierarchic classification, peculiar to this continent
and the Hindu faith. In this hierarchy, the classi-
Fcation is not by power as tested and exercised in the
world, open and plain to all men, but by a claim to
power over supernatural forces, acquired by religious
merit, not necessarily in the individual life but perhaps
in lives assumed to have occurred in past transmigra-
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tions. But, a3 the saint spends in study and prayer
the hours during which conquerars are active with
sword or sceptre, so religious merit does not neces-
sarily bring wealth or authority—with which indeed
it chould be incompatdible. Moreover, religions
austericies and abnegations spring from or produce
a character, to which the vices and virtues of a fendal
aristocracy are alike opposed. 3o though the Brahman
ir in the hierarchy of caste by universal recognition
infinitely the highest, so much indeed above all others
as to be by mystic ordinance * twice-born,” though
he is ceremonislly pure as purity ftsedf, though his
life it sacred and his blessing a reward, his curse 2
menace and a doom, yet in no actual sense can his
caste be said to form an aristocracy. A few there
zre among the caste who have Tien to royal state
and rule lands as princes; but even in them the
gualities of human leadership are overwhelmed by the
traditions of & scholar race and a consecrated people.
Actually, therefore, it may be said—if words are
uted in the usual sense—chat the aristocracy of India
is composed of the Mussulman nobility and of the
second or Eshatriva class of Hindus, the ruling and
fighting houses of the land, And of thete at once
the most interesting and the most important are the
tribes known collectively under the name of Rajputs,
“sons of Kings,”" as the word would read in English,
They are, of all the people of India, the most gallant
and picturesque. Almost they are Indian chivalry
itself.
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In India, the homes properly speaking of the Rajpur
tribes are in Mirwir, Mewir, and Kithiawid, in the
tracts, that is, which stretch from the centre of the
Continent to the sands of Sind and down to the base
of the Peninsula, a5 well a2z in the province that pro-
jects into the Ocean to the West. From the desert
of Bikanir and Jodhpur, where water has to be sought
by shafts hundreds of feet below the level of the
scorching sand, to the forests and glens and rocla of
Mewir and to the fertile plaine that roll across
Gujarit to the Arabian Sea, they rule or hold their
lands on tervice tenures, and hunt and shoot and make
love and yearn for battle.  Bikanir, _'[::lﬂh]_:r'u:r, Rntlam.,
Jamnagar, Baria, and how many other names there
are that in the Great War have made dear the Rajput
clans | They have borne the flag as fighting gentle-
men to France and Flanders, to East Africa, and the
plains of the Tigris and Euphrates. The recital of
their deeds and glory is a task, alas! for other pens.
Be it for these lines to make something piain of the
manner of their daily life at home.

But first 2 few words must be written of their
history. For without some such knowledge, there
can be no understanding either of India or of the
qualities for which the Rajpur stands. Modern
India, as it is now known, came to shape in the nine
hundred or thousand years that passed from the day
of Alexander to the Mussulman conguests. Before
that period there was an India, still reflected in the
Scriptures and in the living beliefs of the Pmplﬁ:,
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when Aryan immigrants furnished rulers and priesty
to dark Dravidian masses, cousins of those who still
people the South Sea Archipelagoes, peoples who
evern now form the staple of the Southern Indian
population, those who speak Tamil and Telugu and
migrate a8 labourers not only to Ceylon but even to
Fiji and Jamaica and Trinidad. But after the
division of Alezander's Eastern Empire, that wvast
half-gbscure series of invasions began which changed
the face of the greater part of the Indian continent
and altered all the constituents of itz population.
From the Bactrizn Empire and its Hellenized in-
habitants, came Menander with the lonians—Yévans
as they are known in Indian histery. From the Oxus
valley and Central Asia came the Scythian Sikas and
the Kushins. And all of these accepted the Buddhist
faith and ruled kingdoms and helped learning and
founded new families. Then, in the end of the fourth
snd throughout the fifth centuries, this India alresdy
so tramsformed, was flooded by the vaster, all trans-
muting hordes of Gujjars and White Humns. Each
horde in turn swept into its embrace something of irs
predecessors, each being widely mixed and comporite.
So to the last in all those conquering peoples—and
the Hung were a people on the move and not an army
—there were elements of Greek and Tuck, Avar and
Mongol, and Persian and Ceucasian—all the elemernts
in short that go alio to mske up Eastern Europe
and its nations. Those were the peoples from whom
descend the Kshatriya caste of modern India, these
(i)
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fine well-mannered fery sportsmanlibe Rajputs, whe

ars the P-'ridl!.' of their country. They look like any

Hungarian nobleman or Georgian chief; and all the

centuries spent in encrvating climates and an austere

faith have not taken from them their dash and
mionate fervour.

They are Kshatriyas now, it has been said, these
Rajputs from Central Asia. For from of old the
clagic, if academic, division of the Indian peoples
has been supposed to be in four great caste or class
abstractions, of which the second or warrior class is
Inown as Kshatriya, And in fact it was into this
caste that the invaders were by artful priests assumed
to be adopted. The first hordes, from Bactria and
the Oxus, had become followers of Buddhs, a caste-
less faith in which the Brahman priesthood lost its
P:.-n.l&gﬂ. But the later comers, the Gujjars and
Huns, with their adoration of fire and sun and moon,
were quickly persuaded to the Hindu system and
the acceptance of the Brahman pnesthood. 2o they
glew as they conguered and extirpated the adherents
of the reformed creed. And for reward they obtained
the rank of Kshatriya and genealogies of the true
Aryan breed. Those who were soldiers and founded
states or formed the fighting men-at-arms of the clan
maintained the rank, and are the Rajputs of to-day.
The rest, a8 they sertled down to trade or craftsman-
ship or as each by the succeeding horde was engulfed,
and, where it was not absorbed, oppressed, brought
to the multitudinous castes of upper India that
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Rajput element which iz still strongly marked by
Scythian tribal names and even by customs or appear-
ance, It was a clan system, something like the
Highland clans. Just a8 Macdonalds or Camerons
abgorbed into themselves earlier Picts or later broken
septe, 30 did even the proud Besodizs of Udepur, one
must soppoes, take into their tribe in the first rush of
conquest many converted Siras or Kushfing, broken
tribes, it may be, who were useful recruit, or perhaps
at times some powerfol leaders. As the Fhghlander
going to Glasgow or the Lowlands, lost his nobility
and became artisan or weaver or tradesman, marrying
with the common people and shedding his pride and
distinctions, so of the Central Asfan fighting tribes
there were many who descended to the common level
of the working population.

Now the Rajput tribes for over a thousand years
have been the kernel of Indian aristocracy. They
have lofty genealogies which trace their trees to roots
in mythology, to birth'from fire or the personified
sun and moon, The god Krichna, a Kshatriya chief,
indeed, of real but hidden fact, mized inextricably with
the ancient concept of & cloud-god, powerful in some
forgotten Aryan home, has his plice as divine pro-
genitor in many a family tradition. They have their
professional bards who sing the epics of their race
and preserve the records of their families and descent.
For a thousand years they have spent the lustres
fighting, tumultuous, each chief with his following
against his neighbour, always divided, yer throughour
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in no mere lust of acquisition but in the spirit of a
sport, sought for its own sake, governed by the rules
of chivalry. Throughout Rajputana and E&thiawid,
their castles stand on every eminence. Thence they
could gally forth uwpon a foray, or in them, if the worst
befell, sustain a brief siege. Younger sons cither
went out to carve themselves a career and perhaps
a kingdom with the sword or received an appanage,
hali-independent, in which they governed as vasssl
P,[inr:q;, The chief ruled with a power abeolute and
arbitrary ; but he had o rule as a father among his
children. The clin obeyed, as a child obeys his
father ; yet withal there was always 2 curious fesling
of equality. They were all of the same blood, they
felt, high or low, born to carry arms, all pentlemen ;
and the chief was no better than his poorest brother,
except that (Fod had é‘fl!ﬂ him as eldest of the older
line the right of decision in affairs, For their estates
the clansmen paid by servics, each according to his
fief serving in person or with subordinate horsemen
and men-at-arms. To this class belong the women
who have been India’s heroines, the women whose
mames survive in story, brave with the brave, tender
and true. Best known of all, perhaps too well-known
3Eai:|1 10 bear mention, are Padmini, the Pru:u:m of
Mewir, and her no less courageous companions and
maid-servants. For she was beautiful, of a beaoty
so sarpassing a8 to bring ruin to her own people.
'Ali-ud-din, the great conguercr, heard of her fame
and contrived to see her features in 4 mirror. Then,
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having looked, he swore that she must be yielded 10
his passion or, if not, that Chitor, the capital of Mewdr,
shoald fall. Finally, when it was no longer possible
to resist and the impregnable fort was only too clearly
pregnable by the enemy, Padmini called the wives
and daughters of the fighting men and told them
what wat in her mind. [n the vaolts desp within
the core of this strange hill fortress, they piled wood
and straw and built themselves 2 vast pyre. Then
with a farewell o the soldiers who were to I:]'!:I.I:'E'E in
one last sortie upon the enemy, the women went
down the steps to the supreme offering and laid them-
selves upon the logs of burning wood and died. In
this way the women of Chitor—without one to shrink
or to draw back—preserved for all time the memory
of Rsjput honour and the exaltation of Rajpur
womanhood,

Even to-day, without a doubt, there are within the
zandnar of Mewir many women of a spint no lems
sublime. The honour of the family, that is 2 sacred
flamme which they feed in their hearts with ever
renewed foel of self-merifice and devotion. That s
a repute, which, even when they sin, they seck to
preserve intact ; and they know only too well that
infraction of this law brings with it death. The
women live, with few exceptions, in the atrictest
seclusion, seeing no male person except their hushand
and oceasionally an uncle or a brother. But, in
despite of privacy, the fame of their comdoct is
whispered abroad and their influence in affairs is only
0
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too often iclt, even by Political Agents and Residents,
In s chief's household, there may be two or three
wives, each with her separate establishment and her
appanages. The management of her estates alone
demands a good deal of intelligence and force of will.
Hs.ndiapp-:d a3 the & b}r being forced to converse
with her stewards through a cortain, behind which
she remains invisible, it is remarkable with what ability
many a Rajput wife or widow controls the adminis-
tration of her funds, though sometimes wnhappily she
may become the victim of fraud or specions appear-
ances. The popular estimation of the Rajpur ladies’
tzlents 15 shown in the Gujirﬁti proverh, ® The clever
woman's children are fools, and the foolish woman's
children are clever,” in which the former is the Rajpat
woman with her impetuous and often imprudent sons,
and the latter the conning Bania trader with his
wsually awkward and futile mother.

Ounly experience can show how deep, and some-
times how perverted, is the respect for family honour ;
how hard the duty imposed upon women to preserve
it above all things else at any cost. Bome years ago,
a young Rajput gentleman in an access of insane rage
murdered his stepmother in her room. He had a
gister, a girl of eighteen, still pnmarried, who was
sitting beside the pair and saw the murder done
before her eyes. As it happened, a (jovernment
officer was near the place, got early information, and
by a forced ride through darkness over forest tracks
was able to reach the scene of the murder by mid-

71




Indian Women

night. He went at once to the girl's guarters and,
while respecting the custom of purdah, insisted upon
speaking to her in person. The girl was still shaken
by the murder that the had witnesmed, her nerves
apset, her night sleepless, her mind a vortex of cruel
impressions, Under the skilful guestioning, she soon
broke down, and—told the truth! Bhe recounted
the facts aa they had happened ; and the facts were
that her brother, the head of the family, was 2
murderer, BHut thereafter the gi:r]. remained  une
married, no Rajput of lineage, however poor, being
found to accept in marriage & Rajput maiden who by
the mere truth had fized in the public eve a stain on
the family name.

Of Rajput wocings there is still many a romantic
story to be told. In one of the smaller states there
had been some talk of marrying the daophter of the
house to a greater chief, The young lady, a girl of
about fifteen, exceptionally beautiful and graceful
well-educated, a writer of excellent letters both in
her own and in the English language, managed to pet
hold of a photograph of the propesed consort and
mcontinently fell in love with the pictured image.
The negotiations et with unexpected difficulries
and the project all but fell through. The young
chief, who had not seen her, was indifferent and
accepted an offer from a more powerful state, where
he married the young princess, almost a child, This
was 50 far from damping the other lady, that it served
only to inflame her further, The greater the diffieulty,
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the more determined she was to win the man whom
she now loved with a bitter passion, She wraote, she
intrigued, she guided the negotiations herself, she
entreated and schemed and ingisted. Ar lasc she was
successful, and the young chief came to wed her a: his
second  wife. Throughout the ceremony, he was
indifferent, almost bored. From his manner it was
plain that he married only as a duty, because he was
a gentleman, bound to s promise which he may have
thought himself cheated into giving, Bur, the cere-
mony over, he went according to custom to eat the
first meal with his new wife and for the first time to
see her face and listen to her gpeech. In less than an
hour everything was changed. Fired by her im-
mediate charms, he burst all the bonds of etiquette
and carried his bride off to his own tents. He made
her his queen and put her Like a seal upon his heart.
For the child whom he had formerly married there
was little thought, and the new bride, who for so
many years had loved him from his portraicr with a
pamionate eagerness, became the ruler as well as the
loving servant of her prince,

The daily lives of these Rajput ladies of Mewir
and Mérwar may not have many deep interests but
they are by no means empty. Among the preater
chiefs, the woman’s life is the usual life of palsces,
with luxuries at command and with corresponding
duties. There are servants to order and affairs to
manage. Most ladies read and hear recitations;
maid-servants sometimes sing ; and children have o
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be cared for and tended. Sewing is 3 common
amusement in which most Rajput women are expert.
Ovccasionally a Rajput girl is heard of wheo, in the
remoter districts, goes out riding or even shooting,
dressed sometimes as 2 man, though seldom indeed
can such amopsements, in a caste which follows the
seclusion of women, be entertained after childhood.
There are, however, among advanced chiefs with
modern idess not a few instances in which there is
s tenmis-court in the palace grounds for the ladies,
where the wives play together or with their husband
and his nearest relations. And there are some rare
States where even the semblance of seclusion is being
discarded and the ladies drive sbroad or shoot big
game in the jungle.

These, howeyer, are the libertics of the great.
Among the lesser nobility, where riches are usully
wanting and position has to be maintained by a
stricter observance of traditional rule, the manner
of life is busier, with less need of plessure-sesking.
In such & minor country-house, the wife will nspally
rise with the sun. If her mother-in-law is alive, she
goes first to her room and wishes her a good morning,
Then comes, what is in all such households a duty of
first importance, the care of the dairy-farm with its
noble white cows. The milk and whey is always
distributed to servants and dependents by the lady
herself. That done, she has & bath and saysz a short
prayer for her husband, sees the children have their
breakfast, and visim the kitchen. The proudest
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nobleman’s wife would think shame of herself, if she
did net superintend the cooking ind at need take a
hand in the baking of cakes and special delicacies,
She seen to it that her husband and all male guests—
usually numerous—have their breakfast before she
herself eats her meal with her women. In that hot
land, 2ll sleep whe can in the middle of the day, and
the Rajput woman is no exception. When a couple
of hours later she rises, she seeks for some amusement
for the aftermoon.  All E.a.jput ladizs are bmught up
from childhood to the strictest care of their persons
and are taught even physical exercises. Before they
are married they have learnt every device by which
they can preserve or heighten their beauty and every
art by which to charpen their husbands’ zest and
devotion. For this purpose there are many things
they learn which in Europe would be disapproved.
But it is largely due to this care that they are fanlt-
lessly neat, fair, and attractive, and that so often their
beauty laste to advanced years. Thus in the quiet
afterncon hours one of the frequent amusements is
to inspect and brush clothes. Ladies keep lirge
wooden chests, hasped and bolted with iron and often
beantifully carved, very like the bridal chests of the
Ttalian Penaisance. In them are stored the clothes
in whose neatness and beauty they place their vanity.
One by one they are taken out by the maid-servants
and dusted and shown to the mistress and refolded
and put back. It is a poor woman indeed who does
not have at least fifteen to twenty skirts, from the
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cheaper cotton or red Tuorkey cloth to the richest
silks and gold embroidery. Mantles {Saris) are at
least as many and of bodices there may be forty or
fifty. The maid-servants who fold the clothes are
a notable inetution. Rather household slaves than
gervants, born and bred in the house, and almest of
pure Rajput blond themselves, they are the intimates
of their mistress. One or two of them there will
always be who have been her sffectionate companions
since childhood and have, on marriage, sccompanied
her to her new home. Such a girl is the lady’s con-
fidant and copstant comrade, who looks to all her
comforts, rubs her down after her bath and does
skilful massage, kmows all her secrets, brings her all
rumours of the world, sleeps at her side in her hus-
band’s absence, and is her much cherished friend.
Often, especially in youth, the two spend their after-
noons sewing together. Amongst the Rajputs of
Kithiswid, besides the pretty bodices that they often
sew themselves, it is the custom for girls to embroider
fringed strips of cloth for hanging across doors or
squares to fasten upon walls for use as ormament at
marriages and festivals, Lirtle picces of glass or mica
are let into the embroidery and the patterns very
much resemble those still sewn by peasant women in
Hungary, whither they were also brought from the
garne tribal centres of Asia, Reading, visiting, chat-
ting take up the rest of the day till evening approaches.
Then the Rajput woman puts on her richer dresses and
her jewelry and gets ready for dinner and the night.
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The BRajput women of Eithiawid and Curtch
deserve some special mention, both for their besury
and their exceptional cleverness. Beaurtiful they are
above all other women of India except only in
Kashmir, fair with a rich fresh golden tint of skin,
with full soft eyes, and with long black hair. In their
apparel they are particularly tasteful, and the green
hues that they specially affect set off their complexion
at its best under the Indian sky, Of their intelligence
there is no doubt, and throughout the Rajput country
they arec respected for their talents and perhaps,
ghall we add, feared for their intrigue. Jealous and
gmbitious 1o 2 fault, 'I:hl:rjr are mot ignorant even of
the use of poison; and atr least 1t'ils a proverb thac
“ Bhe marries the land, not the man™ . Gallant and
courageons they are, even in evil, and it is not s long
ago that the tale was told of a not-virtoous princess
that night aftér night in the dark hours saddled a
riding camel with her own hands in the stable and
rode six miles out to join-a lover, and before dawn,
another six miles back, untesn, unknown, with the
threat of a dagger-thrust, if discovered, always in
her mind. But when well-beloved and cherished,
these Rajput women are charming companions and
faithful, assiduons helpmates.

Besides the tribes who can claim to be Kajputs of
authentic origin, descended as was said from the
Central Asian invaders who transformed ancient
India to its present type, it follows reasonably enough
from the constitution of the tribal entities and from
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the eternal facts of power and sovereignty, that there
are many others who puot forward a claim more or
less substantiated to a similar recognition. Buch are
the glightly later invaders of similar strains who came
to India from Scythia by a differeat road, the [hadejas
of Cutch and Kithiawid, for instance, with their
frequent marriages with Musulmans, These have
at least a perfectly legitimate title to the name by
a gort of cadet copyhold. The hill Rajputs of the
Himalayss, among whom for generations survived
the last indipenons gchionl of Indian pﬂiutiﬂg, can zlag
fairly put forward & claim based on historical descent.
But in addition, throughout Northern India, whenever
by the fortune of circamstance a new tribe, not yet
included as a caste in the orthodox Hindn system, has
attzined to Pn.m:ely power, the claim to trae Rajput
ancestry, for a time -u:mrla.ld. and obscored by the
dust-layers of adversity, 18 propounded and defended.
Minstrels in India are no less complacent than genea-
logists and heralds in Earope; and a ruling chief can
have a mythical founder of his line disinterred from
unknown records as readily a3 can a Britsh peer,
Instances are many and notorious; but it would be
invidious to retail cases, where very often the tribe or
its ruling family are in every way worthy of inclusion.

Among the Hindu asistocracy not yet fully re-
cogrized as Rajput, perhaps the most notable are the
Mahrattas, Cultivators of the arid Deccan highlands,
their swift-raiding horsemen carved out many & princi-
pality in the last three centuries. Several regiments
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of the Indian army are recroited from these stern and
hardy tribes, and the Mahratta has fought steadily
and well on the Eup‘fua.im and the Yser. Among the
ruling chiefs, the generosity, loyalty, and gallantry of
H.H. the Maharajs Scindia of Gwalior, in particular,
have now become famous throaghout the warld,
Besides the roling chiefs, the Mahratta tribes have
a mummber of families of lesser nnhi]itf, above the mas
of poorer farmers and peasamts. Five of the tribes
boast a purer birth and loftier ancestry; while in all
ninety-nine tribes or branches of the race are counted.
But in all tribes, far greater is the distinction between
gentle and simple than among the Rajput clans.
The Rajput clans form a real brotherhood in which,
in many senses, each man 8 as good as another,
wealth and power being accidentals only upon the
leading strain. Ower the whole sacial life iz the
tradition of the fendal fief and tenure, where all hold
s gentlemen by their soldiers’ service, Among the
Mahrattas there has never been this history of fendal
aristocracy. And even more perhaps, a certain demo-
cratic tendency and a certain proneness fo claim
“rights ¥ in the true democratic spirit, make it
natural for thote who have attained nobility to dis-
tinguish themselves by a havghtier alooiness. In
many ways this tendency has affected the Mahratta
woman. It has introduced the purdsb or seclusion
for one thing among a people to whom it is not aatural,
first among the nobility, and now to a modified degree
among the richer or prouder of the farmer clam.
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Among the mass it hardly exists even in name. More
obvious still is the difference in appearance between
the lady and the weman. The latter is like the
generality of the Deccan population—one sect of
Brahmans alone excepted—dark, stunted, hardly
attractive. The former is fair, graceful, somerimes
singularly charming. Seen at her best (and there
are now not a few who in the disuse of seclusion in
the more modern houses may be so seen) she is intel-
ligent if guist, winning though a trifle austere, grave
and refined. The Mahratta lady lacks the open, ready
smile and frank feminine fascination of the Rajput,
but she.has her own severer appeal. There is some-
thing in her always that is virginal, She goes through
life as if unconscious of evil or at least as one deliber-
ately and finely paming by with eyes unnoticing.
Almost she reminds one of the girl-student resolute
upon her way to lectures, Or—shall we say i—in her
is sommething of the Florentine school, in the Rajput
princess the full rich bloom of Venice.

But in the Peninsula where it narrows to a cape
against Ceylon there still survives an earlier segregated
India, uatooched, or almest so, by Scythian immigra-
tion. It never kmew those tribal commumties, now
broken up and regrouped and again sssimilated,
which left behind as their living memorial the strenuouws
organism of the Rajput clans. In the south, whers
the green of the rice-ficlds gleams bright like emerald,
and traffic moves slowly upon great waterways, a
world survives, two thousand years old, fallen perhaps
g2
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a little to -:l:,l:rt.pirud:, of indigenous Dravidians—
caste-ridden, they, from the first known times—and
rarer immigrant Aryans, And in that world out of
the teeming millions of the Dravidian population, akin
perhaps in remote ages to the inhabitants of the South
Seas, the nobility are the Nairs. Aristocracy they can
hardly perhaps be called with propricty, since they
themselves do not claim to rule at being best.  Rather
they derive their nobility, by their own showing, from
the fact that ﬂ:u:;r were deemed worthy by the Arpln.
priests, whom they acknowlsdge to be the highsst of
mankind, The Nairs sre s community, rather than
a caste or tribe, with powers of asimilation. A
large infusion of Aryan blood, obtained from the
favours of the priesthood whom they wenerate, has
given them a peculiar distinction from the Dravidian
mases.

In the * Relations of the Most Famous Eingdom in
the World," which was published in the year of Grace
1611 by Master Johnsonm, this southern nobility was
abundantly described: *It is strange to see how
ready the souldiour of this country is at his weapons:
they are all gentile men and tearmed Naires. At
seven years of age they are put to school to learn the
ate of their weapons, where, to make them nimble
and active, their sinews and joints arc stretched by
skilful fellows and ancinted with the oyle sesamus.
By this ancinting they become so light and nimble
that they will wind and turn their bodies as if they
had no bones, casting them forward, backward, l:n.igh
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and low, even to the astonishment of the beholders.
Their continual delight is in their weapon, persuading
themselves that no nation gocth beyond them in skill
and dexterity,” They are no longer warriors and the
only soldiers of Nair caste are the household brigade
maintained by H.H. the Maharaja of Travancore,
But they are il brave, and in their play the sword and
bockler and the bow and arrow keep their place.

MNowadays it is the women who have won the higher
fame. Seldom in any country can there have been a
womanhood that has received such universal eulogy.
From the earliest histories of Malabar to the latest
writings of French tourists, the chorus of praise has
been a monody. Old Duarte Barbosa, writing cen-
turies ago his ® Deseription of the Coasts of East Africa
and Malabar,” already clothed his impresion in ad-
miring words, Most of all he notes that * they are
very clean and well-dressed women and they hold it
a great honour to know how to please men.” “This
careful cleanliness and a certain grave sort of neatnes
are indeed recurrent in every description. The bath
it to them a very article of faith and they bathe not
daily but, almost it might be said, hourly. Beside
each house is a large private tank or pond of masonry
with broad stone steps leading to the water, and there
are few moments in the hot daylight hours when it
docs not resound to a woman's laugh. They use the
nuts of various saponaceons plants to free hair and skin
from the slightest impurity ; and no robe, however
glightly soiled, is ever worn again il it is thoroughly
B2
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cleaned by the washerwoman. A scrupulous cleanli-
ness and a fastidious nesrness—a total impression of
almost hieratic purity—this ezhales from the Nair
woman like an emanation. By their grave simplicity
an English official was inspired to a pretty compliment,
as he toiled through some red-tape Census Beport with
much talk of " excess of females ™ in the Nair popula-
tion. ‘‘ They could never be accosed,” he reported
with mock indignation, *of an *excess of females.’
The most beautifel women in India, if mumerous,
could never be excessive.”

The peneral picture of grave and simple purity is
heightened by the appearance of their houses, each
aloof and separate with 2 certain guiet dignity in its
own grounds, A bathing tank and a garden, these are
the first conditions of every househaold ; and the garden
is luzuriant with the great rough stems of the jack-
fruit tree, the graceful areca and cocoa-put palms, and
bright green, broad-leaved banana plants. To the
east is the gate, through the garden, to the house, with
s stile 1o cross and a gate-house or lodge art ity side.
The house itself, with its large houschold all related
throwgh the female line, has on the ground floor its
kitchen and store-rooms, an open courtyard, and a
large dining-hall, And above, with two scparate stair-
cazes, lie on one side the women's, on the other the
apartments of the men, segregated entirely one from
another. In such houses with all their numerous
family-members, brothers and sisters and consins and
aunts and children always growing up, a certain quiet
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discipline and an instinctive order, from being a duoty,
becomes 3 constant habit. Comfort and trmquﬂ:ﬁt;r,
if they are to be had, exact self-cffacing restraint and
gentle deference to others® wishes and requirements.
Whartever is boisterous and impulsive, the eelf-asertive
and the crude, has had to be effaced and smoothed
away, as pebbles shaken together in a hag Iose their
sharp edges. The manners that result are goiet and
solfcontained, a little solemn pechaps, as of people
traversing a cathedral, bur sweetemed by human
charnty znd a plessant touch of worldly irony.

The dress % simple in the extreme, a single white
cloth that reaches from the waist to the knee, This
for long ages hag been the sole honoured dress of the
Mair lady, sbove all fear as che 3 and above reproach,
That in all public places she should go boldly and
unashamed, with no self-consciona daring, but aimply
and modestly, with the upper part of her body un-
covered before all men, has been the law of her com-
munity. Only jewelry she wears, 1 gold or dlver
chain, even a gold belt about her waist, gald bosses
in her ears, and a necklace whose pendants are a3 the
eobra’s hood upon her neck. Bometimes, however,
e_&pnci::ﬂl}r in these later d:l.:.rq., and when she travels to
other provinces, she throws a cloth over her shoulders
and bosom, with a certain shyness, as of something
coquettizh and immodest.

Amusements too are simple, but to their thinking
plentiful and quietly enjovable. All girls are taught
to read and write, and not 3 few are highly educared.
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They are in general on the happisst terms with their
husbands, whom they do not see too much and whose
affections are not blunted by the daily wsage of a com-
mon houschold and the dulling minutiz of daily life.
When, however, there is incompatibility, they separate
simply and naturally without unkindness to seek a
better loved mate. In leisure hours, swinging, two
or three merry girls on the same swing, is a favourite
amusement, and singing and dancing are often enjoyed,
eapecially at the great autumn festival when the heuse
fs filled with presents and each one gives every one clse
a yellow cloth or a toy or an ornament. Prertiest of
all their ampsements, however, and most symbaolic of
all that quiet, so sweetly singular life on the backwaters
of the south, is that of flower-decoration.. In the early
morning the children of the large househeld go into the
Selds to gather flowers and bring them back in armfuls.
Then all sit down in the courtyard, and with their
gathered blosoms make bright decorative patterns on
the walls and floor. Best loved of all is a flower-carpet
over which they raise 2 booth, gaily festooned with
other flowers, When all 3z complete, the neighbours
are asked to come in and admire ; and they compare
it with their own in twrn, Bur the finest flowers of
all are the sweet gravely tender women of Malabar,
When he turns to the Musmulman aristocracy of
India, the European finds himself on ground more
familiar, as it is more similar to the landscape of his
own social existence. These chiefs and nobles are the
descendants—in most part—of soldier adventurers who,
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a3 generals or as governors under the Emperors of Delhi,
or a8 rebels and fighters for their own hand, achieved
etates and even principalities. They have no caste
or tribe to distinguish them [rom their fellows, but
owe their position to their authority and landed
interest. As sons of Adam, they hold, all men are in
essence egual, but Diestiny has apportioned sovercignry
to one and to another beggary. They nse and fall,
as in Europe, too, heritages are wasted and fortunes
won ; and they rely upon no mystic ordinance and no
hieratic ceremonial for their prestige. The frank
acceptance of the world as it ig, facér alone one would
say having importance, makes the Musulman gentle-
man and his family appear figures fully human and
comprehensible.  Polygamy and the sechnsion of women
alone cause disparities, superficial even these in many
respects.

The permimion to matry up to fowr wives s in
practice seldom utilized. The commandment to treat
all wives alike, with equal favour and cherishing, in
itself makes righteous polygamy by no means essy.
But a more actual obstacle is the natural jealowsy of
the woman and her great influence. There are few
Mussulman ladies whose husbands are not just the
least thing * henpecked.” And few of them will allow
a rival to enter the zanina without a _struggle.  Ouly
in a few of the most powerful courts is 1t prevalent to
any conspicuous degree; and in such royal housshelds
where It exists, it flies ofren in the face of Holy Berip-
ture no less than human sense and comfort. Tt is then
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s vice and not an observance, Seclusion—the “ pur-
dah "—ezists with a severity far exceeding modern
Turkey or even Egypt, and still more in excess of the
Prophet’s teaching ; but it falls short of the unreason-
ing stringency of the Rajput code. It is relaxed for
one thing by the Iﬁ:ug‘:ﬂliﬂn in each cazse of certain
persons who stand * within the enclosure,’ as ir is
called, or in other words are free to meet the women of
the houge unveiled, Im this circle are included 2 large
number of male relatives and even, in & few cases, the
hushand’s most intimate friends, as well as servants
brought up from childhood within the family. More-
gver, the restriction becomes less ﬂpprﬂaﬁv: when it
is relieved by the wide freedom to visit women-friends
which is generally sanctioned. Veiled thoungh they
drive through the streets and unseen, there are few
things which are not noted by the keen eyes behind
the peep-holes in the shrouding cloak.

The Mussulman girl of the better class is in early
childhood taught to recite prayers and to read the
Qaor*an in Arabic, though without uudmt.ﬂndimg of the
words she reads. As she grows older she is usually taughe
maore, and attains a fair knowledge of Urdun, while, if
ghe shows slgm of preater capacit;’, ghe will often learn
Persian as well. To read simple books in Urda and
Persian is at least a common accomplishment, and there
are not a few who can themselves read or, at least,
understand the elegant odes of Haifiz. In housshold
management and the care of her children the Mussul-
man lady is able to find incessant occupation, while
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there it no one who more appreciates the pleasures of
a garden with runnels of flowing water under a topic
gky. She rises very early, and shortly after dawn she
is to be found among the roses in the walled garden,
Chess and backgammon are frequent amusements, In
talismans, omens, charmi and the evil epe she has
an unshakable belief, which survives every trial. And
in her later years she looks forward to the saered
pilgrimage to Mecca, with all itz difficulties and hard-
ships, a3 the last and best employment of & well-spent
life. Something there is truly noble in that figure of
an old lady, veiled in white, facing, after a long life
behind the curtain, -the crowded port, the steamer,
and the desert Bedouins. But sweetest picture of all
in the womanhood of the Mussulman nobility is the
growing gicl, mot yet a woman, in coloured silk trousers,
long robe, or shirt of fine Dacca muslin, and velvet
eap gold-embraidered, as she sits crom-legged beneath
a shady tree and recites aloud from the silk-covered
Qor’an that is open before her on its carved sandal-
wood rest.
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Chapter V
THE MIDDLE CLASSES

In a wvast empire with a p-npu_lt[u:n of over thres
hundred millions, in area 2 ‘continent, with some
thirty-five main languages and of dialects nons can
say how many, with different religions and with cul-
tures divided from each other by cenuries of progress,
anything like an adequate description of the middle-
class woman would be a task beyond human power,
and its perusal berond the patience of the most
enduring reader. Less difficult by far would it be to
head a chapter *The middle clame: of Europe,” and,
within its limits, after gunning from Greece and
Roumaniz to Spain and England, to scale the heights
upon which, like an inspiration, the womanhood of
France sits enthroned. But there are at least some
essentials in which the womanhood of the Indian middle
classes becomes congruous, differing therein from the
women of other countries, Europe for instance, or
America or China. Perhaps it may be tried by the
selection of a few types, with the aid of contrast and
analysis, In some Wway to express their essential
atmosphere and habit.

Burmah must, one finds, zo to the wall, not most
certainly for any fault of its own but because it lies 5o
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far apart from the total of Indian life. For adminis-
tration it is placed within the confines of the Indian
Empire, but with the Indian peoples its people has
no lot or pare. To omit it seemns almost a pity, so
frankly independent are its women and 20 fascinating—
free above the women of most nations and consonant
to an unusual degres with ultimate human ideals.
Omne sees such a little Burmese lady sometimes, but
how rarely, in India, the wife perhaps of some English
officer or of a high Burmese councillor, o a picture may
stand a3 reminder of smiling daintiness, like some
porcelain figurine glazed and tinted in the furnace of
human freedom.

In India proper, of the middle clases, the most
important, and perhaps the medt enigmatic, figure i
the Brahman's, The class 13 certsinly an aristocracy
in one, the etymological, sense.  For it 15 as being best
that they hold power and the power that they hold
is, even to this day, most undeniable. Aristocracy—
“ rmle of the best "—of those rather who are admitted
to be best—if this be indeed 2 meaning true to fact,
then the Brahmans should be included in or alone
comprise that rank. With many of them their very
appearance, their gait and self-composure, support the
role. With al:n:ad}' untroubled eye, straight nose and
sensitive noatril, fair skin, * pride in their port * and
self-restraint in every gesture, they move throogh the
mass of commen men, as if conscions of 2 higher misdon.
By the sacred thread across the shoulder they proclaim

themselves twice-born, ence from a mortal womb and
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once again at an auspicious bhour in childhood by
initiation to the sacred mysteries,. Calm and in-
different, serene with a careful precizion and habit of
restraint, they incarnate in their manner something
of absolute repose, as if untouched by the mundane
ebb and flow. Withal they are not in any customary
sense a nobility., Perhaps, it may be said, they have
transcended even nobility. In any case the proudest
noble must at times, and some must constantly, admit
the ascendancy, spiritual though it be, of thess bom
preceptors.  The greatest ruler will eat food cooked
by the poorest Brahman beggar; but no Brahman,
desperate with the pangs of destitution, would accept
even 4 glass of water from 2 monarch’s jug, the mere
touch being a prefanation to the mutriment of sanctity.
In Southern India, where the Brahman, immigrant
from Aryan races, was moet successfal in exploiting
the indigenous population by the means of religious
awe, the Nair nobility are abject in their recognition
of this hierarchic superority. In every word of
speech the Nair throws himself, 23 a cdod of mud,
before the Brahman's feet to be trampled and con-
temned. His house becomes, in speaking to 2 Brahman,
his poor dunghill and che Brahman's house his palage ;
his teeth are dirty in his speech, and the Brahman'’s
pearls ; his sleep 35 a mere falling into snores, and the
Brahman’s an honourable shamber.

But in ordinary speech, in Europe and no less im
India, the concept of nobility or aristocracy in it
worldly relation: impliss other gualities. A certain
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tinge of feudsl tradition colouss our thowght; and a
nobleman is always conceived primarily as a fighter
and a leader of his own men in his own estate, Love
of spout, a certain careless gaisty, an eupeptic cheerful-
ness and a happy enjoyment, face to face with 2 world
in which nothing really matters, coupled with the
readiness to do the duties of his station and to die for
honouar, these are qualities that make up the mental
picture.

It is not to such a class that the Brahman belongs.
To life and the pleasures of life, he stands a5 a pillar
of negation. Not here and now one conceives him
beckoning, but in a reality transcending all appearance
in duty and existence. Privation is for him the highest
role and participation in the world i at most an
inexorable concession to accidents] forces. ‘The
Brahman's ife must, in semblance at least, be one of
constant abstention, rigidly guarded. The show of
enjoyment and the joy of healthy natvral life must
be repressed or at Jeast veiled discreetly. Between
him and mere sensual humanity he has dug a gulf,
impassable.

Of Brahmans only a few are by ordination priests,
The majority £l the professional clases, as adminis-
teatoes, clerks, astrologess, scholars, physicians, lawyers,
and the like. Some are money-lenders and not a few
are cultivators of the soil. There are even rare
Brahman houses which, in spite of religious prohibi-
tion, have wsurped the thrones of princes. But in
all there exists not only a sense of solidarity as being
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sanctified, but also this ideal of abstention, leading in
Pﬂ:ﬁc: not unseldom to a grave and measured
hypocrisy, As a whole they are the profesmsional class
of India, they and the rival caste, the Kayasthas or
“geribea,” and mamtmn with admirable earnestness
the tastes and pursuits of an intellecrual, idealizing,
and temperate order. Mental discipline, the suppres-
gion of the impulsive act, a habit of restriction so
incessant as to become almest instinctive, these they
have to a degree almost averwhelming.

Among Rajput women one finds certainly the highest
development of the individual with the greatest charm
and the fullest humanity, and it i3 they, almost alone,
who have achieved the heroic. Buot to India a3 a
whole the ordinary ideal of woman in her relation to
gocial fupction 1s :-::Prcatntnd by the more reticent
figure of the Brahman, Bhe is-woman as in his life
the ordinary man would wish to find her, guiet,
devoted, managing and pious.

Mowhere s the Brahman woman so troe to the type
presented in this ideal as in the Madras Presidency
ard in the Bombay Deccan. And never 1a she so true
to herself 2 when she goes, sedately, to the temple,
In her hand she carries the brass teay on which she has
put her humble offerings of ochre powder and Howers
with a wick burning beside them ; and she goes looking
neither to the right nor to the left. She rings the bell
which summons the God's attention to his worshappes
and walls the prescribed ceremonial steps round the
idol with & grave unquestioning dignity. And her
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whole life is one unceasing round of service, in which
humility is elevated by an ever-present sense of Divine
ordinance. To the lowly in heart she fecli—almost
one might say she knows, so strongly does she fecd—
belongs the kingdom of heaven. In service to find
fulfilment, even happiness, that is her God-given
mission. BShe grinds corn and cooks, carries water
and washes the house, nurses her children, waits upon
her family, as also she draws ornamental patterns with
white and red chalks upon her door-step, all with a
humble pride and joy in the singleness of her devotion,
In poorer houses, in the houses of far the greater
aumber of her class, she is at work all day from long
before the first dawning ¢l at last at night she falls
into the deep slumbers of exhanstion, There are few
who keep servants, except for an occagonal old woman
who comes to help with the rougher tasks. And in
addition to the household labour, she is forced, too
early, to premature childbirth, and protracted nursing,
For charm and coquetry, for all the arts by which
woman gladdens life and creates a liberal society, she
hay, if she had the inclination, no spare time or energy.
Bhe ages early, spent by exhawsting labour and the
recurring burden of unregulated childbirth, unwarmed
by joy, unlit by passion.

But the bare life of poverty and unending labour
s Mumined by a spiritual exaltation. With the per-
formance of their service the million Baint Theresas of
the Deccan are able to find within their hearts a satisfy-
ing happiness. Like nuns, by an auvstere self-repres-
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gion, they avert their eyes from humanity and the
human purposes of life ; and when ﬂ'u:]r are forced ta
aee, they Perm.ld.a thzm:.n:lvcﬂ to despise. They live
as it were in a spiritual clofster. But ewren in this world
ther ure not ultogether withont reward, though it
comes late in life, The love and devoted bndness of
her sons, that is the one constant meed of service wpon
which the woman counts. And there are few things
more impressive than an Indian son’s look when he turns
to his mother or the tone in which, even years after her
death, he speaks of his childhood at her side. Andinold
age when shein turn, with her husband, succeeds to the
management of the large joint family houschold, she
finds a peaceful joy in the ordering of their simple life
and the caresmes of her clustering grandchildren. At
the end, when death lays her 1o sleep at last, she dies in
the hope of an untroubled peace, as one who has accom-

plished a lengthy service not without pain and effort,
Such perhaps most truly are the women of India, as
through a large continent the greatest number of its
inhabitants would like to see them. Not for this world,
they might say, is the labour ; not for love and enjoy-
ment and grester power and finer emotions and self-
development and the glories of nature do they thirst.
Of the fervours of youth and the vivid joys of mere
active szing, of the fine harmonies between soul and
sense in expanding, self-perfecting human functions,
of a humanity that should be sclf-sufficient, free in
the face of the eternal universe and glad in the fight
for mastery with obstructive matter, they have not
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even a conception. 'T'o an Indian Antigone no chorus
would sing of human power and magnitude. Only
the preacher would instract in humility and abnegation.

Even the richest Brahman women of the South spend
their leisure hours in 8 manner that accords with the
commeon ideal. Relieved of the mare exhausting
house-work by the labour of the servants, they spend
the afternoon hours when they are at rest in the reading
of the Purans, those groser Seriptures or, one mighe
pl:rlupﬂ with troer comparison say, those Ha.giud@giﬂ
in which priests have deformed the too subtle tenets
of Hindn theosophy with the flesh of mythology. In
the reciting of these lepends, and in lengthy prayers
and ritual perfoemance the wealthy Brahman lady is
content to find the emtertainment of her leisure.

The same ideal of service and privation s vo be found
no less in Bengal, sweetened however and softened like
the more languid air. There is something hard, even
cruel perhaps, in the arid Deccan plain with its burning
dry winds and its stony hill-sides, and its stern, thrifty,
self-centred people. Its asceticism it harsh and rough,
the sour ferment as it were of crude souls in fear of a
fierce Deity, looking by abnegation to secure the grace
that zlone can give salvaton. ‘The epirit is thar,
almost, of 2 Hindu Calvinism, savagely abnegatary.
A softer piety, as of some Italiap nonnery among roses
and olive trees over the blue ses, irupires the woman-
hood of Bengal. ‘They have 2 devotion no les intense,
their gervice and self-sperifice is no smaller ; but 1;];|.|:Fr
are filled also with the pity that assuages and the love
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that makes things sweet. To be kind and tender in
a world which, with all its evil and pain, is pervaded
by a loving and merciful Providence, such i the spirit
in which they render service. The large houses of
Bengal, embowered in trees, have a clamstral peace
az well as labour. The lives of the women in them
are coloured by the tender light of pity and affection.
Often in the warm nights under the star-strewn sky,
young gir’s creep to each other and whisper little gaieties.
In general, among the middle classes of Benpal
women practise a seclusion that is, however, not too
rigid. It is a seclusion like that of classic Athens, not
savagely jealous as it etill is in many Rajput houses.
But with the renaisance that in the last fifty years
has so greatly aleered life in this great province, many
have learnt to discard orthodoxy and with it the
traditional restrictions. At Benares, especially, many
a Bengali lady can be seen walking openly to the
temples and the sacred river. Always she bears a
perfect courtesy and 2 rounded balanced dignity. Of
the newer schoal, too many perhaps have sspirations
gleaned from the lighter English novels which they
eagerly read—dreams for whose pasage the ivery
gates of Hindupism were never meant to open. But
deep in the hearts of all—far deeper than such fashions
—are the images of Sita and Sakuntala, Some play
tennis and ride, some there are who return from
English schools and the smarter section of London
society with the gosip of Ranelagh or the bridge dub
and a wider taste for amusement. But there are none
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who discard the tenderness and soft devotion of their
native womanhood. Nowhere in India have there
been 3o many marriages between English and Indian ;
nowhere have they been more successful,. The num-
ber of women really educated, appreciative of art and
literature, a few even themselves poets and writers, is
out of all comparison large; and the artstic rebirth
in Bengal must to some extent have been shaped by
the influence of women’s grace on the social world.
Without dcparﬁ:ng from the Pre:.c:r.ibnd fields of service
and abnegation, they take their part in every important
movement—jometimes perhaps unwisely | Bat at times
they have brought untold benefit by their acts. Boa few
years ago did the brave girl who by the sacrifice of her
ewn life slew & great social evil—the purchase of men
at the price of roinous dowries. It moost at least be con-
ceded that the women of Bengal, descendant from mixed
races but long since truly Indian, have clothed the
sacerdotal ideal in vestment of saft and womanly grace,

But there are other parts of India where even the
Brahman woman has diverged from this ideal, or—
should one not rather say I—has transfused into it
the feelings and robust sensuality of a more vigorous
nature. Where the late conquerors from the North
have settled, where rich plains bear wheat and millet,
and fields are hedged with the milk-bush and the
cactus, where the great trees make the country seem
like an English park, and the air bites cold in the
winter mornings when a skin of ice crackles on road-
slde pocls, where in the hot months the sun hangs like
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a disc of brass over the panting earth, there the pulse
beats stronger and a larger nature swaye the will
Women there have their claims as well as duties;
and from life they demand, besides the right to serve,
a broader power also and a rich fulfilment. They
ms]q_ for love and to be loved, and even in their service
they aspire to govern. For their womanhood they
claim at least gome freedom. The texts are still the
same ; but they are commented by a bolder tempera-
ment. The distinction holds good perhaps for all the
women of real Hindustan—ifor the lusty graceful women
of Allshakad, for instance, and the upper Ganges Valley.
But nowhere can this fing and active type be better
studied than in the Négar caste of Kithiawid and
Gujarit. The Nigar community came to India with
the last Scythian hordes; and almost at once, at the
great fire baptism of Ajmer, attained the rank of
Brahmans. Ta thiz day, so high do they hold them-
gelyes above all others, they hardly trouble to nse the
title Brahman, but call themselves merely Nigar, with
a proud simplicity, as who would sy, "1 am the
Prince.”™ For centuries they have held the appoint-
ments of the State and been famous as administrators.
They are to be found in every rank and in every depart-
ment of the public services, clever, courteous, recep-
tive, and seli-confident. Their pride has becoms a
byword among other castes; and their saccess has
made them the mark of envy and dislike. But there
can be no question of the ability with which they have
held their position, nor of the keen, progressive intellect
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that guides their interests and activities. They have
an eager ﬁumanit}r, and & kesn understanding of 'n.rnrh:]l}r
good and evil, and are above the hypocritical renun-
clations and pessimistic sanctity of a priestly class.
Literature they hold in homour; and the creative
instinet, which lesds many of them to administration
as the career in which man expresses his active will
through the minds and morals of mankind, forces others
of their community to self-expression in thought and
language. If renunciation there be, it 38 here, not for
4 Mmere n:gatiun, in itself fruitless ; but to the end of
3 greater realization in the material given by humanity.
In this dynamic will, the women have a proportional
share. Ambitious and intellectmal, they partake in
the intereats of their families and encourage or advise
their hashands and their children, For the achicve-
ment of purpose they are ready for every sacrifice;
but the consciousness of larger interests ennobles the
sacrifice as it humanizes the purpose. They tooserve, as
every Hindu woman seeks to serve, and the Nagar wife,
like her sisters, will cook and wash and stand aside before
her man and wait upon his mesls.  But her devotion is
ghaped by a less trammelled intellect, and she claims in
return an immediate recompense of love and attention.

Very beautiful are the Nigar women, and their
beauty i the theme of countless songs and ballads.
Fair with a rich galdcn vivid fairness, like the colonr of
ripe wheat, with dark eyes in whose depth glows a
spark of passion and round which humour and laughter
play, with full petulant lips, figures finely rounded and
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firmly plump like the guail, with gracefol movement
and dender limb, the whaole lit up by intellizence and
comprehension snd & touch of conscious charm, the
Nigar woman presents a picture that remains un-
forgotten, Even laborious study seems to have no
power to rob her of her looks, and the girl-graduate is
fresh and graceful, as af the had never bent over Enclid
or deductive logic. One meers them so at dmes in
Ahmedabad or Barods, in the houses of the highest
officials, clever, well-read, well-bred, with perfect
manners and astounding beauty, like some memory
of the Italian Renaistance, taking no small part in the
establishment of an urbane and liberal society, and like
the demne of Boocacio they return to their homes to
serve and cherish their husbands. And of love they
can repeat the whole gamut.  Indeed, the keynotes of
this society, with all its undertones of Hindu abnega-
tion—as in Florence, too, one imagines an undercurrent,
not too discordant, from Savonarola®s denunciations—
are not unlike Ttaly in the great age. Women have
similar duties with a touch of the same implied seclu-
sion ; they have the same intrigues and stolen pleasures,
the same ssentially natural poise in life ; they arc now
even beginning 2 similar application to learning and
poctry.  And of love too they have no lesser lore and
experience than those ladies who, finely naturd and
fittingly acquiescent in their sex, gladdened and made

fllnatricus the Coures of Mantus and Ferrara.
Even more beautiful than the women in the Négar
caste are their charming and delightful children.
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With the round oval of their faces, the fair bloom of
their skins, the growing intelligence that dances in their
eyes, they 2t once captivate all who lock. In genersl
mp to the age of eight or ten they remain naked (though
an unfortunate new fashion, imitated from customs
made necessary by the cold grey shies of England, tends
to hamper their free beauty in ugly and unwholesome
clothes), and the light movement of frail gold-browned
limbs in the Indian air is sheer refreshment to the eye.

Deyotion, then, the Nigar woman certainly stands
for, devotion and the due and harmonious fulfilment
of the duties of her station. A woman she is always,
fully and trulj' n.rum.u.rll}'. Bur she iz far above the
mere privative of empty abnegation. Beauty she
Inows and values, and she is pot ignorant or afraid
of the power that kindly beauty can exercise in the
affalrs of men. Learning she can recognize and
honour ; literature she assists ; even of art, she is not,
like her sisters, much afraid. In Gujarit from of old
the dainty costom has remained by which on certain
festivals, the feast of lamps for instance, ladies of the
highest clasies meet in the open streets of the residential
guarters and chant choral songs while they move round
in a circle, beating time with their hands and bending
gracefully vp and down. They sing of spring and
fiowers and the sparts of girl-friends in palace-gardens.
But in the large industrial cities which in the Jast
Een:rati.-nn have ms=n upon the older towns with their
restricted social cireles, the publicity of the strests has
become inconvenient. The Nigar ladies in Ahmeda-
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bad, for instance, have taken s leading part in trans-
ferring the old songs to larger concert halls in elubs
and similar Pl:m, and at the same time raising the
gandard and artlstic value of the performance. Those
who have ever heard such a concert must be grateful
for 3 movement full at the same time of 'I:neaut}.' and
colour and sweet sound along with modesty and per-
fect taste. For a higher social life, with heightensd
enjoyments and a ratonal freedom, for self-develop-
ment and wider interests, yer well within the limics
that nature prescribes for woman, distinet from the
far other limits set to man by his divergent functions,
for a life that has in it Ebmtt‘hingufﬁr::ﬂ: a3 well ag
the main ideals of Hinduism, the Wigar woman, for
all the illiberal asceticism of the Brahman tradition,
may emphatically stand.

In the mercantile classes the same ideals perdst,
deflected however by the incidents of their livelithood
and to an even greater extent by & profound difference
in spiritual wpect. Of the Hindu trading classes by
far the most important and the most wbiquitous are
the merchants of Mirwkr, of Gujarit, snd of Curch.
All follow one of two sects, the Vaishnava or the Jain
—ithe latter in esmence a different religion, onginally
indeed a protest against Hinduism but now little more
than a sect, another ripple, o0 to say, on the waters of
national faith. Both at any rate are protests against
Brehman orthodoxy and the gnostic philosophies of
essential Hindulsm, Numerically and in it effects,
by far the more important is Vaishnavism, In the
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form in which it has been adopted by the trading
classes, it is the belief that by love alone can God be
realized. It centres upon Krishna, that tender and
sportive figure, in whom the God Vishnu again came to
earthly life, and in whom are enshrined the memories
of 3 once-living hero.  On Him mythology and popular
song have lavished their softest endearments and their
mot entrancing images. In His name have been
composed the volupruous love-poems of many genera-
tions ; and the dalliances of Krishna with the milk-
maids and His beloved Radha are the constant theme
to which Indian passion rturns for lyrical erpression.
They are the familiar accompaniment in childhood as
in age of the merchant’s women-folk. In Vaishnavism
euch as this the devotee throws himself, as a seppliant,
on God's grace and love slons. He acknowledges in-
deed his innate incapacity to apprehend the Godhead,
but he aspires at least to feel something of His Glory
in those ecstasies of self-sbandonment which can be
likened on this earth only to the passionate love of man
and woman. In their prayers too they sssociate with
the God that consort Lakshmi or Rukhmini, who gives
wealth and prosperitp—the benign divinity who with
her lord preserves and maintaing all living things and
in loving-kindness intercedes for all who seck by love
and submission to realize the Divire in the universe,
be their gins manifold as the ands upon the shore,

In every land, of course, the pursuit of wealth as
such must be opposed to higher spintual activities
and loftier aspirations. For the merchant the end
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must be the acquisition of riches for its own sake. All
other purposes are either means or incidents. He must
treat men and women as means and not as ends in
themselves. He can have for humanity none of that
respect which is felt by him who, at equal among
equals, seeks 23 his end human perfection, or even by
him who, again one of many equals, works, as he thinks,
by pain and seli-denizl for the greater glory of God.
Where acquisition 18 the supreme good, sll elss must
be subordinate. And the methods of acquisiﬁc-n are
really two-fold, either by careful saving and the
s:u‘ringuid:ai.r:tn accumulate ueeless metal tokens
which are the equivalents of untasted pleasures, or by
wilder speculation quickly to capture the wealth which,
exchanged, can buy hoxury and material gratificarion,
Side by side, in the same clag of men, the two methods
can be seen. Extravagant abstention and extravagant
lavishness, a fulfilment that is material or an abetention
that is no less material, these in all countries are the
marks of the merchant clags,  But they can be miti-
gated in their effect, as they were in the Italian
Benaismance by the almost superstitions devotion of
all ranks to the newly-exhumed clamic idesl. In
India this mitigation is given by the creed of Krichna
and of love. Materialized though it has to be when
refracted through the mind of man the acquisitive, it
ig still an influence, nicely attuned to the receiver, for
gomething finer and ennobling. What there is of
good, charity and spiritual significance in the mer-
chant’s life (and it is after all much) is mainly drawn
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from a faith which, even when interpreted in a too
materis] sense, could hardly be replaced for ite wor-
shippers by any other eredo. In medern Eorope the
aristocratic ideal has for the richer merchant some-
thing of the same significance and mitigating valuze,
But for those outside the circle in which this ideal
can be eperative there is no other thought to raise and
enlarge the spiric,

It is not difficult to see how 2]l these influences must
react upon the woman's life. The effects are further
complicated by the fact that child-marmiages are still
the role, and that only too often, in a trading class,
the young bride is sold by her parents for large sums
to an aged bridegroom. Among the larger number of
the class, probably, scquisition is sought by rigid
economy. The young wife finds hemelf stinted,
therefore, of every comfort and even of the dresses
and ornaments that by nature every woman desires.
The husband holds the puree and makes almost all
purchases himself, A few rupess only can reach the
wife, and for these she has to account. Even if her
husband is young, long hours in the shop, constant
poring over account books, and little exercise only too
eoon rmake him obese and feeble. The only real
interests are house-work, in which she has no final
voice, and frequent, often ill-natured, gomip, On the
other hand, she has this of advantage that her men-folk,
weighing the world a5 they do by its material frujts,
ascribe to women the first place in their pleasmres,
She is, therefore, in spite of all, able sometimes to
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attain a real power that is discordant with her osten-
sible position. The pastion is for the sex in general,
not for the individual woman ; for a mere atisfaction
of sense, not for a spiriteal individoalized love of the
fitting mate. But a shrewd woman can play upon the
Paa!-iu‘.'m and make it serve her own purposes.  And when
the trader’s wife dots manage to attain such influence,
ghe uses it unsparingly for her own satsfaction. Many
a comedy of manners is played, unseen, on the dark
stage of the merchant’s house. There are not a few
hushands who, whether from love of gain or from
sheer terror of their wives, shut their eyes complaisantly
to divagations damaging to their honour, The prac-
tice common to many money-lenders of keeping burly
Mussulman, often Afghan, servants in their houschalds,
is anything except an incentive 1o female virtue.
Among the merchants who follow the Jain religicn,
however, these conditions apply with les force.  Their
life is simpler and the iriagination i unheated by the
constant thought of loving ecstagy, The Jain sadberr,
a cliss of nuns recruited both from the unmarred
and the widowed, bear a character that 1s far above
reproach., With shaven heads and in yellow garments,
a little square of cloth vsually tied upon their lips to
save them from inhaling the smallest insect, they
wander through the country, begging and singing
hymns, nowhere to remain above four days, lesding a
life of austerity for the glory of the spirit. They are
irreproachable like Sisters of Mercy, and like Sisters
of Mercy they can move safely among the roughest
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crowds, protected by the respect of all. Something of
their simple and humble piety has penetraved to all ranks
among the Jains ; and the ladies of the Jain millionaires
of Ahmedabad, owners of large cotton factories and
masters of men and MONEY, live their aimpli: lves 1n
the midst of riches with purity and quiet modesty.

Amongst the richest of the merchant class are the
Bhatize, who gain rather by daring speculation than
by niggardly effort. On the race-course, as in the
exchange and cotton market, they are conspicuous
figures, with a certain pleasing bombomir and easy good-
fellowship. The Bhatia women play a part in the
social life of modern India that is hardly les con-
spicnous. Orthodor in the extreme, they are strict
followers not of the ascetic but of the more human
gect, ‘They are able, therefore, to be strict in
observance and orthodox in belief without abdicaring
the rights and enjoyments of humanity., They attend
diligently to religious services and in the early hours
of the morning the waps that lesd to the Krishna
temple are thronged with their carriages. To the
High-priests, in whom they see the divinity incarnste,
they give an adoration that is almost boundless. Bug,
with all this, they claim from life the fulfilment of
their humanity and their womanhood. Morcover,
they demand something of excitement und palpitant
emoton. A few there are who, like their men-folk,
gamble, and there is none who will deny herself the
excitement of jewelry and fine clothes, diaphanous
fabrics half disclosing the limbs they cover. The
1o
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worst offshoot of their orthodoxy is the practice of
infant marriage ; and there are few sections of the
community ln which young girls are so often married
to old men, the parents profiting by the bride-price.
As the remarmage of widows is forbidden, it follows
mc&arﬂy that in the Bhatia cacte there is 3 number,
quite excessive, of young widows, in the first bloam of
fresh maturity, often left with great fortunes. For-
tunately for society, these widows, so numerous are
they and the conditions of their marriage s0 manifestly
unfair, have been able collectively to repudiste the
hardships that enmesh the orthodox Brahman who has
lost her husband. Among the Bhatias, there are fow
shaven heads! MNeat and well dressed, with pleasing
face and figure, perhaps too comsciously demure, they
strike an attractive note in the complex harmonies
of modern, Indis. The gystem by which they are
married is hardly elevating and is opposed not only to
the jdeals but also to the commandments of the sacred
texts ; but a commerdial class cannot get away from
its own limitations. It is at lesst a grest deal gained
that it should be alleviated by a sensible appreciation
of life and joy and by a degree of freedom which,
though not of the highest and inmost kind, 8 more
humanizing and liberal than the negatives of material
sclf-denial. Belf-control, control, that is, of and by
the inner self in harmony with ultimate natore, is no
doubt the concomitant of the highest liberzy; but
any liberty, even any licence, is better than the denial
of the zetual liviag self,
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In the rich province of Gujarit, the home of so
large a proportion of the merchants of India, there is
a festival which embodies in its observance much of
the inner feeling of the Indian woman. During the
rains, for one waxing moon, the daye are sacred to
that Goddess, whao represents the a.]l-l:u:rl.rading Energy
of nature, the spouse of Bhiva, the Great God, the
ultimate Destroyer, Dunng these days the maideas
of middle-class Gujarft worship the Goddess with an
eye fixed upon the artainment of the perfect husband.
The little girls go in groups and bathe and pray, and
they make the vow that is the Vow of Life, They
may be a8 young a3 six of seven or eight, but year after
year they remew the vow tll they are married.
Throughout the day they hive to sit in a2 darkened
room, reflecting wpon the Goddes and upon the
supreme boon of 2 good husband, but at times resting
their minds by mursery tales or songs or innocent
games with cards and dice. Then every moming
they bathe again in the pend or river, where rival
ErOUpS of g:'l.rla make jokes wpon each other and liugh
and play. The many songs are the most touching
part of the whole festival. And theie songs represent
a marriage of free choice, in which the girl chooses a
husband from her snitors. How different from the
present practice | Year after year, till they are
married, they sing these songs. And who shall say
how far this dream of choice may remain o mouald
their actions, even after the forced marriape that
avweaits them ! The need of marriage at-least, its
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supreme value to a woman's life, that is always before
their eyes from early childhood ; and marrage is bannd
up with religion, with the personal gifts of the divine
and happy wife of the Greatest God. But in the very
songs, sanctioned by the goddess, the oy & always
for the chosen mate, the giver of love and happines.
Little wonder if at times the grown girl, now become
conscious, learns to mow the difference berween the
hushand selected under social conventions by her
parents for his worldly circamstance and the man
who, unsuitable perhaps in wealth or temperament,
is yet nature-chosen to be the mate of her desires and
the beloved of her heart. For the parents’ chaoice is
not always wise, and among sinful mankind there are
not a few who will sacrifice & daughter’s welfare to
their own profit.

Of the Mussulman middle classes, the most con-
spicuous are the Bohras and the Khojas, Both belong
to different branches of the 8hiah sect, that sect which
is to Islam what the Catholic Church is 1o Christianaty.
Both also are the descendants of Hinda communities
which were converted in fairdy recent times to the
faith of salvation. Among the EKhojas, apedally,
many Hindu costoms have sorvived, and their law of
succession in particular i not the law of the Qor'an
but the survival of Hindu tribal custorn. At this
moment, perhaps, theirs is the most interesting of
these communities, both because by their practical
talents they have obtained a place of palitical leading
among Indian Mussulmans and because they are—
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with the exception of a small reforming branch—the
religions followers of FLH. the Agha Khan, 2 prince
so nobly known by his loyal efforts in the War.

The Khojas, * honourable gentlemen ™ as the name
means, come in the main from Gujarit and Bombay.
But they are scattered now through all the bigger trade
centres of India—Cslcutta, Nagpur, Sind and the
Punjib, They have not, however, confined their
enterprise to the Indian Empire, but have made
gattlements 10 the East 'H:]ll.'.rv.‘.";'H the Britizh ﬂag gi?ﬂ
its subjects protection. They have crossed the
meuntain pases to Hanza and Dardistan ; they have
sziled to Zanzibar and the Persian Guli; they have
penetrated into Arabia; they maintain business con-
nections with Singapore, China and Japan, and even
with England, America and Australia. Many of the
great commercial interests of India are in their hands,
and in business they bear an excellent reputation for
integrity and punctuality. Their representatives have
an important place in the Legislative Councils of
Bombay and of the Government of India. In social
life, they are something of epicures, and their clubs
are not ocly hespitable bur are well-manaped and
furnished. The best of food amd the best of wine
will always be found at any entertainment given by
these penerous and liberal merchants. They enjoy
litersture and still more music and dancing ; and they
are smong the most tasteful supporters of those arts,
Many among them have now forsaken commerce for
the libersl profesions.
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The Khoja woman i hidden in seclusion behind the
gurdab, The few that are to be seen are a3 2 rule
somewhat below the middle height and are of a grace-
ful, but not altogether healthy, dightness. They are
well educated and are gond housekeepers, known for
their nestness and mansgement. As Mussalmans
they are of course married under a system of free
contract, but unfortunately for them Hindu tradition
has been too strong, and they suffer in pra-:n:e from
fany of the dissbilities of their Hindo sisters. Re-
marriage after widowhood is in practice almost un-
Inown ; and divorce i3 so discountenanced that its
relief is seldom sought. On the other hand, the
gscetic idea 15 at least abeent, and a1 wife expects and
a husband is prepared to give constant atzention and
all possible comfart. They have a force of character
which merits this attention ; and their features, with
arched head and broad forehead, strong chin, and
larpe Ingtrous eyes, are the index of their character.

Of ather Uadiug classes of Mussolmans, the Memans,
also converts from Hindu castes in Sind, Kathiawad
and Cutch, deserve notice, if only for their charity
and piety. All Memans, women a3 well a: men, hope
to perform the pilgrimage to Mecca and habivually
visit the Chisti Shrine at Ajmer. And for their large
secret charities the women, no less than the men, have
& well-deserved reputation.

Among the large body of middle-class Mussulmans
of the psual Sunni sects, those who claim to be de-
scended from foreign invaders and who are at least not
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directly traceable to any special wholesale convemion,
the pesition of women iz on the whole satisfactory and
agreeable. Every family has its poor relations and
dependants so that, even when she is childless, the
mistress of the house is seldom lonely., The morning
she spends at her toile: and in sesing to the dap’s
marketings and looking to the Hichen. At meals all
the family, men and women alike, meet and eat
together, Sometimes, sven, a much-favoured friend of
the husband’s, a trusted and intimate friend, may be
introduced to the inner, unveiled circle. After the
midday meal, a rest; then sewing and talking ; then
games of backgammon and chess make the afternoon
pass. The evening dinner then needs looking to, and
after dinner it is common to hear or read tales and
romances of religious books. Children may also take
up much of the woman's time ; and among Mussul-
mans a3 a rale the wife may count wpon a loving,
almost a passionate, husband, except in the unhappy
cases where differences of temperament produce a real
antipathy. In that case she can always try 1o force a
divorce from his hands, theugh the practice waries
with the socal circle. That the pressure of Indian
influences has foreed wpon them child-marriage
followsd anly too often by premature consummation ;
that the intentions of the Prophet in regard to divorce
and widowhood have often been neglected ; and that
the rule of veiling has been interpreted with a super-
stitions irrationalism, quite opposed to the teachings
of the law, are dizabilities under which the Mussulman
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woman of the middle classes still has in part to suffes.
But she iz at least oppressed by no tradition of renuneia-
tion or asceticism, and she has, in favour of her fulfilment
and just cherishing, text after text in the sacred Boak.
The recent tendency to a purer Islamic practice, hand
in hand with the growth of rationalism, offer her
hope of early liberation from extranecus bonds and of
development as a free human agent. The women of
Islam have as guide rules of law, sanctioned by revela-
tion, which if practised are more rational and more
insistent on fostice and human freedom than any
other precepts ever codified into statutes. It is to be
hoped that the recent advance and rationalistic move-
ment in Islamic countries will secure the happiness
that should follow intelligent practice of 3 humane
code. The devastation csused by Mongal invasions
and ravages and the subtle perversions induced by an
alien atmosphere have to be repaired and eradicated ;
but there is no intrinsic reaton why the social system
of Islam should not again reach and surpass the high
level it commanded in the days of Al Ma'mun,

In a review of the middle clases of India, it would
be impossible to omit the rich and influential sect of
Parsis. Descendants of the ancient inhabitints of
Persia, expelled after the Muzsnlman conguest, followers
of Zoroaster and worshippers of fire, they reached the

west coast of India after many perils, to be finally pro-
tected by a Hindn Rina or prince. Small in numbers,

for many centuries they lived in the main by agricul-
tare, though there were a few among them who
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achieved a name in arms. With the coming of the
British they changed their pursnits and their social
habits, Commerce had heretofore been strictly pro-
tected by the exclusive guilds of the Hindu merchants,
Its doors were now thrown open. Moreover, the
British official reguired body-servants, i possible of
good elass. ‘The Hindu was precluded from aceepting
such an occupation by caste rules of purity and caste
prohibitions. The Zoroastrisn rl:]i,giuu left the Parsi
free from such scruples, Many members of the com-
munity, by commerce direct and by the assistance that
gratitude was ready to beastow, were soon able to in-
sinuate themselves into poditions which they main-
tained by their adsprability and cheir commercial
integrity. In shipbuilding they excelled, and both
in this and i the kindred trade of :]:lip-l:-rnk'lng l.l:,t:_}r
sccumulated many fortunes. The liguor trade was
their monopoly ; and, sided by the privilepe of exclusive
distilling and a monopoly of sale, it was remunerative
to an undreamt degree. . By the end of the eightesnth
centary, an old traveller notes, practically the whele of
Malabar Hill, the mest fashionable and only really
enjoyable portion of Bombay had already pasmed into
the ownership of rich Parsis. Throughout the nine-
teenth century their wealth and their importance grew,

One of the most striking gualities of the Parsi com-
munity is its aptitude for imitation. With the advent
of British rule, this facility stood them in good stead.
It was not long before English educstion became
general and almost universal among them, while by
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their prompt acquisition of the minor conventions of
manners, they easily opened the doors of European
society. In consequence 1t was not long before they
attained a position of social importance, based upon
galid groonds of wealth and education. The Parsi
woman was not left behind in the advance of her caste.
Many women studied diligently and even passed the
examinations of the University, In general they
demanded a liberty such as they read of in Englich
novels, and fancied they could see among their English
friends. They refused to marry except at thdr own
choice. For the doll details of household management
they expresed contempt and considered their duties
done when they looked to the furnishing and decora-
tion of their houses. In dress, the Parsi woman has
contrived no less to modify her own costume, originally
a slightly altered form of the Hindu woman's, in
imitation of Buropean fashion. Bhe stll retains the
mantle or sori, but it i3 hemmed with a border im-
ported from London or Paris. An outer lace zhirt i3
draped Like a blouse onder the mantle. The troosers,
which she has to wear under her skirt by customary
prescription, are so curtailed 23 to be invisible, and
the feet are thrust into silk stockings and Louis Quinze
shoes. Her jewelry is of European pattern, usnally
second-rate, and she despises the beautiful antique
designs of the Indian goldemith as * old-fashioned.”
The Parsi woman has in the past been greeted by
an amount of praise from European writers which,
though intelligible, s yet almost extravagan:. It was
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natural to be plessed at go conmscious an imitation,
egpecially in a gemeration when most Eoropeans had
no doubt of the superiority of their own civilization
and were prone to judge the merits of other races,
like missionaries, by their aptitnde for msimilating its
products. They could, after all, always clinch the
argument by pointing irrefutably to the tiumphs of
the Albert Memorial and the Crystal Palace. In a
country where few women of the better classes appear
in public and besuty i seldom displayed, the spectacle
of many gaily-dressed ladies, with graceful drapery,
promenading along an Indian street with the freedom
of a popular sea-side resort at home, pave almost as
much pleasure and pride to the gratified Englishman
as it did to the girls’ own parents. - It has required
closer inspection and broader judgment of East and West
to notice the cracks that stretch, no doabt inevitably,
across the charming picture. New liberties, imitation
not always too wisely conceived, above all sudden com-
mercial prosperitp—these have had their advantages,
But they also have their coantervailing Josses.

At the bottom of such disadvantages as appear is
no doubt the broad fact that the community as a
whole consists of business men. There are of course
individuals who have adopted the leirned professions
and are solicitors, doctors, barristers, and judges, But
even they Lve in a society and probably in a family
circle which & wholly commercial ; and even their
successes are estimated by the money they bring in,
In many ways Parsi society is like the Jewish society
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that is to be found in the larger cities of Furope.
But the Jews 15 a community are devoted to the arts
and have & ripe sense of emotional and spintual values.
They respect learning and artistic expression. Even
those—the greater number—among them who are
engaged in business frankly enough recognize their
inferiority to thinkers and artists, Again the Jews
have always had a tradition of aristocracy among
themselves, and in recent yesm have sought every
opportunity of mingling with the nobilities of the
countries to which they belong. The best among
them have, therefore, raised themselves by art and
letters and by an aristocratic code far above the narrow
vices of a commercial middle class, and it is only the
lower strata who continue to display the typical defects
of ¥ business life.”” But the Paras have anfortunately
so far missed these mitigations. They have not, and,
within the memory of history, they have never had,
the tradition of an aristoeracy. They are separated
from the indigenous nobility, not only by rchgion, but
by interest and costom, and the difference has been
deepened by their partiality for an Anglicized mode
of life. Though a few among them have dome good
work, they have no real liking for learning and art.
Hence there is hardly a community in the waorld,
except perhaps in the United Srates of America, which
baszes its standards so largely upon wealth, Men are
esteemed mainly by what they have managed to
acquire ; precedence is allowed according to size of
income; the business man takes rank over the pro-
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fesgional ; and o memorandum of their richest men
is inscribed on each Parsi’s heart, a: on tablets of brase.

These are defects which are not unnatural when a
small and isolated community finds iteelf confined to
commerce and is from its history devoid of higher
interests. They are defects which do not alter the
fact that not a few among the Parsls, especially those
who have for generations reposed upon inherited
wealth and have taken to the learned professions, are
charming men and women and true and worthy
friecnds. Among those who have such a position—who
do not aspire to dazzle fashion in the wealthisst circles
and do not require to incresse their incomes by further
trading—ithe women are attractive by their edocation
and their rational freedam.  They preserve a place of
dignity and reserve, while quietly taking from life the
benefits it offers toa liberal mind. They may even rise
above the touchy vanity which i all teo common.

It must, however, be admitted that Pars woman-
hood has suffered harm from the excessive imitation
of English habits—or what are taken to be such.
From the nature of the case, because of their own
inclinations and environment, the English life they
have sought to imitate has inevitably been that of the
middle classes. And the effect has been heightened
by the enormous consumption of English novels among
Parsl women. Owing partly to national character and
partly to the demoralizing secret censorship which
broods over the publishing world, nearly all English
novels have to be “ pretty-preity ¥ falsehoods, dis-
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torted away from the facts of life and the truths of
nature. The consequence has been to produce a
dangerous mental confusion in which spirituality and
idealism are suppressed and replaced by a fruitless
sentimentality. Reality on the other hand i known
and presented only in the shape of hard cash. The
harm done by such popular writings is not so apparent
in England, where they are part of the normal tissue
wastage of the nation. In a foreign and not immune
constitution, they produce rapid inflammation. One
finds ctherefore among Parsi women, as one does among
the women of the United Stares, a mentality in which
impracticable and silly- sentimentalivm is mixed up
inextricably with a thirst for the solid advantages of
wealth. They sigh for courtships of the kind depicted
in their favoarite * literature,” with scores of © dears
and * darlings® scribbled over setented letters, with
moon-calf glances and clammy squeezings of hands:
they and the heroes of their fancy et photographed
together like any German begus and Brautigam ; they
enter marriage with a blind eye turned to the hard
realities of human nature, to discipline for instance
and duty, but with the expectation of finding 2 husband
on his knees to pamper every wish and petulance, Yet
at the same time, the Parsi, like the American, girl
will not let herself slide into these sentimensalities il
she is assured of her admirer’s income and pasition.
Both restraints—that which keeps her from love till
she knows how money stands, and that which keeps
her during her courtship within the bounds of technical
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chastity—come easy enough as she is, with a few
honourable exceptions, free from passion.  She would
never give herself to the wild love of Romeo and Juliet
of the sbandoned ecstasy of Tristan and Isolde.
Hermann and Darothea, or a drawing-room ballad,
wonld :L]:F-:al more rl:adil}' ta her sympathita. Thar
in England there is also another type of womanhood,
truer and greater, she does not know—how could she ?
‘That there are girls of 2 fine candour and simplicity
who are taught in childhood to obey and to have quiet,
effacing manners, who respect a father whom they see
eontrolling a large estate, honoured in Parliament,
perhaps governing & great dependency, who are bred
in a society of equals'in which true and natural soperi-
orities alone, whether of age or seniority, of success
in the hunting-field or in the counal, are admitted
and publicly recognized, that such girls bring to their
husbands with their love, respect, and the hericage of
discipline, that as wives, while expecting to find fulfil-
ment and the realization of their hopes, they are ready
to subserve the higher and enduring interests of a family,
of such facts and such pobilities of life—sworthy indeed
of imitation if such there must be—there can be little
knowledge., Vital facts are not always plain upon the
surface, and in England no class is so quiet and un-
obtrusive as the one which really counts.

The prevalence of a money standard in their lives
has introduced among the Parsis the reat evil of
excessive dowries. Generally speaking, it may almost
be said, no Parsi young man will marry a bride unless
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her parents come down with a large sertlement, and
gcandalows stories are zometimes told of the means
employed to extort larger sums from the father, The
girl whose family is poor——be she as beautiful as Shirin
and virtuous as an angel—stands in every danger of
being left & spinster. Day b}' day the probabilities
against marriage grow heavier, and the number of un-
married Parii women of mature age goes on increasing.
Alone of all the peoples of India smong them the
reproachful name of * old maid ™ can be wsed. The
numbers of wnmarried women are already so prest
that this has become a cerious daager 1o the com-
munity, as for that matver it is ameng the upper middle
clases of Great Britain. * Old maid-ism ™ must have
its consequences ; hysteda and other dlness s on the
increase ; and the suffragerte may soon hecome as actual
a terror and a retribution 1o the Paris as she has been
in England. If this should ever happen, then climate
and the surronnding environment are Hrely to make the
pathology of the situstion even more critical in India.

The marrizge law which governs the Pamsis is very
much the same as that which exists in England.
Marriages are strictly monogamous and divorce cn
be given only by the decree of a public Court of Law
on grounds nearly the same as those admitted in the
English Courts. In practice early marriage has ceated
to exist, and indeed marriages, as in England, are as
2 rule contracted at far too late an age. The same
causes which lead so often to women remaining un-
married, have also raised the average of age.
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Parsi life presents, therefors, the picture of a society
in which woman have many seeming and some actual
advantages, but in which, on the other hand, they are
more and more rapidly plunging into unforeseen but
very real evils, They have great liberty, a liberty
greater, or at lesst less restrained, than is enjoyed by
the women of the better classes in England or in
France. They can have education and the pleasures
of a liberal mind. In accepting a husband they are
ostensibly allowed full freedom of choice, though in
practice they are of course limited by the wvsual con-
siderations, by the importance attached to wealth,
and, especially, by the great difficulty of securing any
busband at all. . They have the advantage of being
trained to mix without shyness in all societies. Buot,
even apart from a certain self-asserviveness which at
times distresses their best admirers, they have to suffer
from the growing probability of a life-long spinster-
hood. Only too many will have to face the final
misfortune of 2 wasted and infructuous life,

The community is distinguizhed by its loyalty and
its genercaity ; and Parsl women, as well as men, play
their part in that lavish distribution of charity for
which their race has become famouns, It eould be hoped
that, without foregoing what they have pained in cduca-
tion and position, they should also preserve fresh the
emotional values of gweet and disciplined womanhood
and be able to secure those timely and assured conjugal
relations which must be its fulfilment and best reward,
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# Sweetly the drum is beaten and
Sweetly the girl comes te draw water ¢
Swee=t it the ochre on her Forchead :
Gwest is her bodice of 5ilk
Swest 1 her charming footstep,
Ohé | the cakes baked by the girl :
Bweet is the girl with ber mfant child,
Lo, her dress is wet and dinging frem the water
And she is adoened with vassely of jewels @
O her hands ars hrapelers
And hes [eet are ensiched with anklet ™
Fioming Sang of the Fisker Kol

A, palmer came over the mownains gnd set downo omder a barren
fasmarind tree
Then he got him three stones and placed @ pot apan them,
He went o the midst of the town o 2k alme and played b pipe
as ke wect
The scund of his pipe reached the ear of Ridhe
She pan towards her father and towards her mothes
“You sre my faher snd my mother 1 [ am going off with this
palmer for my man.'
' Do nat o, my dearsst davghter, T will give you all yoo want.
Cows and buffaloes will I give and for your service fonr hand-
maidens.”
i What shonld [ de with your cows and buffaloes 1
What should T do with yous fonr maid-ssreants
For sech a man have [ prayed to God for full rwelve year ®
Marringe Siap of the Fivker Eofir.
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Chapter VI
THE WORKING AND ABORIGINAL CLASSES

Ir it was difficult in any way to summarize the varying
conditions of the middle classes and to present with
anything lite unity some picture of their women, to
attempt 2he game for the lower classes 8 to face
difficulties that are in fact insuperable. The middle
classes, as in all conntries, are much conventionalized,
and are always busied with a comscions effort to live
up to an jdeal that may be misapprehended or in-
complete, but is still in the main intelligible. The
differences that exist are either geographical or sectarian
—differences due to tradition and development in
differing environment, in varying faiths, for instance,
and doctrines. The lower clases, especially the
aboriginal tribes, still stand so narrowly on the cr-
cumference of the Hindu system that, with a literal
eccentricity, they evade the attraction of conventional
rule and regulation. They -are governed by customs,
often of immemaorial antiquity, which may be outside
the orbit of Hindu precept, and by mperstitions fears
which lead to sudden and capricious divagations. The
main eriterion of their status and the chief factor of
divergence in their lives is the degree to which they
have accepted Hindu Law or, to put it more exactly,
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the Brahman customs recorded in Sanscrit scriptures
and stereotyped in the decisions of the Law Courts,

Broadly speaking, througheut India proper, the
lower clases that stand within the Hindu system are
the offspring of mized Scythian and Dravidian parent-
zge. But neither term can be taken too strictly. In
Scythian may be included not only the hordes of
White Hons, Guojjare, and Kushdns, but even some
remote trace of eartlier conquerors of Aryan race:
Dravidian is little mare than a collective name for the
dark peoples who, before the dawn of history, were in
possesgion of the Indian continent. From the two
races in mixed and varying proportion are sprung the
artisans and respectable cultivators of India, probably
even the untouchable and depraded castes that cluster
in dirty hovels on the outskirts of every village, In
the far south they are almost, if pot quite, Dravidian ;
in the north-west, where the five rivers flow, they are
nearly pure Scythisn, Between the two extremes are
a multitude of shades and a4 multitude of customs.
Even the Muosulman lower classes are in the main
descended from the same constitnents. Converts to
Islam though they are and legslly fres to marry as
they plesse among believers, they have usually re-
stricted themselves to their fellows and have continued
the line unbroken as it ran in the days of idolatry.
The pretty dyer girl whose bright clothes and open
emiling face is so much a feature of Ahmedabad,
for instance, is by descent no different from her
Hindu sisters, Where she has altered, where her gait
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is more free and her glance more bold and frank, the
change iz due to that infloence of halief Qpok ph}-'sique,
to which far too little attention has so far been paid
by the professors of anthropology. This influence of
mind wpon body can be seen in Europe where the
Jews, descendants of so many peoples and, at least as
far as Eastern Europe is concerned, mainly Ugro-
Turkich by race, have yer by an unanimous and con-
gtart habit of thoughr largely acquired the marked
cast of features which is called © Semitic.” In India
the Mussulman population is a living instance of the
sgame modification of the physical by the mental.
The change has been too much ignored by a sclence
which, from its mathematical prepossessions, thinks only
in things that can be weighed or coanted and neglects
forces which must be measured by a subtler calenlus.

The Mussulman weaver women, agiin, bear sons
who are known for their turbuolence and who strike
home in every sectarian riot. Yet the Hindn weavers
of the same kin are quiet and even timid. The hand-
some Bunni Bohora women of Broach and Eambay,
converted descendants of the prevailing caste of Hindn
cultivators in the province, arc famous not only for
their looks—and striking is their bold beanty—but also
far their virile energy and resolution,

In the Hindn artisan and coltivating classes, the
statns of women is most affected by the social position
accorded to the caste as a whale. The higher the
importance of the caste and the more it scquires
wealth and consideration, the more quickly it accepts
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child-marriage and—what is socially even more im-
portant—the prohibition of widow remarriage.  These
in India are the tests of fashion; and each caste,
or even any single section of a caste, ae it finds i
position improving, confirms and establishes it by the
fresh burden that it throws upon its womankind. Far
the enhanced consideration gained by wealth, and the
ceremonial purity which can be bought by wealth, che
women pay. Life-long widowhood is the price extorted
from the individual for the social prestige of the class,

In the list thirty years a remarkable and quite the
most impartant feature of Tndian history has been the
rapid growth and extension of Hinduism. Yet, so
easy and nataral has it been, it has passed almost un-
noticed. There are many in Europe who believe that
Indian castes are fixed, immanent, and immutable,
And this belief is upheld with convietion by almost
every Indian. Yet nothing could be more erroneous.
The concept of caste is no doubt ancient and of a
strength 30 confirmed that it can almost with pro-
priety be called permanent. Yet the actual castes—
the things that sre—are fluid in the extreme and are
in constant movement, while the boundaries of the
spstem have recently had vast extensions. The eue
of communication given by railways has brooght the
central Brahman influences home to every hamlet in
the continent, till whole tribes that were formerly
hostile have been persuaded to adopt the name and
many of the costoms of the Hindu, At the same fime
new thoughts of Indian nationality and schdaricy,
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born of English education, have roused in the higher
and educated classes a real desire to comprise within
the Hindu fold peoples from wheom their fathers wonld
have shrunk as from forelgn and debased savages.
But the idea round which the whole caste system
revolves is that of marriage. Far above the mainten-
ance of ceremonial purity, far above mere restrictions
on food and water, stands, as the one essential rule of
caste, the limitarion of lawful marriage to 2 fixed circle
of descent, real or fanciful. And with this limitation,
which is of the very essence of Hinduism, goes a certain
view of marriage as magical, sacrcamental. Thus each
additional conversion of a strange tribe to the Hiadu
systemn brings fresh adherents in great nombers to
what, mare or less cdleardy sdambrazed, 35 at least a
reflection of the Brahman ideal of womanhood. To
coarser minds and to tribes not much advanced heyond
the savage, only a thin ray of the ideal can penctrate.
Among such tribes the woman may remain free for

some long time from the trammels of the higher law.
For that law can be tolerable only when it is fully
compreheaded. But as they advance in civilizaton
and the conversion to Hinduviem iz solidified, as it
were, by developing education, so the idesl, more and
more cleatly grasped, begins to be followed in practiece,
It iz at this stage that cluldamn:riag: and the on-
relieved doom of widowhood are introduced. New
India therefore presents the paradox that while in
the upper class a few, gained to the canse of rational-
ism, allow widows to remarry, discarding almost with
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violence the old sanctions and the old beliefs, side by
side in the great mass of the people the prejudice daily
grows and millions now forbid remarriage who chircy
years ago would never have dreamt of the restriction.
But 2t a whole the properly Hinduized lower castes
have no great interest to the observer. The condoct
of the women is a5 close as possible an imitation of
the better class, deflected as in all countries by poverty
and labour and by the inevitable ronghness and coarser
nnderstanding of their class. To trace in detail the
full recent growth and development of such s caste
might have its interest, but would transgress the
purpose and limite of this book. Of especial interest,
should anyone attempt it, would be the development
of the dairyman and milkmaid class in India. Divided
into many septs, and in some instances differing new
in race, they are descended from the Seythian tribes of
Gujjarand Ahir, It would be interesting to trace them
from the uplands of Kashmir, where they atill roam,
through the Gangetic plain to Kithiawid, where
many precty women their women—Chiran and Rabird
—are perhaps the most beautiful, and where their men
are genealogists and bards, and stand surety for the treaty
bonds of idngs. Even in appearance, and greatly still in
custom, they have much of the high mountain air of the
great plateaux on the roof of Asia, where once they wan-
dered with their sheep over dry, wind-swept uplands.
More homogencus and far more thoroughly imbued
in the Hindu tint are the striking fsher or 86n Koli
caste of the western coasts. The collective name of
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Kaoli covers a2 multitade of tribes—nor yer fully em-
braced in the Hinde caste system—whose unity of
name and manifold distinction in fact forms one of
the most difficult of the unexplained problems of
Indizn ethnology. A century ago most of their cribes
were freebooters, cattle-lifters, caterans. Many Koli
families won themselves lictle principalities, and some
have got themselves recognized among the Rajput
clans, Others are peaceful cultivators, and there are
many who Bve as labonrers by the eweat of their brow.
But to this day there are some who prefer cime, and
will even board a running train to rob the goods
waggone. All of them have, perhaps, some strain of
descent from an earlier race—Keolaran, or call it what
you will—settled in India before the Aryan invusions.
But it is clear thar, though they retained a tribal
organization, they must in great but varying pro-
portion have mingled with and assumed the characters
of other races. In places they are hard to distingnish
from the aboriginal Bhil ; in other regions—in Kithia-
wiid, for instance, and the salt plaing where the receding
sea has made way between Gujarit and Sind—they seem
rather to be the residue of a Rajput soldiery, common
soldiers perhaps, not ennobled by a diplomatic victory,
or married to women of some earlier tnibe. At any rate
among someof these tribes there subsist traces of customs
foreign to the rest of India, such as the rule of marrying
an elder brother's widow aor of the younger brother, even

bafore her widowhand, sharing 1n her favours.
But of community with those wilder clans there is
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now little trace in the costoms of the fisher tribes whe
live upon the shore that stretches from north of
Bombay City down towards the Malabar coast. Im
the past a cerrain fondness for piracy was perhaps a
solitary sign of a probable connection. From their
appearance, however, it is clear that they are the
descendants of a people as widely distinguished on the
one hand from the darker farming and labouring
castes who form the major part of the population,
as on the other they are from the grey-eyed and
pallid Brahmans of the cosst who are its spiritnal
aristocracy. Distinguished physically from the other
inhabitants by their light-brown complexion, the
round curves of their faces, and their smiling expres-
sions, they are cqually distinpuished by their occupa-
tion, their separate dialect, and their aristocratic
constitution. It iz also clear that from the date of their
settlement on the coast-line, they have kept them-
selves unusoally unaffected either by the amours or
by the moral and mental idedls of the surrounding
population. History is not plain in the matter of
their arrival on the coast, but a probable inference
from tradidon 13 that most of the present day Kaolis
are descended from immigrant: who came down from
the hills some four hundred years ago. It was only
ahout two centurics ago, under the rule of the Peshwas,
that they entered the fold of Hinduism, and they
themselves say that they were first taught to know the
Gods at that time by one Kélu Bhagat, an ascetic who
had himself been of their tribe,
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They are peaceful enough now, but they are stll
bold ssilors, and it is their fshing-boats which bring
the daily catch to the Bombay masket. The men
are handsome and well-built, with curious scarlet
caps, like an ascetic’s, which are the distinctive nniform
of their class. But, as would seem in all countries to
be the case with fisher-folk, where the man toils on
the ses and on shore rests and smokes in idlenes, in
the daily round of life it is the woman who counts
most,” At home cshe 13 mistress, amd she takes the
parnings of her man and gives him what he needs for
his drink and smoke. She carries the fish to market
and drives her bargain with keen shrewdness. She
does not lose as a saleswoman by the sttraction of her
smiling lips, showing her sound white teeth, and of
her trim, tight figure. The dress is striking. The
ekimpy mantle or serd is slung tight between the leg
and over the upper thigh, so that every movement
of imb and curve of figure shows in bold lines, as
the fisherwoman carries her basket on her head to the
crowded market. The freedom and stremgth that
they draw from the ocean is preserved by a customary
law which allows women a rcasonable liberty. In
many ways the Kali fishwife is as fine and independent
as her sister of Mewhaven {n Scotland., Like her, she
has her share of her hushand" drink when there are
guests in the house or the sorrow of the swirling,
driving rain is forgetten in a cheering glas. On their
right hand these women wear a silvern braceler of
peculiar and heavy shape such as it worn by no other
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caste. No other bangle or braceler, ornament or jewel
is worn on that hand ; and the absence of such adorn-
ments is for them a sign of the covenant onder which
God protects his fishers from the perils of the deep.

Among the fisher-folk marriages are seldom con-
tracted tll after puberty and the bridegroom is usually
required to have attained at least twenty years. For
they hold that a youngster below that age cannot
weork as he shouold at oar and sail, if he have & wife to
cherish. The wife is wually consulted by her parents
and asked whether she is willing to accept her suitor.
Widows are of course allowed to marry again, and a
full divoree iz granted to a hushand only if his wife
be taken in adultery. In other cases, only orders of
what can be called * judicial separation ™ are passed—
with the same natural results thar in England follow
upon guch decrees. Among the many castes of India,
there is usually @ constitution which can fairly be
called demoeratic ; disputes are decided and case-law
made by an elected tribunal The fisher-folk have
other ways, The final decision in their caste rests
with an hereditary headman sided, but not bound,
by asessora. He gives decrees of divorce, in which
the claims of the wife are treated with more justice
than would be got from an elected and therefore
hide-bound tribunal. In all cases of desertion, mis-
use, cruelty and neglect, whether accidental ar in-
tended, the wife can get 2 speedy separadon by the
arder of the headman. On him Egﬁn rests the |_{u_1_-jr
of providing for all orphan girls and finding them good
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husbands, Fuorther, the headman, sitting by himgelf
“in chambers,” has the right of protecting women
who become mothers without being wives, of fining
their paramours, and of finding them hushands to
cover their disgrace. There are signs, unhappily, of
the power passing—to be repliced by the usal
elected body and rules derived more strictly from
Brahman custom. But in the meantime women fare
well, and their own bright faces, their healthy chidren,
and their contented huosbands all testify to the value
of a practice as sane a3 it is unusual. Happiness readily
expresges itself in song, and the songs of the fisher-folk
are stirring and tuneful., They sing them in a dialect
of their own, apart from the written language ; and on
their festivals it is inspiriting to hear the chornses of men
and women joyfully chanting these songs of the sea,
Of aboriginal tribes pore and simple—crestures
untamed and almost untouched by the various civiliza-
tions that one zfter another have shaped humanity in
the Indian continent—there ire many still left in the
wilder forests and mountains. But the latest of the
grest civilizations that have reached Indiz has eet in
action forces which they can no longer elude. A law
that is at once impartial and all-embracing and a
ratflroad system which, in search of trade, penetrates
the jungle #nd tunnels through the rock, have brought
even their homes within the sconomy of modern life.
They are being quickly sucked intn the vortex of
Hinduism, to emerge half-stifled a5 a menial class,
As ar the tooch they leave their strangeness and their
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jungle ways, they sink to the lowest scale among the
civilized, where once, with all the dangers of wild
animals and exposore to disease, they had at least been
free of the forest. Among the smaller abariginal
tribes the Todas of the Nilghiri mountaing are con-
tpicuous. For one thing they are an instance which
reduces to absurdity the iaferences of an anthropology
too subject to abstractions and too reliant on shull-
measurement. For anthropologists of that school have
found the messorements of the Todas to be exactly
Aryan—the one thing which—(if the word is to have
any meaning at all) they cannot be. The Todas are
a small tribe now, some yoo persons in all. They
support themselves by rearing buffaloes, whose milk
and cheese they sell to the residents of the neighbouring
sanatorium, recently built upon a2 mountain platean that
for hundreds of years had been thought impenetrable,
In the spring they scatter with their herds through the
pastures of the vplands and return to their dirty huots
in the rainy season. Bux the touch of the finger of
eivilization has crushed their loins, and the decay of this
curious tribe is too far advanced to be arrested.  Drnk,
opmm, and poverty have contributed to their ruin,
and the tribe is scourged by the ravages of a disease to
which they were new. ‘The women are vicious without
emotion, and mercenary without disgust. Miscarriapes
are frequent, and those children who see the light are
born diseased, are left neglected, and die like fies,

Of all the aboriginal peoples—more important even
than the Gond peoples and the Gond Rajas of Central
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India—the greatest and the most impressive are the
Bhil tribes. They can be traced from the first dawn
of history ; and in all the Banscrit poems, Bhil queens
hospitable to errant Aryan knights are as needful an
incident a3 Bhil archers, liker devils than men, shoot-
ing their death-dealing arrows from behind rock and
bush, They held kingdoms and had founded temples,
reservoirs and towns when first they met the fair
warriors from the morth. Then they were driven
forth and hunted and =lain, and their homes were mzde
desolate and they took to the forests a3 broken men,
their hand against all others. Century after eentury
they lay hidden in their lairs, coming forth only to
rob and raid, cruel and merciless since they themselves
were dealt with cruelly and without mercy. Yet one
thing they were always, autochthonie, like some
primeval force in whom, if all could have their rights,
the soil and it title must to the end be vested. And
so it is that to this day they have by a curious pre-
seription a symbolic function at the coronation of
Rajput princes. When a ruler first ascends his throne,
by a Hindu custom, a mark of ochre is printed on his
brow by a priest 25 an anspicions omen and a sign of
fortune, But for the Rajput chiefs who rule in the
country that was once the Bhils', the mark must be
made by blood pricked from the finger or toe of a Bhil
tribesman or his seter. Even the first and prondest
chief in India, the Mahérina of Mewir, does thus
acknowledge the autochthonous race whom he dis-
places but who hold the prior right.
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From Mewir the Bhil tribes reach west to the
confines of Gujarit and south to the Deccan platean.
Their status varies a3 the land they occupy is more
or less open and coltivated. In the forests they are
independent and self-sufficient, ruled by their own
tribal custom, rough perhaps and uncultered, but
merry, equal one to the other, not uaprosperons.
In the cvilized tracte, where economic forces of com-
petiion have free-play and Hindoism has prevailed,
they have sunk to the peosition of a proletariar,
supporting themselves on labour such sz they can get
and by theft whenever possible. They lote their
virtues at the contact and merge on the untouchable
mazses of the lowest Hindu castes, with the same vices
and the same imitative rules and customs.

On the hills and in the foresss of the Rewa Eéntha
Startes and Mewir, however, the Bhils are seen at their
best—sporting, loyal, happy wildmen of the woods,
They have no willages like the Hindn plainsmen—
close-crowded and ill-smelling. Esch family has its
own homestead in the clearing, a huot of logs grass-
thatched, overgrown by the creeper-gourd with its
vellow flowers. The men are skilled in the use of
bow and arrow and love to roam the forests after game,
They follow the tracks by which wild animals move
at dawn from the T:Iﬂ:}r.}, and they know each lair or
water-hole. The women sko Imow the forest, where
they collect gram seeds to be ground to floar, and
where they gather the Inscious fleshy flower of the
mhowra tree to cook into cakes or distil into fiery
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liguor. They keep large numbers of cattle and every
homestead has im own fowk and chickens. Two
enemies only prey upon them, the leopard who scizes
the grazing calf, and the anopheles mosquito which
injects into their blood the malaria that ages and kills
them early. For the rest while the years are good and
the seasons Kndly and the rain comes in good dme and
falls suffiziently, they are happy and free from care.  But
when there is scarcity, they die of famine, save for the
reliel brought to their doors by British administration,

Among the hill tribes, where they still distinguish
themachves from the Hindus, the Bhil woman has much
freedom, When she has long passed puberty, at
geventeen say or eighteen, she marries pretty much as
she pleases. They are, in a pale copy of the Rajput
fendal ehivalry, divided into clans and have the religious
prohibition of marriage within the clan. The girl
must, therefore, choose a husband from another family.
But the clan descents are rather vague and blorred,
and the prohibition dogs not in practice hamper their
choice seriously. Outside of this limit, at any rate,
they marry with their heart. Only the intending
bridegroom must make the girl’s father a customary
payment of money or of eattle, often stolen in a raid
from some lowland village. If he cannot pay, however,
he has the option of doing seven years” service in the
father's house, as Jacob did for Lesh. During that
time he 13 free of the girl, thoogh he is not fully married
till the end, and he lives in the house more as a
dependent poor relation than a servant. ‘Till they are
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married, the girls are not expected to be too strictly
virtuous, While they are young, their spart with
neighbours® boys is merely smiled at indulgently as
“the play of children.” Even when they have
ripened to resl womanhood— and then Chloe first
learnt that what had happened near the forest was but
the play of shepherds "—chey still wear the white
bodice which shows them to be girls unclaimed by
any man, and no one looks too closely to their actions.
When once, however, they have chosen their husband
and settled down to marriage, it is rare indeed that
there be thought of any other man. Rare above all
is it, if there have been children of the marrisge. If,
however, there should be trouble, divorce i easily
arranged by a small payment to the hosband and the
wiie is free to marry another man. = A widow of course
is no less free t0 marry, and a young woman never
remains in widowhood. Men and women live on very
equal terms, and there B much good-humoured
affection between husband and wife and children.
Mot anlike s it to the life of the Scottish peasant and
his wife, an easy freedom in youth leading to 2 haruel}r
and loving marriage. The money that they earn is
often kept by the honsewife, who allows her mun so
much per week for drink, the chief diversion of the
Bhil. She also is none too strict and likes her glass
at a festival. But the woman is wsually temperate,
while the man only o often drinks to a wild excess.

The Bhil women, deep-breasted, broad, their large
thighs showing bare, look fit to be the mothers of
14
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sound children, healthy and strong. Pleasant and
even comely they appear, with their flat, good-natored
faces and their plu:.up limbe, their features a lictle
coarse perhaps, but sonsy. Their halr lies low on
the brow in a pleated fringe, cavght on the crown
by a bell-shaped silver brooch, They are fond, like
all savages, of adornment, and layer upon layer of
plass beads, dark blue, white and crimson, lie heavy
over neck and breast. Heavy bands of brass circle
the leg from knee to instep, and clash and tinkle as
they move. A coame cloak of navy blae, draped from
the head over the body, is tucked ap into the waist-
band, leaving the thighs half-bare. They lock men
boldly in the face, with candour and seli-reliance.

The Bhils, both men and women, are ford of a joke,
and nowhere in India is laughter heard more freely
and more readily. The more Rabelaigian the joke,
it muost be allowed, the better they relish it; and
women are 45 openly amused by an indecency as men.
Their songs are not dlways lady-like, and 2 wedding
song gives them full scope for merry ballads, of a sort
common in Europe up to the seventeenth century
but foreign to the drawing-rooms of to-day, which
have room only for a Zola or an Ibsen. Laughter the
Bhils have and loyalty, good-nature and simple hearts.
What they have in their minds they speak openly ;
and plain words can surely be forgiven, when the
thought is straight and troe.

Dancing is one of the great amuosements of the
Ehils, both men and women, and they should be seen
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dancing at the spring Saturnalia, the festival of the
Holi. They light a large bonfire of teak-wood logs,
throwing into the flames handfuls of grain as an
offering to the local goddem. Then the dance pro-
ceeds round the blazing fire. The men carry light
sticks in their hands, which they tap againet sach other,
at first slowly and listlessly, as they begin to crcle
slowly round. In the centre the drummers stand,
beating the skins in wild harmony. Then the
danee Erows wilder and always walder, and the dancers
shoot the shrill whoop, not unlike the Highlander's
when he dances, a yell which guavers from the com-
pressed throat through quickly trlling lips. As the
time quickens, the sticks are beaten faster upon each
ather, and the dancers mowe three steps forward, then
a turn, then three steps forward, opce apgain, The
women also dance round and round, and their shrill
voices begin a .ong. The men follow the words and
reply, verse to veme, in a weird antiphony. When
the fun becomes louder, the men join hands In a circle
and the women climb up by their claped hands 6ll on
cach man's shoulders there stands 2 woman, her hands
also joined to her neighbour’s, and the whole cirele re-
volves to the tune of some village song. When they are
ot dandng,j-&stl dndji]:-l:ar: bandied freely between the
vounger lads and their girls, and now and agsin a loving
look or touch is rewnrded with a ringing box on the ears.

But, with all their freedom, the Bhil women have
their pride and virtue, From their womanhood and
independence they will not readily derogate, even if
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the price be heavy. And not seldom the stranger,
gome stall-fad Hindn from a fatter land, has learnt this
to his cost. There was such a one, a Charge Officer,
who administered (or was supposed to) a relief camp
in the Bhil country during a famine year. Being
well-fed and lazy, pampered and a fool, he thought
he could have his will of the bold, * unlady-like ™ forest
women who were forced by famine to seck relief at
his hands. 3o he cast a lecherous eye on one who was
young and fair and had a merry langh. And bemg
fat and foolish, he put the alternative to her blunty,
as such 2 man would, with no nonsense abowt it. If
ghe was not pleased, she could look out for herself
elsewhere. So she smiled a merry smile and fized
an hoor when he should meet her in the forest. But
when he got there, he found not her alone whom he
sought but with her a round dozen of her women
friends. And each one had a good, fresh-cut stick
in her hand. Then they explaned to him at some
length, and with free ind appropriate geature, that
they knew exactly where to use a stick with most
effect. Their language was distinctly daring, but they
left him clear aboot their meaning. And that after
all is the main thing. It took him guite a long time
to get home after they had done with him, and erawing
through the jungle is not pleasant going. Even when
he was dismissed from his employment a couple of
days later, the impression of their arguments was still
acute, But thers were hopes that in time he wonld
begin to understand the character of the Bhil worman.
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Such manners and such characters it would be
difficult to find elsewhere in India, With the general
Hindu ideal of service, chastity, and effacement they
have no common ground, Yet it cannot be doubted
that here is a life which makes for happiness and, in
its own way, for self-realization. The Bhils are wild
and unenltured, of course, and they have to suffer
from the fevers of the forest and from wild animals,
Of luxury they know nothing and their pleasures are
pt'irni‘.iv: and rather coarse. But thcjr are contented,
The wife loves her man and the hosband cherishes
his wife with a very real fondness and even with
respect, and they have a cheerful pride as they watch
their children play and grow strong and upright,
They share their hardships and their small joys fairly
and equally. They tend their garden with a kindly
contentment ; and at night, their labour done, they
drink their glass and have their jest, and go to bed in
the forest clearing tired and comfortable, And when
the Bhil does rob a travelling merchant and is caught,
it is for his wife slone that he yearns in the dreary
separation of the prison.

Civilization, if it comes to the Bhil from the East,
brings with it child-marriage and Brahman law and
caste degradation; i from the West, it brings the
factory and the industrial slum. Drunken and thrife-
less, oppressed by customs which he cannot understand,
he finds himself submerged in the lowest proletariar,
exploited and despised. Can civilization give anything
to the Bhil better than what he has I—ease and liberty )
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® Bhe measares every measure, svarywhers
Mezts art witk st Sometimes =3 if n dounbt,
HNat pecfeet yot and Fearing to ke our,
Trzik her plain ditty in are long-ipan sate
Throogh the sleek pasage of her open chrast,
A clear anwrinibed song @ then doth she poing it
With tender accents, aad severely joint it
By short diminwtions™
Mure's Duel,  Crusmaw,

 Mowadays Iodisn " peformens” in tha name of
dgivilimation snd science " asck to perssade the mreafr
(girls dedicated to the Gods) that they are * plunged
in 2 caneer of degradacion.” Mo doube in time the
wonld-be maorglisss will drive the meradr out of their
termples and their bomes, deprive them of sll selfre-
epect, and conwert them indo wretched catcastes, all in
the cense of *civilization ond scienes? Safr ls rhat
w];raﬁrmmmﬁ:rﬂ:emﬁ:mm of & Tater day
the task of homantring hfe afresh,"

Sex ia Relovon & Swlny. Havooox Brok,
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Chapter VII
THE DANCING GIRL

For the women of India an independent profession
is a thing almost unlmown. Here are no buosy type-
writers, no female clerks, no barmaids. The woman
spends her whole life in 2 home, supported and main-
tained, her father’s as a child, then her husband’s, or
else one of those large joint households in which every
woman of the family, widowed or married, finds her
place. If she is poor, she may have work to do in
plenty, besides the care of her house and children.
She may s¢w of go out to help in richer househalds ;
often she joins her hushand in his work, and you may
gee the potter’s wife fatching earth and carrying bricks,
ot the washerman’s wife drive his laden ox. Some-
times she labours in the field, busily weeding or bent
double as in the water-covered muddy patch she
trangplants the young ricc-shoots. But in none of
these tatls does she work for herself, alone and in-
dependent, at a trade chosen by her own taste. Bhe
labours as one member of a higher unit, the family of
which she is a part, and she knows that by her efforts
ghe helps to feed and clothe her children or to add to
the funds controlled by the head of the joint family,
Even domestic service, in the European sense of the
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word, hardly exists, Ruling and noble families have
their maid-servants, but these are not independent
women hired under a contract, enforceable at law.
They are women born and bred in the palace, bound
by affection and upbringing, kereditary honse-servants,
almost slaves. They are treated as of the family, are
paid by food and clothing, by presents and the fnal
gift in marriage to 2 male servant. Only a few, a
very few there are, widows mainly, nsually Mussulman,
who can in the Western sense of the word be called
BETWRAILLE.

In vecent years changes in idess, and still more
changes in pocial sconomy, have produced a fow women
in regard to whose work it is possible to use the words
“ independent profeision.” There are even a few
lady doctors, Pamsis mainly, in whose cate the imitation
of European customs and the resultant obstacles to
marriage have facilitated study and the adoption of 2
career, There are far more who are teachers—always
underpaid—in pirls’ schoels, or nurses—also undes-
pald—or midwives. Largely these are Brahman
widows, who, repudiating the austerities of traditional
belief, have found a more useful Bfe by thess labours,
and relieve their relatives of the charge of their suppart
or bring up their children by their own praiseworthy
efforts,

But even these zre stll exceptions to be counted
by hundreds, b‘:.f thoutands at the most, out of all the
three hundred millions of India’s popuolation. For
the women of India, it may almost be gaid, there ig
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only one independent profession open, one that is
immemorial, remunerative, even honoured, and that
it the profession of the dancing girl. There is hardly
a town in India, however small, which has not it
group of dancing girls, dubions perhaps and mediocre ;
and there i3 not a wedding, hardly an entertainment
of any circarnstance, at which the dancing girl's ser-
vices are mot engaged. And it may be added thar
there is hardly a clas so much misjudged or a profession
3o much misonderstood.

For long generations and in many countries the
dancing girls of India have been the theme of poets
and stock figures of romanticism.  In Indian hiterature
it was of course nateral that they should find a place,
And in fact, from the earlicet Sanscrit poets down to
the novelists and play-wrights of modern Bengal or
Gujarit, there are few dramas in which a dancer does
not play a réles Often the part is pathetic, even
tragic, while it Is osually edifying and pietstic. The
courtesan who, urged by the eloquence or attraction
of a pious ascetic, finds the grace of God and abandons
art for ansterity and the palace for the hermitage is
one of the recorrent conventions of the Indian classics,
In one of the best-known of Mahrathi poems, there
i3 such a picture, expressed with vigour and emotion.
Converted to self-denial and renundation, the dancing
girl, once besutiful, lies alone, dirty and squalid,
without food, in a witch-haunted graveyard, affrighted
by ghosts, tormented by spmits of evil, yet uplifted
by the love of God and blessed by her memories of
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the saint whose coldness was to her the sign of a higher
adoration. But in the literature of Europe the
bayadére, to use s name corropted from the Portaguese,
has also been a frequent and a loxurious fgure. In
the romantic fancies of the late eighteenth and the
carly mineteenth centuries, she was, both in France
and Germany, a personage on whom poets lavished
the embellishments of their art. Her hazy outlines
they bespangled with the imagery of fiction and the
phantasics of invention. She was a symbel for oriental
opulence, a cresture of incredible luxury and uncurbed
sensnousness, or tropic pasion and jewelled magnifi-
cence, From her tresses blew the perfumes of lust;
on her lips, like honey sweet, disdlled the peisons of
vice ; hidden in her bodice of gold brocade she carried
the dagger with which she killed.

Divest her of poetic asociation. Rob her of the
hues cast by the distant dreams of romanticism. Strip
her even of the facts of history and the rraditione of
the Indian classics. Yet sheremains a figure sufficiently
remarkable. Mot tragic and certainly not gay, she
embodies in herself so much of India, beth it past
and present, that without understanding her life and
significance it is impossible to comprehend the social
whole which she explains and commentates.

The very name of dancing girl, it must be notad,
is a misnomer. For az an artist she finds expression
primarily in song, not in the dance. In the Indian
theory of music, dancing 1s but an adjunct, one thythm
the more, to the sung melody. It is the singer’s voice
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which is the ultimate means of music, her song which
it its real purpose. To embellish it expression and
heighten i enjoyment the singer takes the id of
instruments, the pipe, the strings, the drum and not
least of the dance. Regarded in its first elements, the
dance is one means the more of marking the time of the
melody. Throughout the Indian dance the feet, like
the tmned drums, are means to mark the beats. The
time is divided into syllables or bars and the dancer’s
beating feet, circled with a belt of jingling bells, must
move and pause in the strictest accordance. The right
foot performs the major part, the left completes the
thythmic syllable. But Eurther by her dance the
singer’s art is to make more clear and more magneric
the meaning of her song. With her artitodes and
pestures she accords her person to her melody and
senge, till her whole being, volce and movement, is but
one living emotion. Her veil half-dfawn over her
features, her head ayerted, a frown wrinkling her brow,
she portrays modesty regoiling from a lover, With
joined hands wplifted to her forehead, with body beat,
and eyes cast upon the ground, she sccompanies the
hymns of worship and resignation to God's will. With
quiﬂ.-l:,- maoving gesture, she marks the harsher sounds
of rage or mortified indignation. Even plessure and
the tenderer joy ghe represents by the softly swaying
body and slow waving movements of her upturned
hands. But it is not enough that gesture should be
natural and appropriate, Mere realism would not
harmonize with the songs and instrumental music to
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which it is an accompaniment. [is crudities would
be out of tune, conspicuous, sven brutal. The dances’s
gestures and pantomime must be soft, rhythmic, and
restrained, Like every other art, dancing too has its
economy and its self-restraint. And the way to this
ideal harmony is th.mugh the ﬂm]‘:l'lﬁcal.ti:-m of con-
vention and the discipline of & graceful technique.
The dancer has to learn by painful practice to move
her limbs in harmony with the chythms of her melody,
to avoid all that is abrupt or unsymmetrical. FBach
pose thould be that of a statue, emotion poising in a
harmony of line and balance. In order to atiain this
complete accord of movement and melody, this union
of grace and emotional expression, it is necessary to
conventionalize the means by strict attention to the
materizl presented to the creative artist—in the case
of the dance, the youthfol female figure. As in a
painting, to the trained eye, a line presents the transi-
tion between two differently liv surfaces, so in the
dance, by an habitual agreement between the spectator
and the performer, certain simple movements are
made to evoke wider imaginations. Indian dancing,
like every art, must have its own conventions. But
they are conventions finally based upon actnal mimiery,
simplifications, one may say, of natural movements.
They are attained by the exclusion of all that is
superfluons, leaving only the essential curve or contour
of the movement. They are the actual made spiritual,
by the excision of 21l excess, by the suppresion of
the uncouthness which defective materisl and sdff
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muscles force upon human action. The movements
of the Indian dancer bear to the primitive gestures
of men and women, in the moments of actual impulse,
the same relstion as the simplified form of Indian
painting and sculpture bear to the realities of living
fiesh and blood in light and shadew. To the European
the conventions are difficult to wnderstand, as they
presuppose a different training ; and in him they do
not readily awake the required emotion. For Evropean
art has for many centuries been in the main realistic,
concerned above all with the materdal sppearance of
things and actions. The art of the East, on the other
hanc, hat in all its leading schools sought the spiritual,
gtriving with the jejumest outlines to interpret the
significance which may underlie the outward clothing
of form and celour and surface. Moreover, the
oriental eye has a natural aptitude for decorative
pattern, to which the excessive devotion of the Indian
intellect to deduetion and abstract analysis affords a
parallel. ‘The artist, therefore, does not rest content
with simplification but further seeks to manipulate
the conventions, throngh which he realizes his spiritual
meaning, into a symmetric and decorative pattern.
The same tendencies appear in the dance, when
practized as an art, in India,

There are two great methods of artistic dancing in
India which correspond to the main geographical dis-
tinction of the continent and can be called the Penin-
salar and the Northern, ‘The Peninsular or Southern
has itz home and training-ground in Madras, where
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the temmple dancing girls, the “ servanis of God ™ a3
they are called in the vernaenlar, follow their fine
tradition. The old Hindu city of Tanjore with it
exuberant temple is the centre of the school, to which
it has given its name, The other or Northern methnd
s at its highest in the cities of Delhi and Lucknow,
mere secular in its purpose, yet more austere in jts
EXPTCIElon.

In the North where the girls, wearing an adapta-
tion of the Musnlman dress, are mostly of that faith
and have no bond with any temple or religions institn-
tion, the dance or gesture-play is strictly subordinate
to the song. The artist mowves back and forward a
few steps as she sings, the fest of courss always beating
the time, while her hands are raised or lowered and
her fingers grouped in a few conventions] poses, grace-
fully artificial or simply decorative, but with no present
actnality and hittle stmulus to emotion. The pleasure
of the spectator is in the main intellectual, the effect
of reminiscence and association, while he interprets the
mesning of which the movements are suggestive but
abstract aymbols, At the end of the verse the dancer
floats softly round the circle of aspectators, with
coquetry in her eyes, extorting applause by a quick
virtuosity of steps and pirousttes, which have lirtle
reletion to any living and real passion.

The Peninsolar school, on the other hand, gives the
dance in and by itself a far higher value and more
extended field. It is far more than the mere visible
decoration of & sung melody, It has a life of is own,
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often wild and passionate; and bas its own instanc
appeal to independent emotions. Often the dance
i in itself the pantomime of a whole story, the meeting
and love of Krishna and Ridhs, for instance, at the
river's side. The melody of the instruments is a
guitable accompaniment and the voice does little mere
than supply a pleasing refrain. Sometimes it Is a mere
thythmic and decorative reconstruction of everyday
actions, the mimicry, harmoniovs and graceful, of a
boy flying a kite or of a fluttering butterfly. The
dancers move lightly and quickly over the foor, their
steps diversified, their pestures free and natursl. TUpeon
their features pluy the lines of hope and joy, of sorrow
and disdain. Then as the story closes, in a final burst
of melody, their voices rise with the instruments that
sccompany in a last forte vepetition of the refrain or
mative.

Thus in the Peninsular or Tanjore school the art
of dancing, though also, of course, dependent upon
conventionalisms of gesture and movement, and sig-
nificant of meanings which it ssggests rather than
imitates, has a more actnal appesl to emotion znd a
less fettered freedom. It has a Bner spontanecity, a
freer flow of imagination. At its best, it is 2 splendid
gchoal of dnncing, the only method perthaps worthy to
be put beside, though below, the magnificent creations
of the Rustian ballet.

From the point of view of art, however, even the
‘Tanjore dancing girls, and still more the performers
of the Northern school, have certain defects, which
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could be removable if the players and public had a
finer sense of artistic purpose. The women them-
selves are too often of little eduocation, illiterate, with
their tastes uncoltvated. A good voice and some
natural grace, with training only in technique, may
make a pleasing enmough dancer but cannot produce
an artist. For any excellent attainment a higher
cultivation s required. Another difficulty, pecoliar
to India, it that many experts will, from supemtitious
fear or jealousy, refuse to impart their secrets to a
pupil or a novice. But worst of all by far & that lack
of arcistic sensibility, general in modern India, which
is satlsfied by the tricks of virtwosity and has no
recognition of sincerity and deeper beanty. In song
the fiolts are obvions and regretted. High notes
are screamed out with the utmost effort of the dngers’
lungs to the amazement and admiration of the
groundlings, while the practice of slurred arpeggios
at the highest speed obtcures the roundness of the
voice in the true melody, Given a good voice, a girl
is only too soon trained to these efforts, on which in 2
few years her natural gifts are squandered. Smoocth
and easy ginging and finished phrasing are lictle valued
by the side of those difficult but unbeautiful accom-
plishrnents. Similarly in the accompanying dance
viglent gestures, strained poses, ar undue and difficule
effart ravish praise that thoold more correctly be
given to sincers emotion and an easy and natural
thythm. A dead conventionalism, emphasized and
over-gtrained by difficult contortions, has repressed
16
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the development of the art, especially in the northern,
more abstract method.

Another great drawback against which Indian pro-
fessional dancing struggles is the Jack of a public that
iteelf iz given to dancing. For every art the great
safepuard and vivifying infiuence is a popular practice
of its easier forms. Music flourished in Italy and in
Germany, where every person sings. FPoetry becomes
great when behind it there is a living growth of popular
ballads or lyrics. The Russian ballet has made it=
wonderful achievement becanse every pessant dances
with vigour and even with grace, and in the summer
nights in every village young men and women dance.
In India popular dancing has for many centuries been
moribund, even dead; At the festival of the new
Hindu year, in a few parts of India, groups of ladies
sing songs ifi unison a3 they circle to a slow measure
ot rhythmic step. Occasionally in the zesdnar of the
richer families the ladies dance what is known as a
Risada. Each catches her neighboars’ hands and they
move ronnd and round in a circle bowing, slow in the
beginning and faster to the end. These are the palace
dances, now almost disused, of which can be read in Sir
Edwin Armald’s translation of the Chanrapanchasika :—

* Yet now, this but abides, vo pictore smoothly
How in the palace-dance foremost she paced :
Her glancing feet end light limbe swayed demarely
Moooslike, amid their cloudy robes ; mooo-faced,
With hips majestic under slender waat,
And hair with gold and blooms braided and laced.™

L 11



—

Indian Women

Iu villages among the lower d:ma there i3 also at
stated seasons some rustic dancing, even with men, of
a rough and hoisterous loand. But Eﬁ:ﬂ.ﬂ‘aﬂ}r Epe'a.tl:ing,
popular dancing there i3 none. “ No one dances
unless he is dromk,” the Indian gmﬂtmi:n J:uigh[
mutter with the too grave Roman.

Still, pranting these deficiencies of environment
and allowing for all imperfections and desired im-
provements, dancing remains the most living and
developed of existing Indian arts. In the Peninsolar
school above all, India has 2 possession of very real ment,
on which no appreciation or eéncouragement can be
thrown sway. It is something of which the country
can well be proud, almost the only thing left, perhaps,
in the general death-like slumber of all imaginative
work, which still has a true emotional response and
value, It sends ita call to & people’s soul; it is alive
and forceful,

All the more tragic is it, a very tragedy of irony,
that the dance—the one really Indian art that remains
—has been, by some curious perversion of reasoming,
made the special object of attack by an advanced and
reforming section of Indian publicsts. They have
chosen to do so on the score of morality—not that they
allege the songs and dasces to be immoral, ¥ soch
these could be, but that they say the dancers are. Of
the dances themselves no such allepation could, even
br the wildest magmattm:l, Pmﬂhl:r be made, The
song: are pure beside the ordinary verses of a comie
opera, not to mention 3 muosic-hall in the capital
1h2
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of European civilization, Paris. The dancing is grace-
ful and decorous, carefully draped and restrained.
But the dancers, it is true, do not as a rule preserve
that strict code of chastity which s exacted from the
marrying woman, How the stringency or laxity of
observance of this code by a performer can possibly
affect the cmotional and even national value of her
art and performance has not been and cannot be
explained. Art cannot be smirched by the sins of
its followers; the flaws in the crystal goblet do not
hurt the flavour of the wine.

In the Peninsula of India dancing and professional
singing is first of all a religious instirution, bound up
with the worship of the Gods.  To every temple of
importance are attached bands of =ix, eight, or more
girls, paid in free gifts of land or in money for the
duties which they perform. They are recruited in
infancy from various castes and wear the ordinary
garments, slightly more ornamental, of the Indian lady
of those regions, In certain castes the profession is
heraditary, mother bringing up danghter in turn to
these family accomplishments. In other cases, 25 in
the great temple of Jejuri in the Deccan, children sre
dedicated by their parents to the service of God and
left when they reach s riper age to the teaching and
soperintendence of the priests. Twice a day, morning
and evening, they sing and dance within the remple
to the greater glory of God; and at all the grest
P.ub]ic ceremonies and festivals they Plﬁ}" their part
in the solemnities. Teaching is imparted by older
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men, themselves singers, who take in hand the training
of small grouops of girls, In some cases a form of
marriage is performed, for the fulfilment of traditional
religions obligation, with a man of the dancer's caste,
with an idel, or even with a sacred tree. But the
ceremony entails no ethical obligations, such as apply
to the real married woman. ‘The dancers are regarded,
being independent and self-supporting, as freed from
the code which appliss to women living in family
homes and mazintained by the work and earnings of
a father or a husband. It is their nght to live their
lives as they will, for their own pleasure and happiness,
unrestrained by any code more stringent than that
of an independent man.

Besides Tanjors, the old Pertuguste posession of
Goa and the neighbouring dietricts bordering on the
ocean, where the forests and rocls of the Western
(Ghauts drop sharply to the rice-lands of the shore, are
famous for the excellence of their singers. Here they
are known under the name of Naiking or * Ladyships,”
and have a position of no little respect.  Though they
like to trace their origin in their own sayings 1o those
nymphs who in heaven are sald to entertain the Gods,
the truth is that they are largely recruited from other
classes, whoee children they purchase or adopt, They
live in houses like those of the better-clazs Hindns,
with broad verandahs and large court-yards, in which
grows a plant or two of the sacred sweet basll. Their
homes are furnished in the Plui.u z.t_1-'11: of the Himmdy
householder, with mats and stools and wooden benches
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and an abundance of copper and brass pots and pans
and water vessels, Only they wear a profusion of
gold omaments on head and wrists and fingers, a
gilver waist-band, and silver rings on their toes, and
they make their hair gay with flowers. Their lives
are simple and not luxurious ; but the days are idled
awiy in the languorous ease of the tropic sea breezes,
a land of repose, a lazy land. They rise late, they
bathe, they eat rice-gruel, and talk and sleep. The
long afternoon is pasted in mare chatting and in their
constant enjoyment of chewing betel leaves, till aifter
dinner they go out to sing and dance to a late hoor of
the might. It & a life of quiet ease, uneventiul,
indolent no doubt, but hardly dissipated. And of
course in all worship and religions chservance they
are devout and orthodox, fearing the Gods, and revesent
to the officiating priesthood.

Now when some Hindu reformers object to the
employment of sech women in the temples of God
and deny the efficacy of song and dance as adjuncts
of religious emotion, it would of course be impertinence
for the follower of another creed to express an opinion,
The rubrics of prayer are between the worshipper
alone and his God. If they preach that worship and
oblation are for those only who have made asceticiam
their practice and who have turned their faces from the
world to the pure concept of divinity, they are obviously
within their rights : and the question must be decided
by a congregation of fellow-worshippers. Even if
they desire to bar the temple-door to women, whe
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have taken no vow of chastity and hope for salvation
without closing their ears to love, they are entitled to
do as they like with their own, if they can obtain a
consensus of believers. Ohservers of other creeds
would willingly, if without impropriety they could
have a voice, jnin in dtplur]ng the abuse, in some
temples, of the custom of dedication; for girls thus
dedicated, as at Jejuri, are often too numerous for the
purpcecs of the temple-service and are thrown upon
the world, without adequate artistic training, almost,
one might say, with none, to make their way as best
they can. When this happens, though Hindn society
trests the devotes: kindly and gives them essy ad-
miwion to good hounses, yet their dearth of artsde
accomplishment, the refusal of support by the temple
to which they are ascribed, and the pressing needs of
gustenance mmst often force the unfartunate girl to
a distasteful trade. But to include these among
dancing girls in the proper sense 5 hardly fair. The
maotives of dedication are different and are exclusively
religions, while the costom has arisen from the ald
Hindu tradition of appointing a girl to take the place
of a son. The trained singer who rucceeds to an
nppninmmt in a temple %in a Very different positiom,
and her life is as a rule happy and prosperous. The
example of other countries hak shown how an art may
gain by the support of a Church, and how, in the
absence of countervailing circumstances of popular
understanding and enthusiasm, the withdrawal of
ecclesiastical patronsge may cause its decline snd even
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its ruin. The Reformadon in Europe, for instance,
whatever its benefits to a new growing warld in other
matters, swept without doubt like a devastation ower
the rich fields of human imagination and like a 1em-
pest obliterated the =msthetic emotions in which the
homan soul attainsits highest. In India, in the absence
of a humanism such 28 Europe could imbibe {rom
Athens, the dependence of art wpon religion is more
gtrait snd isolated, while the very forms of Indian
art are moulded in 2 sepernatural conception of the
universe. So subtly poised Is it wpon this pinnacle,
that the mere touch of the fresthinker and reformer,
one fears, may send it shattered to the ground,

In the North, it has been said, the dancing girls have
no connection with religious institotions, thowogh, as
it happens, their artistic conventions are more abstract
and less sensuouns.  Mostly they are Musulmans by
belief or are Hindus who have adopted Musulman
ways and manners. They do not belong to colleges
or groups but live alone and independently, earning
their living by their art, without support from any
temple. At the same time it is the custom in many
parts to invite them to perform st the shrine of some
dead saint during the annual celebrations, They sing
on such occasions SOMES of a sacred kind, Psn]mm:liﬁa
of praise to God and His Prophet, poems well known
in the Urdno language. They chant also the odes of
the Bufis or Persian mystic poets, in which the adora-
tion of the Deity is clothed in the language of love,
and the praises of wine are metaphors for the ecsrasies
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of the Spirit. Usally the dincing gl lives alone in
her own house, some balconied and flat-roofed house
in the crowded bazaar, where she can overlook the
movement of the town and mark the doings of her
warld, There is little that escapes her prying eyes,
and the musicians in her pay, the barber who lives in
the street and the seller of betel leaves keep her posted
in all the city scandals. There is constant coming and
going to her doors, and in the afternoon admirers from
the yoanger nobility and professional men drop in to
pass the time and smoke and laugh a few hoors away.
Sometimes her house becomes a centre of intrigue
where palace revolutions or doubtful conspiracies are
hatched wnder her Edendly eye by young men, who
lounge on her cushions beside the trellised window,
The room 3 heavy with the sweet, over-perfumed
ermoke of the black tobacco paste which che smokes
in her silver-mounted hookah., When she drives ont
at cvening, police-constables salute her. In most
Native States such dancing girls, two or three or four,
are an appanage of the royal retinue, and are paid
salaries or retaining fees on a generous basis. Such a
girl will erdinarily get one hundred to one hundred
and fifty rupees per month from the State—the salary
of a Police Magistrate—swith gifts on special occasions,
In exchange she has to sing twice or thrice a wesk
when the chief calls for her, but with his permision
ehe may always perform at other houses where she can
earn larger fess. Some chiefs are famous for their
taste, and a girl tries to eecure an engagement for g
168



The Dancing Girl

year or two in such 4 Darbar to establish her reputa-
tion for the future. In many cases these dancers, as
they grow older, marry cne of their lovers and settle
down to the guiet life of the respectable Musulman
lady behind the purdab. Sometimes they adopt a clever
and precty girl and tramm her, half a1 maid and half a3
companion, in the mysteries of their art, till shein tum
becomes a singer and helps to keep her mistress and
teacher, with no little piety and charity, in her old age.

Modem opponents af dancing, however, with their
influence on a population which has few artistic tastes
and a marked bent for economy, have already done
much to degrade the profession and are gradually
forcing girls, who would formerly have earned a decent
competence with independence and an artists pride,
into 2 shameful traffic from very want. Day by day
the number of those women is growing less who alone
preserve the memory of a fine Indian art. And, as
they lose the independence earned by a profession, day
by day more women are being thrust into the abyemal
ghame and destitution of degraded womanhood. An
Indian proverb already sums up this peculiar item of
the * reform programme ” thus: * The dancing girl
was formerly fed with good food in the temple; now
she torns somersanlts for a begppar's rice.”

But, for the delineation of Indian life and society,
the position of the dancing girl must be envisaged
from a loftier altitude. It is only from such an aspect
that her portrait can be said to complete and interpret
the gallery of Indian womanhood.
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In the long history of human deyelopment occasional
licence appears a: necessary to mankind as the habitual
réutine of maorslity. Convention and self-restraint
have been accepted and adopted for mutval con-
venience ; but, by an impulse as natural a5 it is healthy,
man has from time to time escaped from his stagnation
through the orgy. Even the savage, with his underfed
body and atrophied sensibilities, finds a periodic outlet
for the starveling powers and ambitions hidden in his
breast by some spring or autumn festival at which, by
one wild orgy, he overleaps the fears and trammels of
magical prescription and intoxicates himself, for a
brief space, into a freer manhood. When savagery
ends and barbansm begins, the orgy becomes some-
thing of an institution, as it did in the Christian
Church of the Middle Ages or in the Holi of India
But as civilization grows more refined, it i for the
spirit rather than the body that the outburst into
freedom is demanded. In a cultored community it is
a sort of cerebral licence which is excited and assnaged
by the orgies of the imagination. The theatre and
music, painting and poetry by their stimuladon purge
the soul of thowe emotions which, unrelieved, wonld
sour and make ill the spirit. In a state where man is
bound hand and foot to a mechanical routine of wage-
earning, he must seek through the excitement of his
imagination that explosion of emotion followed by
q‘niﬂ:cnci:, by which the fermenting activities of his
mind and body can alone find their needed relief,
Among the agents that rouse this excitement and in
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turn satisfy it are to be ranked high the rhythm and
music of the dance, with the spectacle of graceful
limha anrl_prcrtp‘ﬂm,ﬁfﬂrﬁmmcbﬂmumm
dreams and jewelry rich beyond phantasy. Every
man at some time in his life has woven his fairy tales
of hope, and there is none so duoll but has pictured a
goddesws to his fancy. Now the woman who teils in
his house and shares his interests may be ever 1o
tenderly loved and cared for, but che is his own help-
mate, of his own sturdy flesh and Elood. Hardly—
except perhaps for a space in the first blosoming of
new love—can he clothe her familiar being with the
robes and colours of his dreaming fancies. But in the
trained actress with her artful graces and her aloofness,
he gees ane who responds to those secret aspirations,
and gives them room to expand and calms and soothes
them, till at last, the spectacle ended, end his mind
reposed, he returns to his home in peace for the furcher
routine of workaday existence.

Now where life is frée and vnrestricted, among the
powerful and the leisured, every hour has its variety
and desire may be satisfied without awaiting any
gpecial occaslon. But when exstence is parrowed to
routine and one day is like another, then indeed the
goul must sometimes goar to an illusion of wild wind-
driven Liberty. Man has to guide his plough in the
furrow ; but not to look to the sky and its currents
at the turning !—better death at once than smch
weariness, And it is the finer crestive spirits, the
men that think and produce, who are quickest crushed
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by the unbroken rule of abstinence. In India the
general tane is brown, the light grey-brown of dusty
plains and dry felds and villages of sun-baked mud.
The ritual of to-day is that of yesterday, and will be
that of to-morrow. The same prayers, the same
labours, the same plain foed, the same simple house
and furnishings. Simplicity, abstinence, repression, the
rejection of all that is superfluons, these are the notes
of ordinary life. There iz contentment enough as a
rule. The wife is faithful and devoted, the children
play and grow up and ger married, the cattle pull the

gh and the soil bears the corn. It produces on
the whole & contented resignation, this Lif=, with its
austere simplicities and its overhanging haze of
asceticism. But even then there are times when the
zelf will out snd the lulled nerves bepin to stir and
tingle and stab with a bitter pain. There iz no social
life as in France and upper-class England, where ladies
of wit and reading, graceful, well-dressed, trained to
charm and please, quicken the minds and respond to
the sjrmP:.ﬂﬁta of 3 wider circle, while at the same
time imposing a fine code of manners and a tactful
moderation. The wife, devoted and affectionate as
she is, most usnally be first the bouse-wife, busied with
a parrow routine, limited in experience, bounded by
babies and the day’s dinner. In most classes she is
illiterate and she has few of the accomplishments
which amuse and distract. FEven in Athens, the ity
sbove all of urbanity, as the married woman was
secluded and domestic like the Indian, the female
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comrade, the .Elﬂ.:i:ﬂ:, with her witty talk and her song
and accomplishments was a necessity of social life,
In old India also thiz need was known, as can be read
in the traditional poetle histories, and the dancing
girl, the gumika as they called her, was the recognized
teacher to young princes of manners and of chivalry.
Those days are past ; but even now the dancing girls,
by the admission even of 2 missionary! * are the most
accomplished women among the Hindns, They read,
write, sing and play a3 well as dance.” 'They drem
well and modestly, they know the arts of pleasing, and
their success s in the main due to the contrast by
which they transcend the ordinary woman and to
the illusicns they can give. They do not, therefore,
merely fulfil 2 need but also represent an ideal. Ewven
apart from their art and its high imaginstive value, as
almost the only living art in India, they respond in a
larger sense to a real need of society. To stifle a class
of women, living their own lives in independence,
graceful, accomplished, often clever, to degrade them,
to make them outcastes and force them into ghameful
by-ways, is not merely to sin against charity ; it is
also a blunder against life.

The existence of such a class, regarded in the Light
of ultimate truths, may fall far short of the perfect
state. But the remedy in any country liss not in their
repression and degradation, the most disastrous of all
attempts, It lies in the freedom and education of the
married woman, When the married woman slio ia

t The Raw, M, Phillips, ** BEvalution of Blpdalem,™ 1903,
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freed from the oppression of narrow codes and the dall
monotony of housework, when she too is able to be
accomplished and graceful, witty and artistie, free to
choose as ghe pleases and to be true to her nature,
then no doubt the profesional besoty must by the
mere weight of facts become extinet. But what
nation, what society will risk the experiment ! and
what conditions can make it possible # This at least
it clear that where a rigid matrimonial system,
gupported by all the sanetions of religion and inspired
by a tradition of asceticism, is fast entrenched and
fortified, where woman 15 limited and narrowed to the
doties of a housekeeper or 2 mother, there the fulfil-
ment of the decper cravings of homan emotion and
the satisfaction of artistic sensibilities will depend upon
a clags that has in it much which is not ignoble,
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“ [Tpon my right Bend did stand the Queen o a
westure of gq-!lﬁ wm‘n.;ht about in divess coloars.®
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Chapter VIII
WOMAN'S DRESS

Drzss in India can be comprised within a few typical
forms. Fashion, which in Burope is so frequently
variable and occupies itself with line and coatour, is
in India far more stable and pemistent. Fashion
exists, of coumse, as in every land where women live
and grow and change. But it busies irself rather
with what may be called the accidents than with the
essencials of artire. In the choice of colonr the women
of India display a rich variety; and selection, though
less subject to sudden and wiolent alteration, is
governed by thase moods of temperament which are
generalized under the pame of fashion. No les
operative is changing temperament upon the designs
of jewelry and the choice of gems to set in gold.
Even in respect of the textures which women chocee
for their clothes, thers are collective changes of mood
and mode to be notced. But in point of dress and
adornment, as in most other activities, in Indis there
iz a governance by authority and a quasi-religious
sanction which is foreign to the stongly individualist
tempers of the West. The shapes and to some extent
even the colour of dress and the design and manner
of wearing jewelry are among those distinctive marks
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of social rank and ceremomial purity, in 2 word of caste,
which are guarded jealously as if almost sacrosanet.
It is only in the additions and embellishments per-
mitted wpon the normal habits of the caste that the
human personality finds room for self-displiy. A
wornan must first of all make her dress conform to the
approved habits of her class, That done, she is free to
express her own tastes and tslents within the range
of such permissible colours and superfluous ornameses
a3 do not alter the essential lines of her costume,

The interest of dress centres mainly uwpon the
human psychology of which it is ane among many other
expressions, And it is mot s little surprising that
this inner and living bond has so often escaped the
writers who have made costume their subject. Dress,
regarded as form and colour only, has no doubr its
own values to the paintér, Like every amangement
in which selected hues or hines are grouped for the
creation of a new beauty, it has an emotional appeal
apart from its meaning or history. The uses of
drapery im sculpture and the sensuous plessure given
by rich velvets and gold brocades in the paintings
of Titan or Veronese are instances of the fascination
of clothes, merely on their decorative side. But an
intenser interest comes to being when dress is known
ta be also the expression of a character that in one
sense may be called individual but may with more
reality be regarded as part of a vast national life.

For by its very nature dress is a means selected to
heighten the attraction of the sexes for each other.
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The use of clothes as a protection against the extremes
of climate 18 merely secondary and is even something
of a reproach to natural adapraton. It is as adorn-
ment, and in its purpose of attraction, that it has it
real and ultimate meaning. That dres comes to be
nsed incidentally to preserve modesty does not affect
its primary purpose. Modesty imself = one of the
secondary properties of love and one of its most power-
ful weapons, But it it when mankind becomes
sophisticated that the value and function of modesty
are properly understood ; and it is then that dress
and ornament are so designed as to combine their
direct and, under the guise of modssty, cheir indirect
attractions. It follows, therefore, that in any people
the use of the means of attraction which are supplied
by dress and jewelry must correspond to the ateri-
butes of the persons whom it is desired to attract,
If the dress did not conform to some inbred desire in
those who see it, it could have no power to pleage;
even it might become repellent. But similarity of
birth and training tends to mould the majority of
each nation to something of an average, and it is after
all as a response to the desives of the average person
that dress is designed. It responds, therefore, to the
peychology of the people in which it is found.

Looked at from this aspect, the fundamental differ-
ence between the costumes of Ecropesn and of Indian
women becomes at onece more desply significant. In
Europe, duning the long centuries that have succeeded
the fall of Rome, one guality above all has clung to
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dress, that is, Mzarrerie of form. The Tewtonic
barbarians who uprooted the Mediterranean civiliza-
tions and imposed in their place those tribal feudalisms
and customsry roles from which Europe is not yet
fully freed, seem whether from their primitive par-
ticularism or their inhorn ]:|1'|.1t£].itjr ta hive l:urgel}-
been lacking im the semse of form. Symmetry and
simplicity were conceptions h-e]ﬂ:lnd their northern
braing and outside their temperament. Even to this
day the German (who with least admixture of blood
or education represents the primeval Teutonic savage)
ig hardly able by any effort of resson to comprehend
the meaning of these words. In essence, it would
seem, his mind is formless, vague, amorphous. 5o in
their buildings, the Goths could find no use for purity
of form. What they sought alwaye and with a great
effectivencs achieved was a thape, or rather a con-
glomeration of shapes, complicated and exagperated,
with lengthy spires and cumbrous zltitudes, that should
be curious, awful, and bizarrs. They never sought to
soothe the mind. Their churches do not so much
attract attention, but capture it, as it were, by an
audacious ravishment. And as this purpose was con-
genial to their own peychalogy, so did they win their
effect among their own and kindred peoples.  Similarly
their women, if they were to excite the desires of men
habituated to bloodshed and the strong siress of war,
had to take their attention by storm, with the zid of
the fantastic and uvnerpected in their costume,
Without the subtlety of imagination and finesse to
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excel by a fine harmony or a graceful nicety, they were
forced upon the extravagant and exuberant. The
lines of their dress were not designed to be congruouns
with the human bady or to agree in beantiful drapery,
but were meant rather to amaze the onlooker by a
sudden onslaught upen his vision. At any cost they
were 1o be effective—to produce, that is, an immediate
effect by the strangeness and extravagance of their
form. In regard to colour they had lem invention
and hardly any taste ; and the grey skies of the north
are not suited to the richer hues. So it was 1o con-
tortions of line and form that they had recourse.
However mitigated, these are characteristics that
remain to this day.  Even in modern dress, the lines
tend to be abrupt and exsggerated, and an cver-
changing faghion varies them in 2 discordant manner.
Every ten years, it has been said, the ghape of woman-
kind, as it is visible, changes in Europe. Each new
change mecans, of course, an attempt to cipture
attention by a novel attitude. This is the cause thar,
out of the whole nineteenth century, it was only for
s few years under the Consulate and early Empire
that woman’s dress appears tolerable to an artist's eye
or even, upon reflection, to the common man or
FYOIMAL-

Indian dress, on the other hand, has this in common
with the classic style, that it is simple in form and
harmoniows. It exacts no distortions or deformities.
It veils the body but it does not misrepresent it.  Suill
less doss it attempt to substitute a fictitions for a
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natural line, But while the Indian mind, like that
of the classic Mediterranean peoples, approves a natural
simplicity of design, unlike the other, it delights in
a profusion of extraneous orpament. FEwven the mon-
strons temples of the South are in essence simply
planned, baot they ate overlaid and even overloaded
with masses of strange carving and decoraton. Indian
paychology, in this not dissimilar from the Tewton,
has a craving for the wonderful and bizarre. The
ptople are of those that look for miracles. But, by
a fortunate dispensation, they are content to leave the
pure lines of form undistorbed—a guality that keeps
thern in regard to the broad facts of life true to nature,
For their wayward fancies they find scope in bizarrerie
of colour and external decoration. Thus the Indian
woman wesrs dresees that in shape are easy and simple
and begurifel, boc she seeks further to attract by a
marvellous vardery of colonr and a carious adornment.

The limits af the bizdree as it appears in India are
probably reached in the dress of the Bawjera women.
They belong to a tribe that, far from unmixed, has
in it much of that gipsy race, which has also migrated
across the Sind deserts and Asia Minor to the furthest
corners of Europe. For centuries they were the
carriers of India, transporting salt and opium and grain
on their F::;l:—d;:tt".: .n]ung the trade-routés actoss the
continent. They have settled down now, some of
them, in lLittle settlements where, under their own
chisfrains, they tll the soil and deal in cows and
buffaloes. But many of them are wanderers to this
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day, daring smugglers, dangerous when they are
cornered, often even thieves and robbers. The men
are especislly handsome, with a free and fiery look,
.and & manly alr. But the women also are not by any
means unarcractive, and the striking dress they have
chosen, with its bold colours and its swinging skirt,
zets them up well and handsomely. The pity i3 that
they will wear it tll from age and dirt it drops
off with itz own corroption. The bright colours
they affect reach their limit in the pleated skirt with
its glaring reds and yellows, a motey that has in it
something of the cdown or mountebank. The bodice
in no real sense fulfils its part but is rather a bright-
decked screen dropping from the meck to just below
the waist-line, stifened with pieces of glass and thick
stitching. The mantle which they adopt, unlike that
of most Hindu women, is short, like that of the Mus-
sulman, but coarser, ‘Their jewelry i3 peculiar to
themselves, and in shape strange and sudking. It is
worn about the head in great profusion, so that the
twinkling conning face seems almost set in slver,
The hair has two pleats at each side into which tassel-
like ornaments of silver are hung. But most bizarre
of all ia the horn or etick, twined into their hair, which
rests upon the head and props up their mantle like a
tent. Originally perhaps designed to give the head a
better protection against the eastern sun, it has now
acquired a religious significance and is never doffed,
even at night in bed, except by a widow. That with
this inconvenient sttachment, they stll can balance
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by its nice adjustment heavy pots of water on their
heads s one of the minor wonders of the Indian
country-gside. The Banjara encampment with its
boldly-clad and boldly-staring women, also it may
be added with its strong fierce dogs of special breed, 18
a sight too picturesque ever to be forgotten, especially
in a country where life tends in the villages to a brown
maonotone.

The bizarre Is again to be found prevailing even
over form on the Mongolian borderland of Northern
India. In Nepal, whenee come the brave Gurkha
soldiers of our wars, dress, like the shape and decora-
tion of the wooden temples of the people, has in
it something alien to the normal lines of Aryan
and Indian womonhood. And the strangenes is
heiphtened by the quaintness of the jewelry and
the wneut turquoises in which they delight.

But in most of India proper the essence of dress is
simple. Shoes are not in general worn, though loose
wide slippers of velvet or of leather may be sometimes
seen. 'Lhe natural result Is thar the foor retins a
besuty which can rever be expected when it i cramped
by constant pressure. The working woman, tramping
miles along the roads or over fields, with heavy burdens
on her head or her child wpon the hip, loses of course
too quickly the springing instep and zinks to a flat and
sprawling foot. But in the higher classes, or among
the womanhood whom caste preserves in a moderate
seclusion, the foat is small, well-curved, and light. It
is 3 thing of infinite fascination, tinted perhaps with
.11
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the henna's pink, almost like 2 flower., Even aged
women there are to be seen, their faces worn and
wrinkled, who still have the unspailt feet of youth and
well-born blood. Among the richer ladies of the
greater cities, where it is smart to be “ advanced,”
Paristan shoes and silken stockings are nowadays worn,
at least out of doors—a habit enforced by the security
thus gained against plague infection ; but the greater
number atill preserves the foot free and beguriful.

For the rest, among Hindn women the dress con-
sists of three portions only, never more, though they
may be only two. These are a skirt, a bodice, and a
mantle,. The skirt is not very different from the
]J:ttim-it of Eurgpe in cut, but may either :lmP :]_mFl:;
or be mads up in accordion pleits, something as a
kit is pleated, so cut as to stand out @ considerahble
way at the anlle. - The latter shape, worn mainly by
the women of Mirwir, but in painting invarably
given to Ridhz and the loves of the god Krishna, is
most beautiful with ite brush snd swing. The skirt
is fastened plainly by a silken cord tied fast at the
waist and is sometimes girdled by a silver belt. The
Indian bodice zgain it designed in the main 1o support
the breast whote form it defines and even, by its
pattern, accentuates. It may either fit all round the
person, fastening in front by buttons or a ribbon, or
be a covering for the chest only, put on from the front
and tied across the open back by two tapes. But the
most distinctive feature of all is certainly the Elﬂl"iﬂl.li
drapery of the seri, which has been translated ® mantle ™
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in default of a better word. The seri is an article of
dress as distinctive as the Spanish mantilla and 23
difficult to wear with the right charm and manner.
It is an oblong of material, hemmed when possble
at one gide with pold embroidery and edged with a
sort of closed fringe. When, 23 i= most common, it
Iz worn with a skirt, its length i3 sbout fifteen feet
gnd its breadth sbout three. When, however, at in
a contrasting style, it has by its intricacies to take the
place of an absenmt skirt as well, it measures some
twenty-five feet in length. [t &s to these mantles thae
the Indian lady devotes her deftest thoughts and on
them, within the limit: conceded by casme and fashion,
that she displays her personsl tastes. Their hues and
patterns have an infinite range. Bome are in plain
natural colours, white or red or blne—solid, onbroken
colonr, not least beautiful in the stark sunlighe,
Others are delicate cotton prints, flowered and
sprigged and dainty. Sometimes they are printed in
a bold decorative pattérn, formal and conventional.
Neutral and half tints at times mix in a bewildering
wealth of hue, till the eye is at a loss to know whether
the ground be green or pink or purple. The border
may be a Plam hem-stitch of a two-inich broad piece of
gold brocade, sumptuously woven in the acanthus
pattern or in the shape of birds and flowers, But in
the draping of the mantle, so simple in cut yet of such
infinite variety, consists the highest art and the true
expression of personality.  One end is taken round the
waist 2 couple of times and tucked into the waistband
4
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at the centre, falling to the feet in formal folds ; the
other passes over head and shoulder, with the breadth
decorated and displayed across the upper half of the
body. In the management of the upper half lies the
true secret. It must show the full beauty of the cloth,
yet by a sort of innocent accident, without a hint of
ostentation. At the same time it must be loose enough
to allow graceful folds to drop naturally from the
head to the shoulders, and tight encugh to sit close
at the breast whose curves it accentustes while it
seems to veil Enough but not too much of the
bodice must be shown with a fine nicery. The border
it at times allowed to turn carelessly up, till the gold
armlet above the elbow can be scen even om the
covered right arm. At one moment, @ modest gesture
brings the mantle across the face, as in shy courtesy
before an elder or an illustriouns man ; in a crowd it
is draped to hide both arms and conceal the figure;
when it dips, it i8 guickly drawn forward over the
hesd with a charming pretéence of timidity. The
Mérwiri woman by a trick peculiar to herself makes
of her mantle a screen held open between two fingers,
through which only her lestrous eye appears, melting
and linguorous ; and in the armoury of every Indian
woman the mantle by its nice management is the
chief instrument of love.

The short mantle, worn as described, should of
course imply a giirt. But in the south of Gujarit,
from Surat to Bombay, whether from the steamy
warmth of the climate or from some subtle change of
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mood, ladies of the richer classes, while continuing
ta drape the mantle in the same graceful way, have
of late years given up the usage of a skirt and wear at
most a trim lace petticoat. The effect is not unlike
that of a recent ephemeral fashion in Western Enrope.
Seen in the bold Indian sunlight, the double thickneszes
of light silk or cotton are lictle less transparent than
a veil of panze and limbs are revealed in a thadowed
Eulness, which is less modest than it is suggestive.

In the Central plateaw, however, and the south
of India the skirt is elso dispensed with by & fashion
that can claim at once anmiguity and respectability.
There it is the long mantle, twenty-five fect in length,
which 15 worn. (M thick coarse silk and dark solid
colour, it is 50 draped as to 'be caught between the legs
in a broad, low-hanging fold, tucked loosely at the
back. Its folds are carefully arranged to leave 2 double
thickness, marked by the border of the mantle, over
the upper part of the legs, It is a style inherited
from a remote antiquity, descendant from the dreses
sé¢n even on Buddhist carvings in the great rock
temples of the Deccan. Beautiful it can hardly be
called, with its effect of 2 divided skirt and its too
clumsy folds and thicknesses ; but it is certainly not
frivolous. Rather perhaps should one say that it is
eminently respectable, with its sameness and stiff
conventionality., The pressure of the ascetic ideal is
shown even more strongly in the monotonous colours,
dark blue usually or dark green, which are the u-rdiu,;r_;r
wear in those parts of the country, To the artist the
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costume, one would think, had little value; yet that
it can be idealized 13 seen from the effects achieved
in the simplifications of early sculptore. This con-
trast in dress between the southern part of the Penin-
sula and Gujarit or Northern India reflects once sgain
that contrast in belief and character which has already,
perhaps with a-too frequent repetitlon, been remarked.,
This monotony of asceticism 18 even more noticeable
in the south in the dress of widows (poor creatures
with shaven heads, their limbs untouched by a2 single
jewel I}—a dress of 4 mantle only, white or of a strange
dull, dingy red—a dress that kills all looks and attrac-
tions, save where the light of religions duty, nature
overcome, makes the starved face seem spiritual.

In the dres of Mussalman women the main feature
is that trousers are substituted for the Hindn skire.
They may be wide and baggy, cut in looge full curves
from the hips to the tighter openings at the anbles
a style not too precise to be devoid of all awraction,
Or, as worn by ladies of the Upper Indian aristocracy
and by other wemen who lay claim to Moghul descent,
they may =it tight like gloves from ankle to lmee, a
fashion at once ugly and repellent. It would be
difficult, even after long reflection, to design a style of
dress so unbecoming to a woman’s gait and figure, so
crudely frank, so hideowly unsupgestive. A bodice
may of may not be worn, as Hindu influence s more
ar less strong. A long fine shirt, half open at the neck
and falling to about the knee, is an invariable article
of dress, which on a young woman fits well and grace-
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fully. In former days, and even now among the
older-fashioned, a long full-pleated skirt and jacket in
one was worn above the other garments, ficting tight
1o below the breast, then from the high-set waistline
spreading out in wide stiff pleats like 2 broad petticoat.
Ovwer her head the Mussulman lady wears a shawl or
mantilla, less long than her Hindu sister’s mantle,
which is made of the finest textares and is dyed in the
most delicate of colours, It is the full dress of the
Mussulman lady that, except in Southern India, the
dancing girl has made her own for professional uses
and embellithed with every device of pattern and every
Tichness of material.

It would be interesting to digress here, in relation
to Indian dress, npon that long conflict betwesn the
deeolleté and the retronssé, which in Europe has from
time to timé been settled by the successes of the former,
But a full discussion would go beyond the purpese
and necesary limits of this book. Briefly it may be
said that, in this matter too, Indizn dress guite cor-
rectly expresses the difference which subsists between
the present Euvropean and immemorial Indian tem-
perament.  For, with reasonable exceptions, it may
be said that in India, on the whole, no special feelings,
either of modesty or the reverse, attach to the lower
limbs, The skirt is, therefore, not the hampering,
stiff garment that it usoally is in Europe. But the
upper half of the bedy, en the other hand, has a far
greater significance than in Western Europe, And
this it is which has made the use of the covering
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mantle or sars the most distinctive feature of Indian
costume,

Diress even in its simplest form has been seen to
have its sectarian meaning and restrietions. A widow
for instance, at least among orthodox Brahmans in
the Peninsula, is limited to certain solid colours, never
black or dark blue, red as a rule, oo white. And every
woman Is restricted to definite shapes and cut. To
transgress beyond these limits would be to offend
against caste rules with a sanctity defended and
sanctioned by a caste tribunal. But greater signifi-
cance attaches to the use of jewelry. Some stones
are vilued for this or that magical virtue; certain
metals can or must be used only at definite times and
places : some thapes of ornament zre bidden or for-
bidden to & certain caste. The prohibition against
wearing gold wpon the feet is the most sbvious instance,
Here a valoe of 2 magical kind, as a purilying agent, &s
ascribed to the metal, and its use was not allowed on
limbs where it might be contaminated by the dust
and dirt of the road. ﬂﬂl}*hm}mlfamﬂiﬂiath:
prescription ever disregarded; and even then only
by few.

Of forms and modes of ornament peculiar to one
caste and partly at lesst sanctified by superstiton,
something has already been said in describing the
fisher and the gipsy women. But instances might be
multiplied without end. Each seetion nearly of the
community has at least one peculiar jewel, associated
with a religions festival or a caste ceremony or belief,
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Perhaps the most obvious examples are the charms
and talistnans freely worn by all classes of Mussulman
women. In these the stones and their settings are
the symbolic expressions of desp and mysterious
thoughts and the instruments of a magical significance.
On amulets of white jade or carnelian are inscribed
in Arabic characters the highest names of the Mast
High. On other cartonchas are engraved the sacred
syrmbals of the Jewish Cabbalists, just as Hinduos draw
and venerate that sign of the Swastiks which from the
time of the Bronze Age has presented the beneficent
motions of the sun. They have little boxes of chased
gold in which are enclosed written charms to protect
the wearer from the malice of jinns and the malevolence
of the evil eye. On heart-shaped plates of silver
they cut the sacred hand which persists in the
escutcheon of Ulster baronets, and on others are
inscribed the mame of “ Tileth ” and the injunction,
“ Adam and Eve away from here™

But the use of jewelry has a religious tinge no les
amang Hindus. It Is for instance a common belief
that at least a speck of gold must be worn wpon the
person to ensure ceremonial purity. Thus in Northern
India there are castes where married women wear
plates of gold on some of the front teeth ; while it is
general when preparing ths dead for the burning to
attach a gold coin or ring to the corpse. Moreoves,
the wearing of jewelry by women is preseribed by
the sacred text which says: “ A wife being paily
adorned, her whole house & embellished, but if she be
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destitute of ornaments, all will be deprived of decora-
tinn.” This again is one reason why there 5 so little
change In the design.  Variety there is, and indeed the
number of ornaments, each with 1 different name and
ute, iz almost bewildering. But in each kind the
design passes from one to another generation almost
unchanged, and the craftsman has no need to devise
new forms and varying settinge. 'What has been womn
by the grandmother will be equally pleasing to the
E:;.ud—daug]:nt:r. When there is change and variety, it
is only in the large commercial cities, where European
patterns are being exploited to the ruin of indigenous
craftsmanship.

The bracelet ia the most significant and the nose-
ring the most peculiar of Indien ornaments. For
bracelets are above all the visible sign of marriage.
Young girls before their wedding may wear bangles
of many kinds: but the first act of widowhood is to
discard them all. Some which are made of lac are
peculiar to the married woman, and next to them in
significance are the bangles of vaniegated glass which
are so much appreciated. On the husband's death
these are at once shattered ; and the same breaking
of bangles s the accompaniment of divorce. The
noge-ring, as it is called in English, is only seldom in
shape & :j_n_g. In MNorthern Indis indeed, in certsin
castes, a real ring of large diameter passes through the
cartilage; and its effect & not beautiful. But in
most places and classes, it is not so much a ring as a
small cluster of gems affived by one means or another
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to the nostril. Thst worn most commonly in the
Deccan—a sort of brooch with a large almost triangular
setting—is also clumsy and unbeautiful. Another
type, worn by the caltivators of Gujarit, is like 2
button in which the jewelled top screws, throngh a
hole bared in the nostril, into the lower half—a form
no less ungainly, But Mussolmans adopt a different
and more graceful form. Through the central carti-
lage of the nose a small gold wire passes on which
drops a jewel, at its best a fine pear-shaped pearl,
dangling down to the central curve of the upper lip,
Bat the prectiest of all—a resl aid this to a prety
face—is a small stud of 2 single diamond or ruby fixed
almost at the corner of the left nostril. Here it has
the value of a tiny besuty-spot, more attractive by its
sheen, and draws the cye to the curve of a finely-
chiselled nose and down to the petulant smiling lips,

Among the most beautiful of Indian ornaments are
the champlevé enamels made by Sikh workers who have
found a home in the pink ity of Jaipur. I[n golden
plagues they scrape little depressions which they fill
with oxides of varions metals, fixed by the nicely-
varied temperature of fire. Gems also are worn in
great profusion by the richer clases, though little by
those who have to regard their ornaments also a3 an
investment. To the poor of course the purchase of
silver or gold jewelry is still the only form of saving
with which they are familiar and in which they have
confidence ; and it is guite impossible even to guess the
millions of bullion hoarded unprodoctively in this form
o4
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in India. In regard to gems, many a soperstitions
belief still remains. Thus it is believed that in an
evil conjunction of the sun the roby is ]:I-IE.Pi‘t;t}u:i.'
while the diamond is remedial against the balefuol
influences of the moon. On the day of the week
named after Mars or War, the coral should be trusted,
and the zircon iz efficacions against Mercury known a3
Buddha, The pear]l is specially designed for wear
when Jupiter is dangerous. The cat’s eye deflects the
radiances of Venus and in the ascending node the
emerald is sovereign. This lore of gems is set out at
length in the Ruby-garland of Maharaja Surendra
Mchan Tagore,

The graceful dress and FRnely-designed jewelry of
the Indian women Is a covering and zn embellishment,
suitable and, as a rule, singularly attractive. But the
person that 15 so covered receives no less care, An
almost scrupulous personal cleanlingss is observed by
nearly every woman, Among the gipsy and criminal
tribes indeed clothes are worn until they drop off
from age; and the untoochable castes who perform
the lowest menial services and cluster in sordid hovels
putside the village also leave much to be desired. In
the crowded slums of the industrial cities, too, it 15 to
be feared, there are many, especially of the professional
beggars, who from vice or dulled apathy allow them-
selves to become foul and loathsome. But even the
worst of these could perhaps be equalled in the mean
streets of Europe. These degraded classes once our
of account, however, there is no question that the
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niceties of personal cleanliness are followed in all ranks
with a fine devotion which can be equalled only in the
upper class of Europe. In some points they may put
even those to shame though they cannot vie with the
modern lorury of the English or French lady's bath,
with its sponges and gloves and powders and perfumed
galts. Washing in India 13 a relipious ordinance,
scrupulously observed, and the body is cleansed with
water and made smooth like bronze with orpiment
and tinged with henna and perfumed with the emsence
of fowers, tll it i & mirror of purity, worthy of
adornment and respect.
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Chapter IX

THE MOVING FINGER

Tue aim of this book has been as far as possible to
show the Indian woman as she is, living snd acting
and expanding. But life, propesly speaking, cannot
be represented. Representation must always be of
something that is already past and therefore lifeles
and mechanical, It breals off and pins down, like a
specimen in 2 museum, 4 mere fragment out of the
moving continuity of life. 8o a photograph for
instance, when it impresses a discomtinuous moment
an the plate, merely fixes something which is artificial
and unreal. Perhaps in literature it would be im-
poasible to give vitality to the pieture of an Indian
woman, unless in the farm of poetry or prose fiction.
But the picture would then be endowed with personal
character and an individual shape. Here it was desired
rather to anslyse nationsl characteristics and to dis-
play the wvarieties of Indian womanhood and their
values. It was mecessary, therefore, to embody the
typlcal rather than the personal and to lose something
of concrete reality in the effort to peneralize usual
habite of mind and body. It is, however, true that
neither man nor woman can ever be so0 well known,
as through the ideals which they feel. In those ideals,
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in the spirit with whick they meet the incidents of
life, consists all that is most real and permanent in
their actions, Other desires and emotions, peculiar
ta the individual, which help to make his whole con-
crete life, are after all unharmonized and, as it were,
accidental. Essential are the thoughts which guide
his purposes sod the social atmosphere in which he
breathes. Regarded in this way, the womanhood of
India appears on the whole to be moving in sll i
million lives towards a more or less similar ideal, more
or less clearly recognized a: the social class riss or
sinks in education and sclf-consciousness, There are,
of course, exceptions,. The nohkilicy of Bouthern
India form a social back-water, fed by other traditions
from a secluded source. There are wild tribes on
whose crude minds the common thought has hardly
yet had time 1o become operative.  And the Mussal-
AR Pﬂ]:-uiaﬁnnii, &t least in name; ruled by an ethic
far more rationalistic and liberal. Yet there is not a
¢lags which in some form or other, however indirectly,
has not had to submit to the supremacy of an idesl
which in its purer lines is truly national. With the
increased ease of communication and the rigidity
given to accepted Brahman custom by the Courts of
Law and common education, the movement towards
the same ideal throughouot the various communities
has become mare marked and rapid. Pecoliarides of
caste and race tend to be swamped in the general
current. In a few cases, new diversities have come
into exstence, where, for instance, some of a small
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highly-educated class have revolted against traditional
restrictions or sought a new salvation in the close
imitation of Bwropean customs without a Eurepean
enviropment. It iz in the comprehension of these
ideals, manifested in typical castes and classes, snd of
the social atmosphere that any real image of Indian
womanhood can alone be formed.

But it i3 not enough to see @ woman in her girlhood
and growth, in her love and marriage, and in her
relations to her family and society. To grasp her as she
really is she should be scen alio as a mother, For if
love = & duty of womanhood, biologically the function
of motherhood is even more important. It is the
most decizsive of all her fonctions in & primitive society,
As the race advances, it does not lose its place, but
beside it ascend other functions, first and most essential
that of love or wifchood, and afterwards that of
palishing and refining a mixed society. In value to
cach life and each generation, the greatest of these
i3 certainly love ; and the spceesful wife or mistress
ranks higher in art and literature and with the finer
spirits and civilizations than even the best of mothers.
For the former implies gifts which are not only rarer
but zlso emanate from higher and nobler qualities of
mind, while it responds to needs which are felt zbove
all by loftier natores. Maternity, on the other hand,
i the instinct of reproduction in action, controlled
by intelligent care and affection. It is not peculiar
to the human being but is as strong a force in the
animal. It is of course emential, ke everything else
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that is primeval in our life; for humanity is broad-
based upon the animal. But wifehood is a conception
of the creative human intellsct, a specialized object
of human feclings. The perfect beloved is an ideal
form created by a developed intellect and fastidious
ETILOEI0NS.

Hence the worth of a nation’s womanhood can best
be estimated by the completeness with which they
fulfil the inspirations of love and its devotion. And
jnd_gud by this gtandard, the higher types in Indis
need fear no comparison, Whenever race and belief
have combined to resist the mere negatives of ascetic
teaching, there is a rich literature of love, there is 3
mastery of rapture, and with it the constant service
of undying devotion.

Yet fully to estimate the value of her life, it would
be necessary also to watch the Indian woman in her
performance of 2 mother’s functions, The strength
of her desire for children, the warmth and selfiessness
of her affection, the extent of her care and teaching,
her readiness or unwillingness herself to learn the
needs of childhood, above all, the place in her heare
that she affords her children—all these are factors which
should be not merely weighed or analyzed but actually
felt by a creature intuition. Buot only another woman
could have such comprehension or attain such in-
tuition. No man—even in regard to the women of
hiz own country, where he iz illuminated by the
examples of his mother and his wife—could have the
needed ajmpa't]'nr, the NECESRATY simih:‘ity of fi:uIi:r.g-r
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to comprehend the woman's emotions to the child
she bears and over whose growth she watches. It
would be impossible to attempt the task in a foreipn
country of women by whose cide one has not grown
from infancy.

Some points, however, which lend themselves to
any observation, may be noted, all the more since they
have not infrequently led to misunderstanding. Tt is
the case undoubtedly that every Indian: woman,
whatever her rank or race, haz 1 clamorous wish to
bear children, above all a2 son, for her husband's sake.
“ How many children have you  * is the first question
every woman asks another. In order to get children
they go on pilgrimages and tolerate austerities, they
give alms to bepgars and are deluded by impestors.
A childless woman becomes only too resdily the butt
of scorn and even of her own seli-reproach. Not to
have borne a son is to the Indian woman 1o have missed
her vocation and have fafled in Iife. She has a cer-
tainty of belief—" She lnows™ she would say—that
it is her function, even hers, to have children ; and i
she be fruitful, she counts herself blessed. From these
data, it has often been inferred that Indian women
in all classes have an overpowering desire for mother-
hood and are especially mastered by the maternal
instinct.  But that this inference ia wholly just, may
well be doubted.

In the upper classes at lesst it must be admirtad
that the woman wishes for children because of reasoned
and intelligible motives, and that these motives are so
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§LTOTE 45 L0 DVErCOme any instinctive passions. And a
will moved by a mere calenlation af reason may be as
powerful as and even more effective than an act of
will which really responds to a deep and eternal,
unreasoned, self-creating emotion, ‘The Indian woman
at any rate has every reason to desire to be 2 mother,
ahove all the mother of & son. Hindu science and
philosophy have never hidden from her that, regarded
a3 a living being merely like any other animal, her
primary function s to continue the race.  And religion
has impressed this teaching upon every mind by the
legend that 3 man's soul can be released from the
torments which follow death only by the prayers and
ritual of s living son. Moreover, she fears that
barrenness may impose the présence of a second wife,
a rival in that love to which, after all, she gives first
place. ‘Then, agam._.th: end may prove to be subjection
1o another woman’s son, heir to his mother's hatreds.
Or at the best there is the pressure of religious faith—
to think herself accursed, if she has no child, while
even her hushand may in time shrink from her as from
a2 being judged by the doom of God. All these are
motives which can be weighed by the intellect but
which move deire and will-power. Yet their action
does mot in itself show that the instinct of maternity
is strong beyond the umal,

It is true of course that litele girls in India in their
games are accustomed to play at being mothers and
cook for imaginary children and put their dolls tp bed,
and in a word play as girls do all ever the world, But
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2o they play also at being wives and greeting their
hushands and bowing to a mother-in-law. When it
iz considered how early they learn the secrets of life
and how few their other games and amusements can
be, it is hardly astonizshing that motherhood shopld
enter soon in their thoughts and pastimes. But the
European child is at least a3 ready to play with dells
and a3 fond of mothering her pets with a2 mimicry
to which her instincts call her.  Where the Evropean
girl differs is that marriage enters little into her
thoughts and games, love in any real sense hardly at
gll ; whereas the Indian girl from childhood has her
ind filled with glad anticipations, and responds to
:Ee-nm.m: of marriage with & réady and not altogether
unconscions emotion,  Even from the example of the
child, then, the inference would rather be that the
instinct for love is quickly developed than that the

maternal inefinet is strofiger than in other Pr.:npleﬂ_
There are considerations of many kinds which go
to show that the desire for love is first in the Indian
woman’s heart, at least in the higher and better nur-
tured classes. In England for instance it is really
now the case—largely owing to the defects of s highly
artificial education and partly from the evils prodoced
by bad economic conditions—that there are quite a
number of women who would desire to be mothemn
but who actually look vpon marriage and love as a
distasteful and unpleasant preliminary. Such a per-
version of view, it can at once be =aid, is unknown in
India—anot only unknown indeed, but even incon-
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ceivable, Every woman may wish for a child, but
ghe wishes first and above all for the blessing of a
loving husband, and she desires the child mainly to
satisfy and conciliate the man to whom she gives
herself joyfully.

Again 1t is striking that the whole jung record of
Indian literature contains hardly one picture of a
mother’s love, and is dumb even about the longing
at her heart for a child. Erotic postry is fuoll and
voluminous and the love of man and woman is sung
in burning words in thousands of lyrics, while it 1s also
depicted with @ more objective grandeur in numerous
epics. Hardly any European Litersture, at least since
Alexandria, can vie with this literature of love in
volume and intensity.  But in the poetry of the
West, mother’™s love has had its honoored place. In
the letters of India it is almost absent.

It iz sometimes suggested in Indis, and it may
perhaps be troc, that in the castes which allow divorce,
a mother’s affection for her child i 2 passion stronger
than her love for her hushand. It would indeed
sometimes scem in those classes that she would more
readily choose to sacrifice the father than the child,
Bot it does not follow that the cause lies in the
freedom of divorce, even though it be a factor which
co-operates in the result. Far in practice the Hindu
castes which allow divorce are almost all of the lower
clasg—in some cases not much above the savage,
ignorant, of a slow sensibility, unstimolated by the
arts and luzuries of civilization. Their passions have
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not yet much refined above the elemental. For that
fine and ennobling love which is the fruit of advanced
culture they have not yet developed the capacity.
But the maternal instinet remains among them in all
ity primitive strength. And it has not to divide
its sovereignty with the emotions of a later culture.
Relatively its force is greater, because undivided.

But, it most be said, in no class does maternal
affection arouse, as it should, that persistent and
laborious effort to tend and educate, which is its
worthiest criterion, The Indian mother is lavish
with her caresses and endearments, a3 in other moods
ghe may fly inte fits of uncoptrolled anger. But,
except for the lengthy period of nursing, sometimes
three and ordinarily two years, to which she is willing
to devote herself, she shows only too littde of that
continnous and intelligent care which is expected from
a mother. Largely no doubt this is due to ignorance.
She has not—one might with justice say she is not
allowed to have—ihe kmowledge which is needed to
beagood mother. She is unaware of the most clemen-
tary requirements of sanitation and health. Worse
still, she has not been trained to know the importance
of compelling good habits and reguolar discipline in
early childhood. Again, though she i usually an
affectionate, she is not often an inspiring, mother.
2he is pml:::nhl}-' at her best as she sees her children fed
with the food she has cooked herself, grving to each
the tit-bits that she cam, looking lovingly to their
comforts, herself waiting till all are done before she
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sits down to her own meal. This is the memory that
lingers mest closely in the Indian's mind as the man
ETOwWS older and leans on retrospect. To most
Epropean children the remembrance that is dearese is
that of his mother stooping over his cot to kiss him
good-night, radiant in beauty, clad in silks and laces,
with the gleam of white shoulders and precious stones
to set off the soft curves of her dear face, before she
leaves for a dinner, a theatre, or a ball. He is proed
of her laoks, so transformed, and of her charm, procd
that he belongs to a being so splendid and so wonder-
ful. But to the Indian the picture that recury is of
ungrudging kindly service, And perhaps the pro-
longed nursing peried, bad as in other respects it is—
bad especially for the over-taxed mother—serves to
draw closes the bond between her and the child,
already conscions of its own existence. Certain it is
that the Indian son, as he grows up, forbears ever to
judge his mother. Of Indian women generally, or of
the mothers of other men, he may complain for their
ignorance and their disregard of matters which he has
taught himself to consider mecessary; he may even
with some unfairness blame them for a want of stead-
fast purpose and regularity, which is by no mean:s
peculiar to their sex. But for his own mother he
preserves a constant respect and loving solicitude,

Yet, all mid and done, it is not in motherhood, but
rather in her love, that the Indian woman has reached
her highest achievement. The devotion and seli-
sacrifice which are hers form a triumph of the spirit ;
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and she clothes these virtues with sensuous charm and
transcendent ecstasy. She gives freely of herself
with both hands, by service and surrender, by wist-
fulness and delight.

It iz in the gquality of social charm that the Indian
woman 15 most aften htii.ug. For the man she loves
she can command every grace. She can be coaxing,
caressing, dind, gentle, tender, submisive, all in one.
Even to the scranger, alone in her family a5 guest or
dependent, she shows herself solicitous and kindly,
with a2 pleasing quiet charm that comes from the
heart. But she has not the habit of social entertain-
ment or that special training, so much a matter of a
quickened intelligence, which is required to set general
scquaintances at ease or to lead a conversation which
should be at once comprehensive and light. She has
no general eoquetry and is often without that eae of
manner and unconstrained grace of movement in a
crowded room, which can hardly be acquired other-
wise than by the habitual usage of good society. This
lapte from complete achievement marks itself most
scrongly in the intonations of her voice. For it must,
alack, be admitted that the [ndian woman’s voice is
her weak point. Here are few of those soft, round, low
bot clear mezzos and contraltos which like bronze
bells sound so deliciously in a Evropean drawing-
room. The voice in India seems seldom to have that
steady control and rounded timbre which is gained
from the repression of strained and uneven notés and
the modulation of sll tomes to one easy key. The
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Indian girl s not even taught to sing and knows
nothing of voice production. What little she does
sing, untaught or worse than untaught, is more often
a scream than a real melody. Good voices are almost
the monopaly of the professional dancing girl. Hence
even in ordinary comversation, 2 lady's speech tends
to harsh and abrupt sounds, shrill and not beautiful.
Her intonation is oaly too often an antidete to the
charms of her fastidious neatnes and her kindly eyes
and smile,

Socicty, it must be said, and social converse had in
India ceased to exist some fifteen hundred years ago.
It does not happen that a company of men and women
meet on casy terms for entertainment with the
pleasores of light and familiar conversatiom, not
learned, never, please heaven, didactic of instructive,
but clever, witty, illumined by intuitions and swife
generalizations, light of touch, and mear to laughrer,
Mor is anything kmewn of that innocent coguetry
of well-bred womanhood, which seels no particular
stimulations but appeals for 2 general admiration,
impersonally given to that Gne spirited, finely actractive
being who is the last word in luxury and taste and
womanly moderation,

In India as one knows it—whatever it may have been
in the remozer age pictured in the caves of Ajanta—
the aspirations of women have taken a different course
through 2 more placid water. Where they steer is
no ebb and flow of conflicting purpose and sometimes,
as they pass listlessly to the shore, it looks almost as
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if the roadstead had come to a stagnation., And yer—

t the course is set correctly and the sun s rightly
taken. It may be that the horizen is viewed too low
and that the profundiries of the human spirit are not
yet plumbed; but the Indian woman crosses the
waters of life on a line true to her nature and her
functions.

There is in all the Indian languages which derive
from Sanscrit 2 word whose hahitnal nsape is sipnifi-
cant of a whole attitude to life, by whose meaning
alome it i3 possible to understand the position sought
by and accorded to womanhood. It i the word
“ dharma,” which has been constantly mistranslated
into English as “religion.” Bat when azn Indian
speaks of *dbarma’ he means really the duties,
divinely imposed if you like or valid in nature, of his
station. DBerween this * dharma " and that, berween
the * dbarma™ of his own class or sex and that of
others, he draws a sharp distinction. In England, too,
this sense is not unknown and the great landlord, for
instance, speaks with right of the duries of his position,
contrasting them with a broad distinction to those of
the merchane, for example, or the workman., Nublerse
oblige is 3 proverb that has been applied in all countries.
But throughout Western thought there runs the ides
that duty and morals must at bottom be one and the
game for all. It s only, one might say, as a concession
that the special duties of each station are recognized ;
and at most they are referred rather to the accidentals
of life, to those supererogatory virtues which may be
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expected, like magnanimity or liberality from the
rich and powerful, or that exceptional patience apd
humilicy which many persons seem to expect from the
needy and unfortonate. The basic more permanent
rules of moral conduct are regarded as something
ahsolute, unalterable, unconditioned. Even the differ-
ences of sex are forgotten in the abstract contemplation
of fixred moral laws. In practice, of course, facts have
often compelled peoples to admit that differences
do exiat in the apl:llic.lflun of rules of conduct. Thus,
to take a recent instamce, in the crisis of war public
opinion has allowed that even the supreme duties of
citizenship press with divergent force upon married
znd unmarried men. Similarly it was until recently
recognized by all and is even now by the greatest
number that there are matters in which the conduet
of men and women czanot be the same and that the
zamné rights and duties cannot be applied indiscrimin-
ately to both sexes. But the recognition was seldom
mare than tacit. It was never co-ordinated, at least
in England, to a ressoned view of life. It was not
built uwpon a deliberate analyss of natural differences
in function and in sensory and nervous foree. It
tended rather to be a mere concession to passing
conditions of life, Thought, when it was explici,
dwelt chiefly upon abstract ideas of equality and equal
duties. Bome writers even tried to explain away the
differences of character between men and women
by referring them to mere aocidents of eavironment,
to women getting a less thorough education, for
212
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instance, or lews of a chance in life, as it was called,
It wat not openly and clearly recognized thst the
natures and functions of men and women were different
in essentials, and that the reles of condect must
in consequence be relative to different needs and
: In India, the way in which ** dharma ™ is nnderstoad
has made such a mistake impossible. From its im-
plications it is believed by zll, or has until the last few
years been believed, that duty must necemarily be
relative to function and muost correspond with fitness
to inner nature. A distinction so obvions and primary
25 that of sex can m consequence be ignored by none
except a fow recent abstract thinkers. The rights
and duties of women are defined in relation to the
activities which are imposed on them by the principles
of their nature; and the ideal which is painted is
in harmony with the natural laws of Hesh and spirit.
Modesty, self-sacrifice, tenderness, neatness, all thar
s delicate and fastidious, those are qualities which
have a natural propriety. To play her modest part
in the family household quietly, to sweeten life within
the radius of her influence, to serve her children, to
please the man to whom she is dedicared, to receive
pleasure in her love, and find happines in the pleasures
thart she gives, that is 2 woman's * dbarma *—her fitting
performance of function. It is not, of course, that
Hinduism does not know that men and women are
alike in respect of certain faculties and both alike
distinguished from other living creatures. Bat it has
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lzid more stress upon the difierences in function. Tt
has besn able to see that the being of each separate
man and woman 18 one and indivisible, end that sex
is not a mere distinction added or subtracted but
rather the shape in which the whole living, acting
human creature is cast and mounlded. This, which is
the teaching of India's philosophies, is also the prac-
tical wisdom of her peoples. And this it is which has
kept Indisn women so seperbly natursl so calmly
insistent on their sex. In Nerthern Europe, it may
perhaps be said, the evolution of womanhood has
more rapidly progressed, in response to a quickly
developing environment ; but in as far as it has rejected
nature and inner law, it may the rather tend to be in
fact a devolution, a turn or twist from the road and
not a progress. In India evolution has been slow,
cramped by unnecessary superstitions and arbitrary
abgtentions, but in its main lines at least it is con-
sistent and natural. It8 form @8 not unsuitable ;
though it still has to be filled with 2 larger and richer
COntent.

Buzt the content of life in India is in truth already
being enriched. Her women are no mere abstractions,
fixed and immovable, to be delineated by thin con-
ventional lines. Rather must they be thought of as a
mass of concrete, distinguishable, living human beings,
moving a8 2 whale towards 1 larger freedom. ﬂn_lj- a
century ago when the greatest of German thinkers,
Hegel, wrote his * Philesophy of History™ he conld
with no little truth say that *“Indian culture had
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not attained to a recopnition of freedom and innes
morality,” and could amert that in the Indian soul there
was “bound up an irrational imagination which attaches
the moral value and character of men to an infinity of
outwrard actions a8 empty in point of intellect as of feel-
ing, and sets aside all respect for theswelfare of men and
even makes a duty of the cruellest and seversst con-
travention of it.” Women of course in all countries are
far more conservative than men and are more readily
content to sink the needs of personality in a general
level of unruffled action. Yet even among the women
of India a new spirit of liberation from externsl
limitations i3 becoming visthle and an sspiration to an
excellence that shall be from within, = In spite of caste
distincrions, in spite of the forced rigidity of the
marriage system, in spite of all the mental unrest and
errar of the educated and the practical inertia of the
unread, in spite of all this and much mere, it would
now be far from troe to say of them as a whole that
they are unconscions of inward freedom and inward
law or are blind to the nesds of human welfare in the
conditions of human Lfe.

But this inner freedom z2pd external amplitnde
need mot be sought and will not be gained in the
imitation of forcign manners and customs. Buch
imitation can never be anything but unnatural and
inharmontous ; and the castes which have tried it
have not socceeded in ﬂvﬂidi.tlg evil cOnsequences,
A better way is to revert to the ancient ideals which
still inspire all that is good in later practice. Dark
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ages of ignorance have pruned and pinched the older,
freer spirit, by superstitious and absurd asceticisms
and misinterpreted autharities. Only the ruling castes
have enlarged themselves from the bondage by their
mare virile audacities. In general even the primitive
and natural classes, as they raise their statoe and
become reflective, succumb to the same narrowing
limitations and impose upon their womankind dis-
abilities which are external and mechanical but which
they see current in the higher Brahmanized clases,
Yet in the alder, nobler days, the Indian women had
a life larger by far and maore rich in fulfilmenz. To
regain this, which after sll iz still a living ideal,
and to ennoble and enlarge it further through that
Greek thought—that inepiring humanity and breath
of happiness— which is the life-giving clement of
European science snd civilization, that were indeed
an end worthy of a fine tradition. To eut away from
the bonds of fears and artificialities and non-human
hopes and terrors and seek only to ke, wholly and fully,
in the harmony of natere and function and sane
development, preserving the eternal virtues of woman-
hood, and finely conscious of a proud cradition—by
gome such purpose surely might it be possible to secure
eafe continuity and social health while attaining a
progressive and extended activity that should not be
alien or discordant. But the timidities of crude
asceticlsm must first be overcome. A generation
must arise which can comprehend that self-control
is not abstention, far from it, bot is found only when a
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free soul, governing itself by itx own laws, secks its
own stisfaction and the development of all it
functions in it free activiies. To deny human
natore, for any price however fancifal, 15 more harm-
ful by far than the “ Fay ce que Voudraz™ of any
Abh:}rc de Theléme.

Of the narrow and incongruous privations with
which the old ideals were overlaid in the later decadence
many still remain. Most eruel and lesst dafensible of
all iz the prejudice, common in all classes except the
highest and not unknown even there, against the
enjoyment of Uterstore and art. Musie &= diseounten-
anced, pletures are never seen even rexding and writing
is thought unwomanly. - When not only the charming
likeness drawn of women in old books is remembered,
but in actual Life also one sees the fine harmony
achieved by those ladies, Rijputs perhaps or Nagar
Brahmans, who can recite and enjoy poctry and even
sing or play instrumenti—with what far greater happi-
ness to themselves and the men they love |—it should
be plain how great is the national loss wrought by this
empty deprivation. Of all the European countries,
it is in France that women have most nearly attained
that final excellence which both accords with the
true tradition of Western life and is not out of harmony
with their nature. There s sane and wise worldliness
has l=d to an incessant regard to neatnes and careful
management, an avoidance of all that iz wasteful or
excesgive. And French life of course pivots upon a
mixed society, easily mingling in graceful and polished
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intercourse——an wrbane fellowship in a homan cioitay,
a citizenship in whose enjoyment, it might almoast
scem, lies the last test of civilization, Hemece the
French woman, for her part, has trained hemelf or
been trained to be the instrument of a symphony of
urbanity and well-bred fellowship, giving of her own
characteristic qualities to be an inspiration and a
standard to the crestive art.  Yer, with it all, ghe
iz emphatic of her sex From the highest to the
lowest class, one may see her, neat, well dresed,
choice in adornment, lavish of love. But the is alo
tirelesly ready to serve, in her house-keeping 2s in
affairs, devoted to the family of which she is the living
bond, an affectionate but careful mother who is
honoured and loved by her sons with a pure and
tender fervour. For in France, in spite of the general
European tendency to moral absolotes ar leasr in
theory, the balanced sanity and practical wisdom of
the people has never falled to recognize the different
spheres and powers, qualities and weaknesses, of men
and women. And forther, Gresk thosght and an
unbroken Roman tradition have kept alive in France
the ideal of 2 temperate and steady fraition of a world
that is made for mankind. In India conditions are
different and there is no tradition of mixed society
with an easy untrammelled exchange of idess. Yet
even within the limits of the family, it might be
thought, the added enjoyment and the larger and
finer interests that would be gained by some such
acquaintance with bools and music and paintings, and
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the nobler emotions thus won, should seem desirable
to all who can think at all.

Controversy has raged fiercely in India round this
question of woman's edocation. The number of
women who can even read and write, if all clames in
the whole country are regarded, i= a negligible
quantity, so small it is; and there are vast tracts in
which even Brahman girls remain wholly illiterate.
There are many to this day who bitterly oppose even
the teaching of letters to g'lt'l--.‘;hildrcl:. That this
can be the case is of course due to the ignorance of
their parents, They have not yet been able to grasp,
not do they know their own ancient history to sufficient
purpose, that reading and writing is the birth-right
of every human being and 2 necessary condition of all
intelligence and rationsl development. They are not
gware that the anclent ideal contemplited no such
renguncement. And gquite without cause they fear
that instroction for a few years im the clements of
education would interfere with the routine of family
life and the customs of marriage. They have per-
haps never had it clearly pot to them how simply this
instruction could be fitted in with the wmal programme
of an ordinary household and how it need imply no
departure from existing practice in other matters,
But indefensible though this eppmition to clementary
ingtruction must be, the objections against further
education are unfortunately by no means without
excnse. For it must with bitterness be confessed that
the modern world, at any rate in Furope, has not yet
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devised any suitable system of higher edueation for
girls, has indeed rather busied itself with what is
unsuitable and injurious. * Advanced thinkers ™ and
“ goncial leaders ™ have a way of shutting their eyes to
scientific results; and facts are hard things which a
flabby age prefers to ignore. So girls have been
encouraged to emulate boys and young men in every
sort of examination within the same curriculom,
without heed of their earlier precocity, different
method of nervous activity and smaller reserve force,
1o the detriment of health and natural talents and to
their unfitting for their own purposes and functions.
It is this which Indian parents, with an eye open to
facts when they are so broad and natural as the facts
of sex, have apprehended; however dimly, and as it
were unconsciously. They have guesed swhat higher
education must in all probability mean in India, as long
23 European education remained unchanged. And
they would not let their girls run the risk of an educs-
tion which might distort, rather than develop, their
gex. Late events served further to decpen this strong
and imstinctive distrust; and it is indisputable that
the excesses of an unhappy section of English women
with abnormal aspirations have set back the cause of
women's edecation in India by many decades.

The misfortune is that in India opposition does not
confine itself to a particular and, one hopes, a tem-
porary phase of sccondary education; nor does it
recognize that in all countries, and especially in India
with its universal and early marriage, the question of
230
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higher education can affect only a very small number
of the total. The feeling of diglike is instinctive and
intuitional rather than 2 ressoned criticism, and it
has crept on like a clond of smoke over the whole
field of elementary education. MNecessarily it has also
gbecured all view of a posable, better i.ndigeanm
method of higher education, which should at once be
consonant with the traditions of ancient India and the
needs of women in Indian society., Such a system
appears now to have been set under way in the wonder-
working country of Japan, and with little change
might probably be made suitable to Indisn conditions.
It deserves at least to be studied without prejudice
and with a settled nnderstanding of the requirements
of the land and of the small classes of women who
would directly benefit.

In spite of all obstacles, due partly to the decay of
older customs, partly also to imported confusions, it
may be hoped that before long it will be admitted
that every gul must be taught to read and write.
And one may even hope that a higher education will
ensu& which, without eurring over a woman's earlier
precocity and special talents, without ignoring her
specific duties as wife and mother, without forgetting
the peculiar needs and excellences of her mind and
body, will in addition make her more liberal, better
instructed, a worthier companion and a nobler in-
spiration. In India happily & girl is already allowed
to know the facts of life and her emotions are at least

pataral. But such an education a: one foresecs would
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teach her to know more clearly and with scientific
truth how to be at once a pleasing and happy wife and
a good mother. Bhe, and throogh her the children
whom she trains, would learn the evils of premature
or wo constantly recurring child-birth and how to
avoid them easily. She would know alio how to
protect her family from uncleanly surroundings and
unwholesome habits, She would not unlearn buot
rather be taught even better the necessary arts of
cooking and of scwing, the latter nowadays in many
cases almost unknown. But in addition she would
also learn to appreciate the beauties of language and
of I:r;ﬁ:amau,ah{la, to hear and understand gTeat postry,
and to feel her whele being thrill 10 2 more glorious
harmony in response to the call of the fine arts. She
would still—like the Nair ladies of whom old Duarte
Barbosa wrote—"hold it a great honour to please
men.” Yer she would please not merely by her passion
and purity and service, but, keeping these, would also
create a higher attraction of the spirit. Thus would
the lotus women of India be in truth such that of each
it might be said: * 8he walks delicately like a swan
and her voice is low and musical as the note of the
cuckoo, calling softly in the summer day. . . . Sheis
gracious and clever, pious and respectiul, a lover of
(God, a bistener to the virtoous and the wise.™
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